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States

Haiti aid: Secretary of State Colin
Powell urged the international commu-
nity on Tuesday to rally behind Haiti’s
new government and help its impover-
ished people build a stable democratic
government with a sound economy.
Opening a donors’ conference at the
World Bank for the Western Hemisphere’s
poorest nation, Powell said the task of the
participants is “to help the people of Haiti
build a future of hope.”
e said an mtemaunnal assessment team
determined that Haiti needed $1.36 billion
through 2006.

Amber alert: A new technology debuting
in 12 states will significantly extend Amber
alerts, reaching cell phones, e-mail and
handheld computers, and could also be used
to transmit weather and terrorism alerts.

Starting Monday, police officers in Arizo-
na and Washington were able to send
Amber alerts — notifications of a child ab-
duction — from a highly encrypted system
in their cars, then update them with photos
and more detailed descriptions, Warner
said. Ten other states are expected to
launch the expanded alerts this summer.

Chicken abuse: An investigator for Peo-
ple for the Ethical Treatment of Animals cap-
tured video showing chickens being kicked,
stomped and thrown against a wall by work-
ers at a supplier for Kentucky Fried Chick-
en, which has been under pressure since last
year over the treatment of animals.

Officials from Yum! Brands Inc., which
owns the fast-food chain, saw the video Mon-
day. Kentucky Fried Chicken “will require
that the employee or employees responsible
will be terminated,” KFC spokeswoman
Bonnie Warchauer told The New York
Times for a story in Tuesday editions.

KBR investigation: A former employee of
KBR, Halliburton Co.’s engineering and con-
struction arm that performs much of its gov-
ernment contract work, has been subpoe-
naed by the Justice Department in an inves-
tigation of possible overcharges by the com-
pany in Iraq.

In a Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion filing Monday, Halliburton disclosed
word of that subpoena and another seeking
information from the company about for-
eign subsidiaries that do business in Iran.

World

Whale hunting: Japan proposed hunting
nearly 3,000 minke whales a year in the Ant-
arctic, saying whale populations in the south-
ern oceans were healthy enough to sustain
the losses as it pressed the International
Whaling Commission to lift the commercial
whaling ban.

Japan has long sought to overturn a 1986
ban on all commercial whaling, and Japan’s
proposal to allow the hunting of minke
whales in the Antarctic came late Monday

at the IWC’s annual meeting, which, as in
past years, has been dominated by the issue.

Kosovo peacekeeping: NATO will main-
tain its current level of peacekeeping troops
in Kosovo, a top general said Tuesday, call-
ing the ethnically tense province “a top pri-
ority” for the Western military alliance.

Gen. Harald Kujat, the chairman of
NATO’s military committee, said that al-
though the alliance would not be expanding
its mission, “Kosovo remains a top priority
of our business.”

Fischer detainment: The Japanese gov-
ernment is preparing to deport chess legend
Bobby Fischer for staying in Japan on an in-
valid passport, immigration officials said
Tuesday.

Fischer was detained at the international
airport in Narita just outside of Tokyo last
Tuesday after trying to board a flight for Ma-
nila, Philippines.

Immigration officials, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, confirmed that Fischer,
61, has been held in their custody since, and
said he was being processed for deporta-
tion.

Seminary porn: Moving to contain a scan-
dal that has deeply embarrassed the Roman
Catholic church, Pope John Paul IT appoint-
ed a special inspector Tuesday to investi-
gate an Austrian seminary where authori-
ties uncovered a vast cache of child pornog-
raphy.

The pope named Bishop Klaus Kueng,
who runs the diocese of Feldkirch in south-
western Austria, as an “apostolic visitor” for
the embattled diocese of St. Poelten and its

Ten Commandment
monume work crew
pulls the Ten Command-
ments monument out of the

Monday. The monument has
been out of public view for
nearly a year after Alabama
Supreme Court Chief
Justice Roy Moore refused
to follow a federal court
order to remove it from

jew. A federal judge
had ruled the prominent
public display amounted
to an unconstitutional
promotion of religion by
government. The monument
will go on a tour of the
United States, en
Washington.

AP

seminary.

Whale hunting: The United States has re-
newed its call on its longtime ally Jordan to
extend immunity to American peacekeep-
ers against prosecution for war crimes, offi-
cials said from both countries said Tuesday

The latest American request came Mon-
day from Lincoln Bloomfield, a U.S. assis-
tant secretary of state, in meetings with se-
nior Jordanian officials, including Foreign
Minister Marwan Muasher It echoed simi-
lar U.S. requests in recent weeks, Jordanian
government spokeswoman Asma Khader
told The Associated Press.

Afghan elections: Afghan President
Hamid Karzai on Tuesday shifted three of
Afghanistan’s powerful militia leaders to ci-
vilian and police posts in an attempt to keep
upcoming elections fair.

The United Nations warns that armed fac-
tions could use their guns to sway the out-
come of elections, though it says a presiden-
tial vote slated for Oct. 9 is less at risk.

Business

Airbus deal: European aircraft maker Air-
bus signed a deal Tuesday worth more than
$7 billion to sell 24 airplanes including four
of its new A380 jumbo jets to Abu
Dhabi-based Etihad Airways.

Airbus and Etihad said the deal — the big-
gest announced so far at this week’s Farn-
borough International Air Show — includes
options for the young airline to buy an addi-
tional 12 planes.

Stories and photo from The Associated Press

Correction

In Monday’s editions, in an obituary for Charles Sweeney, who flew

Bock switched planes. Sweeney flew Bock’s Car, and Bock flew The

the plane that dropped the atomic bomb on Nagasaki, The Associated

Press described the B-29 bomber, named Bock’s Car, as his plane.
Bock’s Car was normally commanded by Frederick Bock. For the

mission to drop the second atomic bomb on Japan, Sweeney and

Great Artiste, Sweeney’s airplane, according to Sweeney’s family
and official military histories.

Sweeney piloted The Great Artiste in a support role for the U.S. at-
tack on Hiroshima, the first atomic bombing of Japan.

Access Equals Freedom
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Abizaid knocks Syria,
Iran on border control,
Philippines on pullout

BY ADNAN MALIK

The Associated Press

MANAMA, Bahrain — The top
U.S. military commander in the
Middle East on Tuesday accused
Traq’s neighbors Syria and Iran of
tolerating cross-border infiltra-
tion and meddling by groups bent
on further ing a country

fully secure its long desert border
with its eastern neighbor.

“There is too much infiltration
of money and foreign fighters
that takes place across the Syrian
border,” said Abizaid, head of the
U.S. Central Command.

Abizaid declined comment on
whether there were any Iranian

wracked by violence.

In Bahrain, Gen. John Abizaid
also expressed regret at the Phil-
ippines’ hasty withdrawal of its
peacekeep-
ers from
Iraq to com-
ply with the
demands of

threatened

tokill a Filipi

no hostage.
H

e
warned deci-
sions to ap-
pease terror-
ists  would
backfire and dismissed the hos-
tage-takers’ success in forcing
Manila to pull out of Iraq a month
early as a “temporary victory”
that would not last.

Abizaid also confirmed for the
first time that former Iraqi leader
Saddam Hussein was still in Iraq,
being held by U.S. forces.

‘Abizaid expressed concern that
the Syrians were not doing
enough to stop border infiltration,
a longtime American accusation
against Damascus. Syria has said
it increased border security but
has acknowledged it could not

 Abizaid

Guards in Iraq,
but he said he believes there are
elements in Iran that are interfer-
ing in southern Iraq.

“I do know there are groups
within Iran that want to play a de-
stabilizing role in Iraq and I think
that would be most unhelpful for
Iran and most unhelpful for
Iraq.”

The Philippines’ pullout, while
militarily insignificant, was seen
as a victory for insurgents and
sparked criticism of Manila by its
closest allies.

“It is regrettable that countries
would make decisions that ap-
pear to be appeasing terrorists as
opposed to standing up to them,”
Abizaid told reporters.

“All of us know that if you ap-
pease terrorism, you will sooner
or later fall victim to it or be
taken over by it,” Abizaid said.

Abizaid played down the im-
pact of the militants’ ability to in-
fluence the policies of countries.

“I don’t think that the coalition
is about to fall apart in Iraq and I
don’t think we will give in to ter-
rorism,” he said.

The general, who arrived in
Bahrain on the third leg of the re-
gional tour, discussed security in
regional countries before leaving
for Kuwait.

4 Iraqis killed in clash with GIs

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — USS. forces en-
gaged in running battles with
Traqi insurgents Tuesday, destroy-
ing two homes, the military said.

A hospital official said four Ira-
gis were killed.

The fighting near Samarra, a
hotbed of violence 60 miles north
of Baghdad, began Tuesday
evening and continued into the
night, according to an official
from the Tikrit-based 1st Infantry
Division, who declined to be iden-
tified.

The official said Iraqgi insur-

gents attacked U.S. troops, firing
mortars from a house and small
arms fire from a nearby mosque.

The American soldiers re-
turned fire and destroyed the
house, while a U.S. warplane flat-
tened another house after hitting
it with a 500 pound bomb.

It was not immediately clear
why the second house was target-

d.

e

The military said there were no
U.S. casualties.

Ahmed Jaddo, an emergency
department official at Samarra
hospital, said four Iragis were
killed in the fighting and another
five were wounded.

Former hostage Angelo dela Cruz, center, enters the Philij
to the United Arab Emirates embassy in Baghdad. The hostage drama that has gripped the Philippines for

two weeks came to a happy ending Tuesday when insurgents in Iraq freed the

pines embassy Tuesday after he was handed over

Filipino hostage released

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A Filipino truck
driver held hostage in Iraq for
nearly two weeks was freed Tues-
day, a day after his nation with-
drew its final peacekeepers from
Iraqg — a move that met the kid-
nappers’ demands but angered
U.S. and Iraqi officials.

Four U.S. Marines were killed
in action in separate incidents in
Anbar Province, a Sunni-dominat-
ed area west of Baghdad, the mili-
tary said Tuesday.

Two Marines were killed while
conducting “security and stability
operations” in the province, the
military said.

Another Marine was killed in
action Monday and a fourth died
of wounds received in action Mon-
day in Anbar, the military said.

In the southern city of Basra,
gunmen killed Hazim al-Aynachi,
an Iraqi council member running
for governor, along with his body-
guard and driver as they were
pulling out of his driveway to
head to work Tuesday, said coun-
cil head Abdul Bari Faiyek.

Faiyek blamed the killing on op-
position to the gubernatorial elec-
tions that were scheduled for
Tuesday, but were delayed in re-
sponse to the shooting.

“Many threats have been direct-
ed to the eight council members
nominated to the post,” Faiyek
said, adding that another council-
man escaped an assassination at-
tempt Monday.

The Associated Press

As of Monday, 890 U.S. ser-
vicemembers have died since
the beginning of military opera-
tions in Iraq in March 2003, ac-
cording to the Defense Depart-
ment. Of those, 658 died as a re-
sult of hostile action and 232
died of nonhostile causes.

The British military has re-
ported 60 deaths; Italy, 18;
Spain, eight; Bulgaria and Po-
land, six each; Ukraine, four;
Slovakia, three; Thailand, two;
Denmark, E Salvador, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia and the Nether-
lands have reported one death
each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 752 U.S. servicemem-
bers have died — 549 as a result
of hostile action and 203 of non-
hostile causes.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

The latest deaths reported by
military:

W No deaths reported.

The latest identifications re-
poned by the military:

iy Spc. Craig S. Frank,
24 Lincoln Park, Mich.; killed
in’an explosion Saturday near
Baghdad; assigned to the Army
National Guard, 1775th Military
Police Company, Pontiac, Mich.

W Army Sgt. 1st Class David
A. Hartman, 41, Akron, Mich.;
was killed Saturday in Beiji,
Iraq, in an explosion; assigned
to the Army Reserves, 401st
Transportation Company, Bat-
tle Creek, Mich.

W Marine Lance Cpl. Bryan P.
Kelly, 21, Klamath Falls, Ore.;
died P‘nday of injuries received
in fighting in Anbar province,
Irag; assigned to 1st Combat En’
glneer Battalion, 1st Marine Di-
vision, 1st Marine Expedition-
ary Force, Camp Pendleton,
Calif.

The Philippines government
and the family of Angelo dela
Cruz were overjoyed at his re-
lease. His wife, Arsenia, burst
into tears upon hearing the news
in neighboring Jordan. Philip-
pines President Gloria Macapa-
gal Arroyo grinned during a tele-
vised address in the Philippines.
About 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, dela
Cruz was dropped on the steps of

the United Arab Emirates Embas-
sy in Baghdad, said UAE officials,
who denied there was any coordi:
nation between them and the kid-
nappers. About three hours later,
dela Cruz was driven to the Philip-
pines Embassy, where embassy
staff members embraced him.
Dela Cruz was to be flown to
Abu Dhabi Wednesday for a medi-
cal checkup before heading home.

Al-Zarqawi’s group threatens Japan if it doesn’t withdraw

BY MAGGIE MICHAEL
The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — The Islamic militant
group blamed for deadly attacks on foreign
and local interests in Iraq threatened Japan
on Tuesday that car bombs would strike its
troops if they were not withdrawn.

“To the government of Japan: do what
the Philippines has done. By God, nobody
will protect you and we are not going to tol-
erate anybody,” said an online statement
signed by the Khalid bin al-Waleed Bri-
gade, the military wing of the Tawhid and

Jihad group.

“Lines of cars laden with explosives are
awaiting you; we will not stop, God will-
ing,” said the statement, carried by an Is-
lamic forum, known as a clearinghouse
for statements by extremist groups.

Japan has dispatched about 500 troops
to southern Iraq for noncombat duty to re-
build local schools, provide medical sup-
plies and supply clean water. The military
‘mission, begun earlier this year, is contro-
versial in Japan as its first to a combat
zone since World War IL.

In April, Japan refused to withdraw its

troops after three Japanese were kid-
napped by Iraqi insurgents. The three
were later released.

But the Philippines gave into kidnap-
pers’ demands, withdrawing its S1-mem-
ber contingent after a Filipino truck driv-
er was taken hostage. Manila’s acquies-
cence angered Iraqgi and American offi-
cials, who said it would only encourage
the terrorists.

Tawhid and Jihad is considered one of
the most dangerous groups fighting coali-
tion forces in Irag. The group, led by
al-Qaida-linked militant Abu Musab

1-Zarqawi, has claimed r for
attacks on U.S. troops and Iragi police and
security forces that have killed hundreds,
as well as the beheading of American, Bul-
garian and South Korean hostages.

The group’s statement also warned
Arab and Islamic governments not to de-
ploy troops to Iraq, naming Jordan, Iran,
Turkey and Gulf countries.

“We are warning you for the last time:
‘We will hit with a fist of iron all those sup-
porting the Americans or [interim Iraqi
Prime Minister Iyad] Allawi or his cro-
nies,” the statement read.
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173rd Airborne’s
quick turnaround

Brigade will head to Afghanistan
one year after its return from Iraq

BY KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

VICENZA, Italy — It could he
easy to get the

“as long as he’s been deployed.”

For his part, Charles Wooten, a
staff sergeant with the S01st For-
ward Suppart Company, locks on
i

members of the 173rd Alrhome
Brigade aren’t fond of their home
base.

After all, they always seem to
be on the go.

“There are guys here who will
have a three-year tour with the
173rd and have two years in com-
bat,” Col. Kevin Owens, the bri-
gade’s new commander, said Mon-
day, referring to lhe unit’s upcom-

as a
test of his leadership. He said his
unit has a lot of new soldiers who
joined the brigade after the Iraq
deployment. Wooten sums up the
Iraq deployment as “challenging.
Tlearned a lot from Iraq.”

Owens said the brigade will be
counting on such experience.

“It’s going to be a squad leader-
ship, platoon leadership fight,” he

“Iusa fight.”

ing

After relummg from almost a
year in Iraq, Owens said, soldiers
will have a year back on Caserma
Ederle before heading off again to
southwest Asia.

But it'll be close.

Current plans call for the bri-
gade to start deploying in late Feb-
ruary or early March. Many of
them returned from Iraq during
the same time frame this year.

“I had an idea we would be
going back,” said Spc. Tim Rogers
of Battery D, 319th Airborne
Field Artillery Regiment. “But I
didn’t think it was going to be this
quick.”

Not that Rogers, or four other
soldiers interviewed Monday, are
complaining.

“It really doesn’t bother me,”
he said.

Pfc. Anthony Orr certainly
wouldn’t mind more time with his
wife, Bridget, or his infant daugh-
ter, Halee. She was born just a
few months before he deployed to
Irag. The couple had been mar-
ried only a short time before the
deployment.

“It was hard starting off with a
new family, not being with them
at all,” he said. “I'm hoping that
this time, it'll be easier.”

Don’t count on it, Kathy Wooten

says.
“Its just getting harder,”
Wooten says of the fifth time her
husband will be deployed during
their seven-year marriage.
Asked earlier how many years
they've been married, she says:

Owens knows a bit abnul Af-
ghanistan. He served on the South-
ern European Task Force (Air-
borne) command staff while the
brigade was
in Iraq. But
before going
to Italy, he
spent  four
months in
2002 leading
the 2nd Rang-
er Battalion

the

to Afghanistan, “there are a lot of
leaders in the brigade that have
experience in  Afghanistan as
well”

That includes the commanders
of the brigade’s two infantry bat-
talions: Lt. Col. Timothy McGuire,
of the 1t Battalion, 508th Infantry
Regiment, and Lt. Col. Mark Stam-
mer, of the 2nd Battalion, 503rd
Infantry Regiment.

The new members of each bat-
talion — estimated at one-third of
the entire force during Owens’ as-
sumption of command June 25 —
will have a chance to integrate
with the old guard very soon.

Owens said each battalion
would spend a little more than
two weeks training in Hohenfels,
Germany, starting at the end of
the month. The entire brigade will

KENT HARRIS/Stars and Stripes

Soldiers with the 173rd Airborne Brigade’s Combat Support Company block a road on the outskirts of
Kirkuk, Iraq, while experts blow up unexploded ordnance found in the area.

then travel north and train for
about six weeks beginning in late
September.

He said soldiers would see simi-
larities between their tours in
Traq and Afghanistan. But they’ll
see a lot of differences, as well.
Traqis are among the most educat-
ed people in the region and — de-
spite massive problems with infra-
structure — live in a country
that’s decades or centuries ahead
of their Afghani counterparts in
many respects.

“I's a desolate place,” Owens
said of Afghanistan. “I don’t think
that place has really changed for
centuries.”

He said Afghanistan might be
relatively safer these days for U.S.
soldiers, but it’s not exactly a vaca-
tion spot.

Still, Wooten says with a smile:
“If T had a pick, I'd prefer Afghani-
stan.”

Spc. Charles DeWitt from the
2-503rd smiles when asked about
the possibility of hunting for
Osama bid Laden. He recalls a lot
of similar missions in Iraq looking
for high-profile targets, many of
which didn’t turn up anything.

“I didn'’t enjoy standing around
in blazing sun with 120 pounds of
gear for five hours,” he says. “But
would I do it again? Without ques-
tion.”

Sgt. 1st Class James Litchford,

There won't be much of a
transition for the 173rd Air-
borne Brigade when it comes
to working with its higher
headquarters during its up-
coming deployment.

The 173rd, assigned to the
4th Infantry Division during
its previous to

Familiar leadership
for this deployment

While SETAF, commanded
by Brig. Gen. Jason Kamiya,
and the 173rd always share a
close working relationship, the
current alignment of officers
makes it even more so.

Owens took over the brigade
in June after a year as the

ETAF

Iragq, will fall under the leader-
ship of uthern European
Task Force (Airborne) in Af-
ghanistan this time. The 173rd
is normally part of SETAF,
with bolh headquartered in Vi-

“Cenamly, there are a lot of
pluses,” said Col. Kevin
Owens, the brigade command-
er. “How could it not be good?”

officer.
And his 173rd predecessor,
Col. Bill Mayville, is now
SETAF chief of staff.

While the 173rd was de-
ployed to Iraq, dozens of mem-
bers of the SETAF headquar-
ters staff spent months off the
cost of Liberia, directing U.S.
peacekeeping efforts there.

— Kent Harris

with the 1-508th, said he decided
to stay longer with the 173rd,
knowing that it would likely be de-
ploying again soon.

“I like the unit,” he said. “It's
got good leadership and a proud

history.”

A history that will soon include
another long deployment far from
home.

E-mail Kent Harr
harrisk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Free day care for R&R

ARLINGTON, Va. — National
Guard and Reserve troops home
from Iraq and Afghanistan on two
weeks leave could have access to
free hours of day care.

The National Association of
Child Care Resource and Refer-
ral Agencies launched Operation
Child Care to put Guard and Re-
serve troops home on U.S. Cen-
tral Command’s 15-day Rest and
Recuperation leave program in
touch with more than 5,000
child-care providers nationwide
who offer at least four hours of
free child-care service, executive
director Linda Smith said.

To learn if a community has a
provider who offers the free ser-
vice, troops and families should
call (800) 424-2246 (toll-free in

the States). More information is
available at: www.childcare
aware.org/en/operationchildcare

Gl receives Silver Star

BAGHDAD — A U.S. soldier
was awarded the Silver Star on
Monday for thwarting an insur-
gent attack on an Iraqi police sta-
tion and a governor’s residence.

Staff Sgt. Raymond Bittinger
was given the medal in a ceremo-
ny held on a U.S. base in Bagou-
ba. The medal was given in recog-
nition of “gallantry on the battle-
field” during the April 9 attack on
the governor’s residence in the
city and an Iraqi police station.

Bittinger has served three
tours in Germany and one in the
United States, the military said.
From staff and wire reports

Officials detain kin of Taliban leader

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Af-
ghan and U.S. forces killed one
militant and captured five more,
including a brother-in-law of Tali-
ban leader Mullah Omar, officials
said Tuesday. An American sol-
dier was reportedly shot and
wounded in a separate rebel at-
tack.

Mullah Amanullah, the broth-
er-in-law of the reclusive Taliban
leader, was detained early Tues-
day morning near Deh Rawod,
Omar’s home town in Uruzgan
province, 250 miles southwest of
Kabul, police chief Rozi Khan
told The Associated Press.

Khan said Amanullah shot and
killed a police commander who
stopped his car before he was
overwhelmed and arrested.

Maj. Rick Peat had no informa-
tion on his arrest.

Uruzgan and neighboring
Zabul have been the focus of the
stubborn i by Omar’s

Three
bombs and a satellite telephone
as well as an AK-47 assault rifle
were found in the vehicle, he said.

It was not immediately clear
what role Amanullah held in the
Taliban movement or if he had
any contact with the one-eyed
Omar, who could have a large net-
work of in-laws via his four wive

Khan said Afghan authorities
might hand Amanullah to Ameri-
can forces, but U.S. spokesman

followers since U.S. and Afghan
forces routed them in late 2001.

Gov. Khial Mohammed said
one militant was killed and four
captured in Zabul on Monday
when US. and Afghan troops
were searching villages for guns
and rebels.

The American soldier was shot
and wounded in Arghandab, an-
other district of Zabul, deputy po-
lice chief Ghulam Jailani said.

e American military had no
immediate comment.
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USAFE under the gun to reduce expenses

Base leaders handling budget shortfalls from war on terrorism by cutting out the fat

BY MARNI MCENTEE
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — At Aviano Air Base, Italy,
some airmen have said “ai
rivederci” to cleaning contractors
and “buon giorno” to sweeping
and mopping their office build-

s.

ings.

At RAF Mildenhall, England,
airmen can't take the shuttle bus
to the operations side of the base
anymore.

And at Spangdahlem Air Base,
aircraft maintainers are lugging
their tools by foot along miles of
flight line instead of riding in a
pickup or van.

All these measures are ways
that U.S. Air Forces in Europe
base leaders are handling budget
shortfalls in fiscal 2004.

Although some base public af-
fairs officials say the shortfall has
little connection to the global war
on terrorism, some USAFE lead-
ers and base commanders say the
war is directly affecting their bot-
tom line.

“I have to make due with less
because that money is being
spent for war-related costs,” said
Col. Stephen Mueller, command-
er of the 52nd Fighter Wing at
Spangdahlem, which includes
3,600 airmen in three fighter
squadrons and numerous support
units.

With a bit more than two
‘months to go in fiscal 2004, Span-
gdahlem’s operating budget is 27
percent less than it was last year,
Mueller said.

USAFE, with five main operat-
ing bases and more than 36,000
active-duty airmen, has a fiscal
2004 budget of $1.5 billion. That’s
about $136 million below the fis-
cal 2003 budget, said Col. Antho-
ny Thompson, chief of USAFE’s
Financial Analysis Division. He
expects to enter fiscal 2005 with
about the same shortfall.

USAFE leaders are hoping that
Congress will appropriate contin-
gency funds later this summer to
boost base budgets, but there are
no guarantees. And, Thompson
said, most of those contingency
funds would be line-item specific
for war costs, giving base com-
manders little discretion on how
the money is spent.

“The prospect of not getting
any additional funding is very
real, and that would cause some
real hardships,” USAFE spokes-
man Capt. Rich Komurek said.

Meanwhile, bases are scrimp-
ing and saving to make it through
the fiscal year.

Trimming the fat

Like most USAFE base com-
manders, Mueller and his troops
have found creative ways to
stretch their limited dollars.

For example, maintenance or
repairs on all but mission-essen-
tial vehicles, such as aircraft tugs
and pallet loaders, are being post-
poned.

The policy sometimes puts air-
craft maintainers in a bind. With-
out the passenger vans and pick-
ups they usually rely on to get
around the base’s lengthy flight

line, maintainers have to hoof it,
sometimes pushing their heavy
tool boxes in front of them.

“We have a lot of folks who end
up walking from aircraft to air-
craft to do the job,” said Tech.
Sgt. Paul Pemberton, program
manager for the 52nd Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron, which re-
pairs and maintains all the wing’s
F-16 and A-10 jets.

“When it's snowing or raining,
that can be a real pain,” said Pem-
berton, 37, of Atlanta.

While the unit has been looking
for cost savings for some time,
Pemberton said the situation has
been “critical” for about three
months. As of last week, 18 of the
unit’s 68 vehicles were parked to
save on maintenance costs, he
said.

Mostly, the maintainers are
sucking up the extra exercise, un-
derstanding that the war takes
precedence over personal com-
fort. But jobs do take longer, Pem-
berton said.

“You can’t accomplish the effi-
ciency that you'd like,” he said.
“In essence, it's a burden. But
they do overcome.”

Some bases, such as Aviano,
are axing “luxuries” such as
cleaning contractors, leaving air-
men to tidy up their work spaces.

Airman 1st Class Daniel Meng,
a communications security ac-
countant, just finished his
two-week cleaning detail to mop,
sweep and take out the trash at
Aviano’s 31st Fighter Wing head-
quarters building.

“At first I didn’t like it, but after
I started doing it I realized it was
important,” Meng, 20, said. “I
treated it like my regular job.”

The cutbacks reflect the price
tag of the global war on terror-
ism, which has forced bases to
spend more money on troop de-
ployments, additional supplies
and f

people who are fighting the war,”
US. Rep. Duncan Hunter,
R.-Calif., chairmen of the House
Armed Services Committee, said
during a June 30 visit to Ram-
stein.

“Longer term projects that are
less relevant to the immediate
war fight, some military construc-
tion and some things you'd like to
have for the comfort of troops in
the rear” have been postponed,
he said.

“For the time being, we think
we can handle that,” Hunter said.

In USAFE, that means luxuries
that airmen had come to expect
during peacetime, such as unlim-
ited towels in the gym or someone

From left, Airman
1st Class Smith
Jeter, Staff Sgt.
Patrick Navarette
and Airman 1st
Class Eley Britton
inspect Joint Direct
Attack Munitions at
a forward-deployed
location,

forced Air Force
bases back in
Germany to tighten
their belts because
some funding was
diverted for the
war on terrorism.

DEMETRIUS LESTER
Caurtesy
the U.S. Air Force

to take out the trash, are “pushed
aside” when the service is on a
war footing, Thompson said.

“It becomes a bare-bones base-
line budget,” he said. “It’s always
mission first: fly or fight. These
are war-fighting costs.”

One Pentagon official said Pres-
ident Bush and Secretary of De-
fense Donald Rumsfeld are fully
aware of the base operating bud-
get crunch.

“It is true that those accounts
have not been executed to the pre-
dicted budget level because of the
war,” said Raymond DuBois Jr.,
deputy undersecretary of defense
for installations and environment.

SEE CUTS ON PAGE 6

Stretching scarce dollars

are some

RAF LAKENHEATH

W Limiting temporary duty
assignments. For example,

Squadron is bringing

the 48th Fighter Wing Comptroller

's five main

U.S. Air Forces in Europe bases are finding creative ways to cut costs. Here
from the ing bases.

than sending students TDY
to their courses.

RAF MILDENHALL

B Canceled shuttle bus to
operations side of base
W Postponed annual repairs
on snow-removal equipment
B Postponed maintenance
on about 60 of 720

i tial vehicles

o

In 2004 alone, Congress has ap-
proved $126.1 billion for Irag,
with an additional $25 billion
headed for congressional approv-
al, according to the Institute for
Policy Studies, a Washington,
D.C.-based think tank.

“We have focused on the war in
Iraq and Afghanistan and getting
the very best equipment for the

for financial analysis and budget
courses to Lakenheath rather

Source: Base public affairs offices

AVIANO AIR BASE

W 12-week civilian hiring freeze
W Postponed opening of

a temporary lodging facility

W Parking nonmission-critical
vehicles

W Pared down base cleaning
contracts

B No free towels at fitness
center; airmen must bring

SPANGDAHLEM AIR BASE

W Postponed purchase of new
barracks furniture, meaning
airmen have to buy their own
amenities such as refrigerators
W Postponing maintenance
on at least 50 of its 1,000
official vehicles

W Paring down TDYs and
certain training courses

Operating costs
Operating budgets for U.S. Air
Forces in Europe’s five main
operating bases.

AVIANO AIR BASE

Fiscal 2003: $215.1 million
Fiscal 2004 to date:

$187.1 million

Shortfall: $28 million or
13 percent

RAF LAKENHEATH
Fiscal 2003: $237 million
Fiscal 2004: $231 million
Shortfall: $6 million ol

3 percent.

Fiscal 2003: $116.4 million
Fiscal 2004 to date:

$87.5 million

Shortfall: $28.9 million or
25 percent

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE

435th Air Base Wing

Fiscal 2004 (Jan.-July): $197.2*
Shortfall: Approximately $3
million or 1 percent
*Ramstein figures do not
include fiscal 2003 figures
because the 435th AB Wing
was formed in January 2004.

SPANGDAHLEM AIR BASE

Fiscal 2003: $164.5 million

Fiscal 2004 to date:

$120.4 million

Shortfall: $44.1 million or
7 percent.

Source: USAFE bases Stars and Stripes

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE

W Limited temporary duty
assignments, saving
$200,000 in last four months of
the fiscal year

B Temporary freeze on
civilian hires

W Postponed maintenance on
58 of its 2,509-vehicle fleet

their own

PETER JAEGER/Stars and Stripes
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Soldiers’ involuntary reassignments to begin

BY LI1SA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Some sol-
diers are about to switch jobs —
whether they like it or not.

Under a long-standing authori-
ty called “Involuntary Classifica-
tion,” Army officials are about to
exercise their right to tell soldiers
they need to take a different ]Ob
in order to “rebalance the force,”
Army officials said.

Beginning this week, around 140
soldiers will get a letter informing
them that they've been reassigned,
complete with a date to attend a
school for retraining, along with in-
formation about whether they will
need to pull up stakes and move
permanently, or just attend the
school in temporary duty status, ac-
cording to Connie Marche, Chief of
the Army’s Reclassification Man-
agement Branch.

Soldiers should have “at least
90 days notice” of the move.

“But it’s not optional,” Marche
said in a Monday telephone inter-
view. “It’s an order.”

The involuntary reclassification
program is necessary because the
rmy — like the Navy and Ai
Force — has too many people
doing Cold-War era jobs that
aren't relevant to today’s missions.

lyst. Total affected: 50 soldiers.

diers.

Ground

8K — Transportation watercraft engineers, to be reclas-
sified to 88K, watercrat operators. Total affected: 15 sol-

96H — Common Ground Station Operator, and 96R,

The first reclassification list

The Army reclassification will begin by focusing on sub-
sets within five Military Occupational Specialties, or MOSs.
The number is the career field; the letter is the subspecialf

21B — Combat engineer, and 21J, general constru
tions equipment operator, to be reclassified to 21U, topo-
grapmc analyst. Total affected: 10 soldiers.

— Telecommunications Operator — Maintainer, to
be veclassuied to 25B, information systems operator/ana-

unknown.

tainer.

the J and R Air Defen

ystem Operator.
MOS and number of affected soldiers unknown.

98H — Communications/Noncommunications Collec-
tor. Reclassification MOS and number of affected soldiers

Note: The Army also needs about 110 soldiers to move
from 148, Air Defense Avenger crewmember, and 14R, Air
Defense Bradley Linebacker crewmember, to 14J, Air De-
fense Command, Control, Communications, Computers
and Intelligence Tacti

But before the service mandates the moves, soldiers in

tary period, Army officials said.

ical Operations Center Operator/Main-

se MOSs will be given a 90-day volun-

— Lisa Burgess

The Air Force and Navy are
using programs that  give
first-term airmen and sailors in
overmanned jobs a choice of
changing to an area where they is
a shortage of personnel when it’s
time to re-enlist. If the members
won't do it, they often aren’t al-
lowed to re-up.

But those two services can af-
ford to lose members who don’t
want to change jobs. The Air Force
needs to cut 22,000 airmen by
Sept. 31, 2005, because it is beyond
its authorized end strength, while

the Navy intends to reduce its size
by 7,900 by the same time, in order
to fund future technologies.

The Army, on the other hand,
has primary responsibility for
missions in Iraq and Afghanistan.

With no end to either in sight,
the Army can't spare a soul. In
fact, Congress has told the Army it
needs to add another 30,000 sol-
diers over the next couple of years.

Nevertheless, the Army has
tried the volunteer route, too.

The Army has not exercised its
legal right to tell people to switch

without giving them a 90-day vol-
unteer period first since the early
1980s, Marche said.

If enough soldiers don’t take the
bait, only then has the Army resort-

changes in “low-density” MOSs,
where you probably have fewer
than 1,000 soldiers,” Marche sai

Nor are the involuntary reclas-
sification soldiers being asked to
switch their basic career fields,
just their sub-specialties within
that field.

“We're only going to do this if
you’re going to be in the same ca-
reer field, the logic being it won’t
be such a drastic change” for sol-
diers, Marche said.

In those MOSs, “if you have
just one more soldler, you can be
over strength,” she said.

But the involuntary reclassifica-
tion program will continue, and
not always on a small scale,
Marche said.

By the end of the year, as many
as 700 intelligence soldiers may
be ask to shuffle jobs, although
the plans have yet to be finalized,
she said.

Moving from an over-stressed
field to an under-strength job has

ed to involuntary
The problem, Marche said, “is
that we've never been too success-
ful with ... [asking] for volunteers
. We all get comfortable with
what we do and don’t want to
make changes.”
The initial numbers of involun-
tary reclassifications are small be-
cause the Army needs to make its

its advantages, even if it’s not by
choice, Marche pointed out.

Ve MOSs “have stag-
nant promotion opportunities ...
and [a lack] of career-enhancing
assignments,” which is not the
case at all in undermanned areas,
she said.

-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

Going for soldier of the year

L 2
JASON L. AUSTIN/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

and

Spc. Megan Pitts, of

14th Transportation Battalion, aids a squad of German soldiers across

a river during the U.S. Army Europe soldier of the year comp

Germany. The

consists of a physical fitness

test, a written examination, basic soldiering tasks, an M-16 range, land
navigation and an oral board. The winners of soldier and noncommis-
sioned officer of the year competitions were to be announced at 6 p.m.

‘Wednesday in Heidelberg.

Cuts: Budget may affect morale

CUTS, FROM PAGE 5

DuBois, who joined Hunter in
the June visit to Ramstein, said
Pentagon leaders hope to replen-
ish base coffers with the $25 bil-
lion supplemental before the Au-
gust congressional recess, as well
as another supplemental next
year.

Hearing that news, Pemberton,
the Spangdahlem aircraft main-
tainer, said: “Good grief. I hope
s0.”

Paying the bills

Mildenhall, home of the busy
100th Air Refueling Wing, is
spending more money on equip-
ping troops for war or replacing
airmen while they are gone. As of
June, $6.8 million — more than 7
percent of the base’s operating
budget — was spent on war-relat-
ed costs, base officials said.

That includes such things as
$270,000 on “personnel and sup-
port items” such as clothing,
all-purpose bags and travel. An
additional $540,000 went to pay
for contracted cooks to replace de-
ployed personnel, and $1.5 mil-

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

While Navy and Air Force
bases in Europe cope with bud-
get cuts and fee hikes to help
pay for the Iraq war, the the-
ater’s Army bases haven't suf-
fered much, Army officials say.

U.S. Army Europe did see its
budget trimmed from $2.6 bil-
lion in 2003 to $2.2 billion this
year, said Bob Purtiman, a US-
AREUR spokesman. But he at-
tributed the reduction almost en-
tirely to the command’s reduced
commitments in the Balkans.

“The difference should not be
construed as a budget cut to US-
AREUR,” he said in a written
statement. He also said no train-
ing events have been canceled
although some training
earmarked for deployed units
were instead used to help those
move to Iraq.

The Installation Management
Agency-Europe, which oversees
ions in the theater,

lion was spent to improve

f i , base | base
officials said in an e-mail to Stars

and Stripes.

RAF Lakenheath, England,
home of the 48th Fighter Wing,
has spent roughly $6.5 million to
support worldwide contingencies
in fiscal 2004, a base spokesman
said. Its fighter squadrons recent-
ly returned from a three-month
tour in Irag.

At Aviano, about $31.1 million
— nearly 17 percent of its operat-
ing budget this fiscal year — is
going toward war-fighting prepa-
ration, equipment, supplies and

suffered a budget shortfall of

$30 million this year, about 2

Army bases suffer less
from war-induced cuts

percent of its $1.44 billion bud-
get. Millie Waters, an IMA-Eu-
rope spokeswoman, blamed the
deficit partly on the demands of

e Pentagon’s commitments in
Iraq and elsewhere.

She said the command has fro-
zen hiring but has so far avoided
layoffs of temporary employees
as had been expected when
IMA-Europe announced the
cuts in May. Travel and training
also has been reduced and some
construction projects delayed
until after the 2005 fiscal year
begins Oct. 1.

But, Waters said, some of the
cuts have been offset by extra
funds earmarked for the home
bases of units — primarily from
the 1st Armored Division —
forced to stay in Iraq for more
than a year.

The Hanau, Germany-based
104th Area Support Group al-
ready has received $2.6 million,
she said, and an additional $9.. 3
million for other units is expect-
ed soon.
ail Steve Liewer at:
Tewers@mallcstripes.osdmil

temporary duty assignments,
base officials said.

And at Ramstein Air Base,
$31.7 million of the 435th Air
Base Wing’s $197.2 million bud-
get is being spent on the global
war on terrorism, spokeswoman
Darlene Cowsert said.

With no end in sight for the
war, USAFE leaders do worry
about continuing shortfalls back
in garrison.

Further cuts may begin to af-
fect troop morale — a concern the
Air Force takes seriously.

“We have not reached that
point,” Thompson said. “We are
not there yet. If we go through an-
other year like this in 2005, and
get into 2006 and it’s like this —
then we're building toward im-
pacting quality of life.”

E-mail Marni McEntee at:
mcenteem@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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ROTC students
get first taste
of life at sea

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

ABOARD THE USS ENTERPRISE — In a couple
of years, Zach Weinman, 19, will be a naval officer
and in charge.

But this summer, he’s a petty officer and taking or-
ders.

For two months aboard this aircraft carrier, he
has lived and worked like any regular, enlisted sail-
or — mopping the deck, helping pull lines and man-
ning watches on the bridge. Rank might have its
privileges, but for now Weinman said being an enlist-
ed sailor — even if only for the summer — is valu-
able experience.

“You learn the enlisted side of things and that’s
what this cruise is all about,” said Weinman, a me-
Chdmcdl engineering student at the University of
Maing

Every year, Naval Academy and Reserve Officer
Training Corps midshipmen volunteer to join ships
and submarines at sea to get a better idea of what
sea life is like and get an up-close look at what enlist-
ed sailors do while under way.

Ten college students joined the Enterprise this
summer before the carrier deployed to the eastern
Atlantic Ocean as part of the Summer Pulse *04 exer-
cise.

Lt. Cmdr. Simonia Blassingame, the carrier’s
training officer, said the cruises often are an
eye-opening and humbling experience for the stu-
dents, who will become commissioned officers after
they graduate. It’s not unusual for a few to get lost
on the 1,123-foot vessel.

“Some have never been on a ship before,” Blassin-
game said.

This is no pleasure cruise.

Many of the midshipmen are getting an apprecia-
tion for the long hours sailors work. They have their
own living spaces, but they eat in the general mess
with the enlisted sailors.

Two midshipmen aboard the Enterprise are serv-
ing as division officers in the ship’s deck depart-
ment because the positions are vacant. Monika Goo-
drich and Amy Haag are taking on more duties than
usual.

Haag, 21, a chemical engineering student from
Pennsylvania, said the cruise is a chance to watch of-
ficers and department heads in action.

MARCEL A. BARBEAU/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Torpedoman’s Mate 3rd Class Marcus Young of
Shannon, Miss., gives a safety brief on the M-60
machine gun to Midshipmen 3rd Class Zachary
Weinman, of Annapolis, Md., on the fantail aboard
USS Enterprise. Enterprise is one of seven aircraft
carriers participating in Summer Pulse '04. Wein-
man is an ROTC student volunteering on the ship.

“You see so many different leadership styles,”
Haag said. “You've seen effective ones and noneffec-
tive ones.”

Academy and ROTC students can go on as many
as three cruises designed to deliver a better under-
standing of the at-sea Navy and Marine Corps.

Midshipmen receive a salary equivalent to that of
a petty officer second class for the tour, but they do
not have the authority that comes with rank. They
are sort of in a “gray area,” somewhere between and
enlisted sailor and a junior officer.

“We're like half of an ensign,” said James Card-
well, 22, a psychology major at Auburn University
in Alabama.

While the midshipmen aren’t recognized as offic-
ers, they said the enlisted sailors and the chief petty
officers have gone out of their way to help them. It's
probably a good idea that they do, i said.

Families of USS Cole
victims suing Sudan

BY SONJA BARISIC
The Associated Press

NORFOLK, Virginia — Family
members of seven of the 17 sail-
ors killed in the bombing of the
USS Cole are suing Sudan for
more than $100 million, contend-
ing the African nation financed,
trained and harbored the terror-
ists responsible for the attack.

“Those widows and children
very much need” the money,
John Clodfelter, whose son Ken-
neth was killed in the Oct. 12,
2000, attack, said Monday.

The lawsuit was filed Friday in
federal court in Norfolk. The de-
stroyer is based at Norfolk Naval
Station.

Suicide bombers pulled an ex-
plosive-packed boat alongside the

Cole as the ship refueled in the
Yemen port of Aden, blasting a
large hole in its side. The attack
was blamed on Osama bin Lad-
en’s al-Qaida terrorist network.

The lawsuit alleges Sudan was
a haven for bin Laden or his fol-
lowers in the years before the at-
tack.

A spokesman for the Sudanese
Embassy in Washington said the
embassy had not seen the lawsuit
and had no comment.

Six alleged al-Qaida operatives
were charged earlier this month
in Yemen with plotting the attack.

Saved by the crew from sink-
ing, the ship was repaired in Pas-
cagoula, M; It recently
completed its first overseas duty
since the bombing, returning to
Norfolk in May after six months
in the Mediterranean Sea.

Pilot who bombed Canadians
loses appeal of reprimand

The Associated Press

BARKSDALE AIR FORCE
BASE, La. — A U.S. fighter pilot
who mistakenly bombed Canadi-
an soldiers in Afghanistan in
2002, killing four and injuring
eight, has lost an appeal of his rep-
rimand, officials announced Mon-
day.

Earlier this month, Maj. Harry
Schmidt was found guilty of dere-
liction of duty and was ordered to
forfeit more than $5,000 in pay.

Lt Gen. Bruce Carlson, who
handed down the verdict, said in
a letter of reprimand that
Schmidt “acted shamefully” and
exhibited “arrogance and a lack

“You never know,” she said. “In a few years, this
could be the person they’re working for.”

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

of flight > in the April
17, 2002, bombing.

In his appeal, Schmidt said the
reprimand was issued as a “de
sire to mount a public relations

campaign rather than actually at-
tempt to see justice done.”

But the Air Force announced
Monday that Carlson had reject-
ed Schmidt’s appeal. The case
will be forwarded to Gen. Hal
Homberg, commander of the Air
Force combat command, for a
final decision, the Air Force said.

Schmidt’s attorney, Charles W.
Gittins, on Monday said he was
not surprised by the ruling and
does not expect Homberg to de-
cide the case any differently.

“It’s in the Air Force’s interest
to lay the blame at the lowest pos-
sible level, not the appropriate
level,” Gittins said.

If Homberg rules unfavorably,
Gittens said he still could petition
the Air Force Board for the Cor-
rection of Military Record to
clear the pilot’s name. He could
also seek reimbursement in anoth-
er venue for the withheld wages.

Search for pellet shooting suspect

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — German police and U.S.

G

Force Security Forces are looking for a black BMW with U.S. mi
tary license plates in connection with a spate of pellet-gun shooti
in the Kaiserslautern area, a Ramstein Air Base spokeswoman con-
firmed Tuesday.

Three people have been shot since last week by someone riding in
a black BMW with U.S. tags starting with the letters “AD,” accord-
ing to an item Tuesday in the German newspaper Die Rhempfalz

The latest attack was at 11:25 p.m. Friday on Schneiderstrasse in
Kaiserslautern, the newspaper reported. A 64-year-old man’s arm
was lacerated when he was shot, the paper said. Shortly after that in-
cident, someone shot a pellet gun at a couple on Eisenbahnstrasse,
but it missed the couple and hit a shop window.

Witnesses said the vehicle had four occupants and two were in
the back seat laughing after shooting at the couple, the newspaper
reported.

A cyclist and a 24-year-old woman were shot last week. German
police told Die Rheinpfalz that the type of ammunition is customary
for air rifles and air pistols.

Reward for V Corps vehicle vandal

The Criminal Investigative Command is offering a $2,000 reward
to anyone with information leading to the arrest and conviction of
those involved in the vandalism of 15 V Corps unit vehicles between

March 20 and

The vehicles, parked at the Kaiserslautern General Support Cen-
ter-Europe in Germany, were broken into and their contents, which
included military equipment, were stolen.

The estimated cost of loss to the property is $56,0

Anyone with information is asked to call (+49) 0631 -340-6020.
From staff reports

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY
Stars and Stripes

It won’t be the Tour de France,
but a cycling enthusiast from
Hanau is setting the stage for a se-
ries of bike races in mid-Septem-
ber.

At 53, Larry Bostick’s best rac-
ing days are behind him, but the
former racer, now the manager of
the central processing facility in
Hanau, Germany, still feels a
need to peddle his sport. So he
has proposed — and the 104th
Area Support Group has agreed
to back — the inaugural “Pioneer
Criterium.”

Aside from the racers, Bostick
hopes the event will draw a large
crowd.

“You can bring grills,” Bostick
said, “and you can bring out lawn
chairs, sit back and enjoy the
races.”

A “criterium” is a bicycling
event in which participants gath-

er en masse at a starting line and
then race around a closed-circuit
course, often a half-mile to a mile
in length. Typically, a criterium
course wends its way through
urban or suburban streets.

The five races Bostick and the
104th ASG are organizing will
take place on a flat course measur-
ing six-tenths of a mile. In all but
one of the races, the total distance
covered would be 30 miles, or 50
laps.

The races are scheduled for
Sept. 18 at Pioneer Casern in
Hanau. Bostick said most of the
would-be participants are affiliat-
ed with the U.S. military, though
German cyclists can race, too. En-
trants pay 20 euros to ride.

Riders will be slotted into a par-
ticular race depending on age and
sex. Women riders may partici-
pate in only the last race, one
geared to them and to men 50 and
above. Bostick said that’s because
the number of female riders in bi-
cycling events often is quite low.

104th ASG organizing cycling race

The first race, starting at 10
am,, is for 18- to 24-year-olds. It
will be followed an hour or so
later by 25-29 age race, then the
longest race of the day, covering
40 miles and open to men in their
30s. Forty-year-olds cycle in the
next, with women and all other
men in the final heat.

The event, billed as a Hispanic
Heritage month function, also has
the support of the U.S. Armed
Forces Europe Cycling Team,
headquartered at Sembach Air
Base, Germany.

Debra Ponzio, who manages
the team, said the Hanau heat
could become part of the cycling
series. Criteriums, which she lik-
ens to “going around the block —
many times,” are worthy events
and currently not part of the se-

“We're excited there is another
cycling event” for American cy-
clists in Europe, she said.

E-mail Kevin Dougherty
Goughertykamal cstrpes osdmil
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IN THE WORLD

Palestinian p

The Associated Press

RAMALLAH, West Bank —
Palestinian  Prime  Minister
Ahmed Qureia told Yasser Arafat
on Tuesday he would stay on in
his post, but only temporarily in a
caretaker capacity, Cabinet minis-
ters said.

In an angry confrontation in
the Palestinian leader’s office,
Qureia insisted his resignation
stands unless Arafat yields more
power to the Cabinet, Palestinian
officials said.

Arafat was equally insistent
that he rejected Qureia’s resigna-
tion, said Saeb Erekat, a senior
Cabinet minister.

“President Arafat insisted in re-
Jjecting the resignation. Abu Ala
insists on his resignation. The cri-
sis goes on,” Erekat told The Asso-
ciated Press, using Qureia’s com-
mon name.

Qureia exited through a rear
door to avoid reporters, leaving it
unclear how long he would re-
main in the post or what his next
move will be.

At the stormy Cabinet meeting,
some ministers quoted Qureia as
saying he accepted Arafat’s rejec-
tion of his resignation, which he
submitted three days ago amid
growing chaos in Gaza ahead of a
planned Israeli pullout and dis-
content over disorder in the Pales-

Pale:
Qureia,

ower problems

ian leader Yasser Arafat, right, and his prime minister, Ahmed
attend an emergency meeting at Arafat’s office Tuesday. Qureia

told Arafat he would temporarily stay at his post, Cabinet ministers said.

tinian security services.

But Qureia was clearly angry
that Arafat refused to yield power
over the security forces, and at
the lack of authority the Cabinet
has to make and carry out deci-
sions.

He told the Cabinet he saw him-
self only as a caretaker premier,
ministers said, indicating that the
underlying problems remained
unresolved.

Qureia “told Arafat that his gov-
ernment must have real authori-
ty, especially over the security

branches in order for it to be ef-
fective,” said Qadoura Fares, a
minister without portfolio.

Arafat, who is president of the
Palestinian Authority, attended
the meeting but made no com-
ment afterward. The session was
held in his headquarters, where
he has been sequestered for two
years in his shell-shattered com-
pound.

The Cabinet crisis exploded
after a series of kidnappings and
violent demonstrations in Gaza
last week, followed by Arafat’s re-
shuffling of top security posts.

Stripes travels everywhere from traditional
hot spots to remote escapes and tells you
how to follow. Just read Travel every

" Thursday, and you're good to go!

Your Hometown Newspaper

31 miners killed in
Ukraine mine blast

The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Rescuers
flooded a shaft at an eastern
Ukrainian coal mine with water
and nitrogen gas Tuesday in an ef-
fort to extinguish a raging fire
and resume searching for survi-
vors from an explosion that killed
31 miners.

'mergency workers recovered
the bodies of 31 miners and were
seeking five others in the Krasno-
limanskaya mine, where a combi-
nation of methane and coal dust
exploded about 3,180 feet below
the surface Monday evening. Offi-
cials were still investigating what
aparked the blast.

“We will

thousands of cubic feet of nitro-
gen, flooding parts of the shaft in
an effort to put out the fires. Offi-
cials say it could take more than a
day to extinguish the blazes.

Mine officials said 48 miners
were changing shifts around 9:30
p.m. Monday when the explosion
happened. Twelve miners man-
aged to escape unscathed.

Ukraine’s mines are consid-
ered to be among the world’s
most deadly due to high concen-
trations of methane gas, frequent
violations of safety rules and out-
dated equipment. More than 75
percent of Ukraine’s 200 coal
mines are classified as “danger-
ous.’

eep »
Deputy Prime Minister Andrey
Klyuyev.

More than 50 rescue teams
struggled all day Tuesday with
raging fires, high concentrations
of poisonous gases, heavy smoke
and temperatures in the mine tun-
nels that reached up to 120 de-
grees Fahrenheit, said a rescuer
who gave his name only as Volod-
ymyr, speaking by telephone
from the Donetsk region mine.

“Rocks and debris make our
job incredibly difficult ... it's a
‘complete mess down there,” Vol-
odymyr said.

Fire rescuers started pumping
thousands of gallons of water and

The Ki mine is
considered one of the most peril-
ous mines in Ukraine due to fre-
quent methane leaks; three years
ago, nine miners died in a meth-
ane blast. The mine is also one of
Ukraine’s most profitable, produc-
ing more than 10,000 tons of
high-quality coal daily

Tuesday’s explosion is the dead-
liest mining incident in Ukraine
in two years. In July 2002, 33 min-
ers died in a fire and in 2001, 55
died in a gas explosion.

At least 267 miners died in
Ukraine’s mines last year, accord-
ing to the State Labor Protection
Committee, and more than 3,700
have been killed since 1991.
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Philipp Freiherr von Boeselager, one
volved in an assassination attempt on Nazi leader Adolf Hitler, ar-
rives Tuesday at Berlin's Ploetzensse memorial site for the victims
of the Nazi era. Von Boeselager and his wife, Rosy, were there as

partofa of the 60th

of the last living people in-

BY DAVID RISING
The Associated Press

BERLIN — Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder confronted the linger-
ing demons of the Nazi era Tues-
day and honored Germany’s
oft-forgotten resistance movement
60 years after the most famous
plot to kill Adolf Hitler, saying that
the army officers, civic leaders
and ordinary people who usually
paid with their lives were heroes.

Germans should remember not
only Col. Claus Graf Schenk von
Stauffenberg, the aristocratic Nazi
army officer who tried to kill Hit-
ler with a briefcase bomb placed
under their conference table on
July 20, 1944, Schroeder said at
the World War II army headquar-
ters where Stauffenberg was exe-
cuted by firing squad the same
night after Hitler survived the
bomb.

“Tens of thousands of them
were deported to prisons and con-
centration camps, driven into exile
or killed,” he said. They included
labor and church leaders, Social
Democratic and Communist politi-
cians, and students.

tion of the plotters came as Germa-
ny increasingly sheds the debilitat-
ing legacy of the Third Reich, as
evidenced by Schroeder’s invita-
tion to D-Day ceremonies in
France last month.

In his comments, Schroeder —
at 60 the first German leader with
no personal memory of the war —
said those Germans who opposed
Hitler from the first were mem-
bers of the resistance, too.

“Resistance against the dictator-
ship began already in 1933, when
the Nazis had seized power,” he
told the ceremony.

Schroeder said July 20 is a re-
minder to Germans to “defend
again and again the values of free-
dom and tolerance that we consid-
er so self-evident today.”

But the remembrance also under-
scored the fact that, unlike in coun-
tries such as France or the Nether-
lands, the German resistance
never gained popular support for
an uprising against Nazi rule.

German President Horst Koe-
hler laid a wreath during the cere-
mony at a plaque honoring the
July 20 plotters at the Bendler-
block building, now the Defense

Hitler coup plotters honored
at Nazi resistance memorial

tral city of Goettingen, vandals
sprayed apparent neo-Nazi slo-
gans on a Stauffenberg memorial,
police said.

Schroeder said Germans need to
keep on asking themselves: “How
could the dictatorship rely for so
long on a broad mass base? It was
not possible for the resistance to
mobilize something of a natural pa-
triotism against the National So-
cialists.”

Some answers, he suggested, lie
in the all-encompassing Nazi po-
lice state, the fact that Hitler sur-
vived repeated attempts to kill
him, and that even the army coup
plotters and other elites who ulti-
mately became resistors long wa-
vered between loyalty to the Fuehr-
er and their conscience.

Later Tuesday, Schroeder was
to attend the swearing-in of new
German army recruits at the site
— an annual tradition designed to
highlight the importance of the re-
sistance to Hitler from within the
military.

Popular culture has given the
memory of the German resistance
a boost, with a new feature film on
Stauffenberg released to coincide
with the 60th anniversary, as well

'y of the failed plot.

The high-profile commemora-

Ministry. But overnight in the cen-

as documentaries and books.

New EU leader

STRASBOURG, France — Eu-
ropean lawmakers on Tuesday
elected a Spaniard to be its next
president as the expanded Euro-
pean Parliament met for the first
time.

The 732-member assembly
chose Josep Borrell, a relatively
unknnwn Spanish Socialist, to its
top job.

The S7-year old, who comes
from the region of Catalonia in
Spain, succeeds outgoing presi-
dent Pat Cox.

Iran’s abortion bill

TEHRAN, Iran— Iran’s conser-
vative-dominated parliament ap-
proved a draft bill Tuesday that
would allow abortion in the first

London rail project gets government OK

BY ED JOHNSON
The Associated Press

LONDON — Prime Minister Tony Blair’s
government on Tuesday supported a new
east-west rail link underneath London, but
said that it would be a “huge challenge”
fund and deliver the $18.5 billion plan.

Transport Secretary Alistair Darling said
the plans for the Crossrail project “need to be
robust and value for money.”

London Mayor Ken Livingstone would like
the project completed by 2012, to support the
city’s bid to host the 2012 Olympic games. But
the British government has said it does not be-
lieve it can be completed before 2013.

Darling told the House of Commons that a

good transport infrastructure would be cru-
cial to a successful Olympic bid.

Darling said that the government would in-
troduce legislation “at the earliest opportuni-
ty” to allow the rail link to be built.

Apart from the Underground subway net-
work, London currently has just one rail route
through the city — the Thameslink line run-
ning from King’s Cross toward Gatwick air-
port.

Lnndon commuters complain of congestion
and frequent delays, and business leaders in-
sist the Crossrail project is vital to support the
capital’s development as a leading world city
and financial center.

If Britain wins the 2012 Olympics, the
Games would be held on the poorer, east side
of London.

The Crossrail project has been discussed
for decades, but plans were shelved in the
1990s over cost concerns.

Under the current plan, Crossrail would pro-
vide 24 trains an hour in each direction
through central London and be capable of car-
rying 160,000 morning rush-hour passengers.

The government already has committed
$285 million to carry out a feasibility study.
Plans must be approved by Parliament before
work could begin.

Darling said the government would contin-
ue to reorganize the rail system, which was
broken up and sold to private owners in the
mid-1990s. It is frequently criticized for de-

lays,
and creaky infrastructure.

four months of if the
mother’s life is in danger or the
fetus is malformed.

The bill requires approval by
the Guardian Council, which vets
all legislation. However, top con-
servative lawmakers visited reli-
gious leaders last week in Qom,
known as Iran’s Vatican City, and
won their support for the action to
avoid controversy in Iran’s highly
religious society.

N. Ireland drawdown

BELFAST, Northern Ireland —
Britain has made significant mili-
tary cutbacks in Northern Ireland
over the past five years but needs
to do much more to reach a nor-
mal level, an international panel
of experts reported Tuesday.
Irish Catholics have demanded
more base closures and troop
withdrawals, but leaders of the
province’s British Protestant ma-
jority complain they've already
gone too far.
From The Associated Press

Miner digs up 182-carat diamond — and trouble

BY PAUL FOURNIER
The Associated Press

CONAKRY, Guinea — There’s
lucky: Finding a diamond when
you're a young miner sweating it
out in the West African forests of
Guinea.

And then there’s too lucky: find-
ing a 182-carat stone that everyone
— starting with the government of
Guinea — wants a piece of.

Result: the stone, four times the
size of the famous Hope diamond,
was tucked away Monday deep in
the vaults of Guinea’s Central
Bank. No pictures, please.

And the 25-year-old miner who
found it, if not exactly in hiding,

Miners pan for diamonds in June near Koidu, Sierra Leone, near the
Guinean border. A 25-year-old miner in impoverished Guinea has un-

having numerous_veins. One
thing is certain — it's worth mil-
lions of dollars,” a top official
with the Aredor mining company,
Guinea’s biggest diamond opera-
tion, told The Associated Press.

The Hope diamond, by con-
trast, is 45.52 carats.

The 25-year-old miner, who
was not identified, struck his shov-
el on the stone at a dig in south-
east Guinea, bordering Ivory
Coast and Liberia.

Authorities gave few other de-
tails of the diamond’s first hours
and days in the light. It was clear,
however, that the rock’s time with
its discoverer was brief.

Authorities were to inspect the

was making himself scarce. No in-
terviews, please.

State radio in impoverished,
mineral-rich Guinea announced
the find Thursday. Guinea min-

earthed a 182-carat diamond worth

ing industry officials confirmed
Monday that the newly dug stone
— though not flawless — was a

ns of dollars.

fortune in the rough.
“It's a quite brilliant diamond,
of good enough quality despite

stone later this week and offer an
official estimate. The finder — if
luck holds — would likely receive
an undetermined percentage of
that, industry officials said.
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Clinton adviser investigated for taking memos

Berger admits taking missing classified documents

BY JOHN SOLOMON
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Sandy Berger,
former President Clinton’s national securi-
ty adviser, is under criminal investigation
by the Justice Department after highly
classified terrorism documents disap-
peared while he was reviewing what
should be turned over to the Sept. 11 com-
mission.

Berger’s home and office were searched
earlier this year by FBI agents armed with
warrants after the former Clinton adviser
voluntarily returned some sensitive docu-
ments to the National Archives and admit-
ted he also removed handwritten notes he
had made while reviewing the sensitive
documents.

However, some drafts of a sensitive
after-action report on the Clinton adminis-

threats during the December 1999 millen-
nium celebration are still missing, officials
and lawyers told The Associated Press.

Al Felzenberg,
spokesman for the Sept.
11 commission, said
Tuesday the Berger in-
vestigation will not im-
pact the panel’s work in
any way. The 10-mem-
ber bipartisan panel re-
leases its final report on

hursday.

“This is a matter be-
tween the government
and an individual,” he
said. “They were not
our documents, and we
believe we have access to all the materials

we need to see to do our report.”

Berger

said he could not comment on any ongoing
investigation but said prosecutors take
“very, very seriously” any allegation of
mishandling of classified documents.

“It’s our lifeblood, those secrets,” Comey
told reporters at the Justice Department.

President Bush, walking toward his heli-
copter on the South Lawn, ignored a shout-
ed question about Berger. White House of-
ficials referred questions to the Justice De-
partment.

Berger and his lawyer said Monday
night he knowingly removed the handwrit-
ten notes by placing them in his jacket and
pants, and also inadvertently took copies of
actual classified documents in a leather
portfolio.

“ deeply regret the sloppiness involved,
but I had no intention of withholding docu”
ments from the commission, and to the con-

trary, to my knowledge, every document

home for review

ton administration was produced,” Berger
said in a statement to the AP.

The Archives, which is the nation’s re-
pository for presidential papers, is be-
lieved to have copies of some of the miss-
ing documents.

Lanny Breuer, one of Berger’s attorneys,
said his client has offered to cooperate
fully with the investigation but had not yet
been interviewed by the FBI or prosecu-
tors. Berger has been told he is the subject
of the criminal investigation, Breuer said.

Berger served as Clinton’s national secu-
rity adviser for all of the president’s sec-
ond term and most recently has been infor-
mally advising Democratic presidential
candidate John Kerry. Clinton asked Berg-
er last year to review and select the admin-
istration documents that would be turned
over to the commission investigating the

tration’s handling of al-Qaida terror  Deputy Attorney General James Comey —requested by the commission from the Clin- ~ Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.
Anthrax case continues o
meemes v e HOUSE panel votes to cut environment,

combed laboratory suites at Fort De-
trick — home to the Army’s biological
warfare defense program — on Tues-
day, and a source said they were again
looking for evidence in the 2001 anthrax
attacks.

The labs at the U.S. Army Medical Re-
search Institute of Infectious Diseases
have been closed since Friday, Fort De-
trick spokesman Charles Dasey said.

A law-enforcement source, speaking
on condition of anonymity, told The As-
sociated Press the activity is related to
the anthrax mailings that killed five peo-
ple and sickened 17 in autumn 2001.

FBI agents have frequently visited
Fort Detrick since the unsolved attacks.

Debra Weierman, spokeswoman for
the FBI's Washmgton field office, said
the lab probe was part of “an ongoing
criminal investigation.”

Flag-burning amendment

WASHINGTON — A Senate panel ap-
proved a constitutional amendment
Tuesday that would ban the burning of
the American flag, but opponents of the
‘measure say there’s not enough support
in the full, GOP-controlled Senate to
push t.hmugh a change to the Constitu-

The Senate Judiciary Committee ap-
proved a one-line change to the Constitu-
tion — “The Congress shall have power
to prohibit the physical desecration of
the flag of the United States” — on an
11-7 vote, which pushes the issue to the
full Senate.

“The flag deserves constitutional pro-
tection, and legal scholars agree that
this amendment is the only way to re-
store the law as it existed for most of our
nation’s history,” said Sen. John
Cornyn, R-Texas.

Even though some Democrats are
Jjoining with the majority Republicans to
support the change in the closely divid-
ed Senate, there won’t be enough sup-
port to get the required 67 votes needed
to approve a

NASA to finance veterans health care

BY ALAN FRAM
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A House panel voted
Tuesday to cut space, environment and sci-
ence programs next year, including giving
President Bush 7 percent less than the
$16.2 billion he proposed for NASA

The cuts, including deep

makers are writing for 2005, the bill was
the most vivid example yet of the budget
pressures the Republican-run Congress is
confronting. Even lawmakers’ coveted ear-
marks — projects they win for their home
districts — were cut by 2 percent from last
year’s levels, Walsh said.

Walsh s chairman nf the House Appro-
priations C that

the funds Bush wants to prepare for
manned missions to the Moon and Mars,
were imposed in a wide-ranging $92.9 bil-
lion measure that also finances veterans
programs. The savings helped lawmakers
finance a $2 billion increase for veterans
health care, to $30.3 billion, underscoring
Congress’ determination to provide such
money at a time of war.

“The choices have been brutally fair,”
said Rep. James Walsh, R-N.Y., chief au-
thor of the legislation. Citing federal defi-
cits that have spun to record levels, he
added, “We've tried to do the best we
could.”

Of the 13 annual spending measures law-

oversees veterans, envlronment housing
and science. The panel approved the mea-
sure by voice vote — but not without com-
plaints from Democrats about the spend-
ing limits Republicans have voted to im-
pose on Congress.

“This year, I think it's going to be very
clear it's becoming excruciating, if not un-
acceptable,” said an Mollohan of
West Virginia, top Democrat on the sub-
committee.

Even the increase for veterans fell $1.3
billion below the total desired, veterans
groups and the GOP-led House Veterans’
Affairs Committee said.

“There’s very little good that can be said

about” the bill, said Rep. David Obey,
D-Wis.

The National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration would get $15.1 billion next
year, $229 million below this year and $1.1
billion below Bush’s request.

Just $372 million was provided out of the
$910 million Bush wanted for initial prepa-
rations for manned missions to the Moon
and Mars.

That included just one-fourth of the $520
million he proposed for the crew explora-
tion vehicle, which NASA envisions as the
eventual replacement for the space shut-

e.

The space station would get $1.7 billion,
$100 million less than the president want-
ed. The space shuttle would get the full
$4.3 billion Bush proposed.

The Environmental Protection Agency
would get $7.8 billion next year. That is
8600 million below this year’s total, and
$36 million less than Bush sought.

The Senate has yet to write its version of
the bill.

Bush ponders intelligence chief, CIA leader

BY TERENCE HUNT
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The White House reserved judgment Mon-
day about whether to establish a Cabinet-level national intelli-
gence chief.

President Bush said he was “still taking a good, hard look” at
candidates to lead the CIA.

A major ion of the i and cre-
ation of a Cabmel level intelligence agency are expected to be
among pril of the

said Sen. Russ Feingold, D-Wis., who op-
poses the change.
Many opponents say such an amend-
‘ment would limit free speech rights.
The Bush administration supports the
flag-burning amendment, while Demo-
cratic presidential challenger John
Kerry and his running mate John Ed-
wards do not think the Constitution
should be amended to add the ban.
From The Associated Press

mary
that mvesugaled the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

The it would release its final report
Thursday, culmination of nearly 20 months’ investigation into the
nation’s worst terror attack.

“The terrorist threat to the United States has not disappeared
since September 11,” said Lee Hamilton, the commission’s vice
chair. “Future attacks are expected. We hope that the president
and the Congress study our recommendations with care and act
on them quic}

Bush said he would await the commission’s report before com-
menting.

“Some of the reforms, I think, are necessary: more human intel-
ligence, better ability to listen or to see things and better coordina-

tion amongst the variety of intelligence- gathenng services,” the
president said. “And so we’ll look at all their recommendations.”

He also said he was not ready to nominate a new CIA chief to re-
place George Tenet, who stepped down earlier this month. “Still
thinking about it,” the president said. “Let you know when it's
going to happen. I know there’s imense speculation over time, and
people get their hopes built up.

He said he was “still taking a good, hard look.”

The commission report also is expected to discuss any relation-
ship between Iraq’s neighbor and traditional foe Iran and the
al-Qaida terror organization.

Bush said the United States is exploring whether Iran had a role
in the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. Bush noted that Acting CIA Direc-
tor John McLaughlin has said that there was no direct connection,
but Bush said, “We're digging into the facts to see if there was
one.”

“T have long expressed my concerns about Iran,” he said.

“After all, it’s a totalitarian society where people are not al-
lowed to exercise their rights as human beings.”

‘The commission said it would release its report, expected to run
more than 500 pages, online on the commission’s Web site when
the news conference begins Thursday. It also is to be available
Thursday in bookstores and from the Government Printing Of-
fice.
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Democratic vice presidential candidate Sen. John Edwards jokes Monday with Robin Jones, 6, as her sister,
Billie Jones, 7, left, laughs following a “Front Porch Visit” at the home of Durham, N.C., Mayor Bill Bell.

Democrats push porch politics

BY ToM RAUM
The Associated Press

DURHAM, N.C. — The front porch conjures up
images of rocking chairs, lazy summer afternoons
and icy drinks. In election-year politics, Democrats
John Kerry and John Edwards are using the setting
to reach out to voters in choreographed events with
miked candidates and hand-picked audiences.

“The most important thing you
can do as a political leader is not to
talk, but to listen,” Edwards said
Monday from the front porch of the
split-level home of Durham’s Demo-
cratic mayor, Bill Bell.

It might have looked as though
Sen. Edwards just stopped by for a
folksy chat in this leafy, upper mid-

&k You go to where
voters live
and listen to
them about

about what's going on in people’s lives,” said cam-
paign spokesman Mark Kornblau.

The Bush campaign distributed a statement from
the Republican mayor of Charlotte, N.C., Pat McCro-
ry, denouncing Edwards’s front-porch campaigning
in a state that offers 15 electoral votes.

“North Carolina has seen a lot of John Edwards
on television over the past few weeks, but we have
barely seen him at all in our state
over the past few years,” McCrory
said. “It is apparent he has little in
common with the values of our
state.”

Questions from the neighborhood
allowed Edwards to discuss some of
his favorite sub]ects including edu-
cation, the loss of U.S. jobs overseas
and the swelling federal deficit.

dle-class neighborhood in his home what’s going “T don’t want to over-promise be-
state. . cause President Bush has put us in a

But the neighbors and friends O {1 people 'S itch, But what we've got oo about
were hand picked. A large camera lives.yy it is to work our way out of it. It will
stand stood on the lawn. Satellite e take some time,” he said on the defi-
trucks lined the street. Mark Kornblau  cit question.

Electrical cables snaked every-
where. Dozens of reporters and pho-
tographers were present. A man
pushing a lawnmower was stopped
by police from getting any closer.

The format plays to Edwards’ strengths, Demo-
cratic slrateglsls suggested. From his years of ad-
dressing juries directly and without notes as a trial
lawyer, Edwards prefers not to speak at podiums or
use prepared remarks. It also allows him to empha-
size his humble Carolina mill-town roots.

“You go to where voters live and listen to them

Democratic presidential
campaign spokesman,
on porch politics.

No one asked, but Edwards also de-
fended himself against fresh claims
by Vice President Dick Cheney that
the Democrats’ opposition to legisla-
tion hmmng]ury awards for medical
‘malpractice contributes to rising health care costs.

Edwards, who earned millions as a personal inju-
ry attorney before becoming a senator, said Cheney
was “dead wrong.” Edwards said he and Kerry have
aplan to keep cases out of the legal system that don’t
belong, and to decrease the cost of health care by re-
ducing malpractice costs for doctors.

FDA to consider home defibrillators

BY LAURAN NEERGAARD
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Defibrilla-
tors that jump-start a stopped
heart may save lives in airports
and shopping malls, but few peo-
ple keep them at home, where
most cardiac arrests occur.

Now a manufacturer hopes to
spur sales by making the devices
as easy to buy as a fire extinguish-
er, asking the government to lift
its requirement that at-home
defibrillators be sold only with a
doctor’s prescription.

Its a controversial issue.
Would in-home use of the ma-
chines, which cost almost $2,000,
save many lives, or instead waste
precious minutes if distraught rel-
atives hunted the device instead
of dialing 911 first?

“People would be better off

spending the money on a health
club membership,” says Dr. Tho-
mas H. Lee, a Harvard Medical
School cardiologist and editor of
the Harvard Heart Letter.

Philips ~ Medical ~ Systems,
maker of the HeartStart home
defibrillator, argues that consum-
ers deserve to decide, but physi-
cians often won’t prescribe the
easy-to-use devices.

Next week, the Food and Drug
Administration’s scientific advis-
ers will debate Philips’ request
for over-the-counter sales.

FDA’s chief concern is whether
ordinary people can figure out
proper use on their own.

“I don’t view this as a magical
cure for the problem,” says Dr.
Jeremy Ruskin, Massachusetts
General Hospital’s cardiac ar-
rhythmia chief, a defibrillator pro-

ponent helping Philips’ push.“If
five of every 100 cardiac arrest
victims are ultimately saved, if
there’s .

Campaign funds
still keeping up

Both parties have millions left to spend

BY SHARON THEIMER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush’s record fund raising ap-
proached $230 million as July
began, leaving him with tens of
millions in the bank and several
weeks of private donations to
come before he accepts a govern-
ment check for his general elec-
tion campaign in early Septem-
ber.

Bush spent roughly $160 mil-
lion on his re-election effort
through June, including about
$12 million last month, a cam-
paign finance report he filed Tues-
day with the Federal Election
Commission showed.

ush’s biggest expenses includ-
ed ads, accounting for roughly $3
million last month and at least
$84 million overall; mail-related
costs such as printing, postage
and mailing lists, about $4 million
in June and $32 million overall;
and staff pay, consultants and re-
lated personnel costs, about $2
million in June and roughly $15
million total.

The campaign spent nearly $1
million last month and close to $3
million overall on “message
phone calls.”

Bush, who stopped holding
fund-raisers for himself last
spring, took in about $13 million
in contributions last month and
started July with $64 million in
the bank.

Democratic rival John Kerry’s
campaign said earlier this month
that he had collected at least $34
million in June through events
and other fund raising, boosting

his party-record total to more
than $180 million. Like Bush,
Kerry was to detail his contribu’
tions and spending in a report to
the FEC due at midnight Tues-

day.

When Bush and Kerry accept
$75 million apiece in public
money for the fall campaign, as
they are expected to after they
are nominated at the party con-
ventions, it will be the only
money they can spend on the pres-
idential race from that point on.
But it doesn’t mean they will be
on their own financially.

The Democratic and Republi-
can parties can each spend rough-
ly $16 million in coordination
with their presidential nominees,
and can pour in unlimited
amounts on spending that is inde-
pendent of the campaigns.

For Democrats, the spending
blitz starts after Kerry accepts
the party’s presidential nomina-
tion in Boston on July 29. It be-
gins for Republicans after the con-
vention in New York in early Sep-
tember.

The Republican National Com-
mittee has raised at least $217 mil-
lion this election cycle and start-
ed July with $78 million left,
while the Democratic National
Committee has collected about
$125 million and began the month
with roughly $63 million on hand.
Each plans to rake in millions
more before Election Day.

With an eye on making their
government checks stretch as far
as possible, Bush and Kerry have
helped raise tens of millions for
their parties over the past several

eeks. Their running mates are
also lending a hand.

Report: Taxpayer data at risk

BY MARY DALRYMPLE

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Private con-
tractors revamping Internal Reve-
nue Service computers commit-
ted security violations that signifi-
cantly increased the possibility
that taxpayer information might
be disclosed, Treasury Depart-
ment inspectors say.

we will double the existing surviv-
al rate,” he predicts.

Every year, about 220,000
Americans die of cardiac arrest,
where the heart’s electrical sys-
tem goes haywire and heartbeat
abruptly stops.

CPR buys some time, but a
defibrillator can restart the heart
with a jolt of electricity. Every
minute the heart is stopped, sur-
vival chances drop by 10 percent,
and 95 percent of victims die.

Last fall, a study showed that
defibrillators in public places can
double the chances of surviving
cardiac arrest.

Roughly 80 percent of cardiac
arrests occur in the home, where
there’s less chance of a collapse
being witnessed.

Ani by the depart-
ment’s inspector general for tax
administration found that employ-
ees working for contractors, or an
experienced hacker, could use
the to

IRS equipment and taxpayer data

t risk,” the report found. “In
some cases, contractors blatantly
circumvented IRS policies and
procedures even when security
personnel identified inappropri-
ate practices.”

In response, an IRS official ac-
knowledged security problems
but said the agency found no evi-
dence to support contentions that
there was a big risk that hackers
could gain access to IRS comput-
ers or that taxpayer confidentiali-
ty would be breached.

“We can find no evidence of
activities that resulted

gain access to taxpayer data.

“Our concerns were increased
‘when we could not find documen-
tation that all contractor employ-
ees had received background in-
vestigations as required,” the re-
port said.

Other lapses left the IRS com-
puter system vulnerable to virus-
es and hackers, investigators
said.

“In summary, a contractor’s
employees committed numerous
security violations that placed

in unrestricted access to produc-
tion systems or taxpayer data,”
Daniel Galik, chief of IRS mission
assurance, wrote to inspectors.

“In the absence of documented
incidents, we must conclude that
much of your assessment is based
on theoretical possibilities.”

The report comes as Congress
considers giving the IRS authori-
ty to hire private contractors to
collect overdue tax debts, an ef-
fort that has some lawmakers and
others worried that taxpayer in-
formation won’t be protected.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

AAFES an anachronism?

The post cold-war military drawdown
caused significant reductions in customer
numbers for the Army and Air Force Ex-
change Service. The organization lost
some of the economies of scale it had en-
joyed, prices were perceived to be rising
‘and value-for-money falling.

This triggered discussion of whether the
concept of AAFES was outdated and
whether AAFES provided the most effi-
cient and cost-effective way of providing
merchandise for military and retired per-
sonnel. A scheme to replace AAFES with
‘malls anchored by a major retailer was dis-
cussed during the early "90s —one such re-
tailer was, allegedly, drooling at the pros-
pect of gaining So many new customers.

The idea was rejected. It was argued,
among other things, that a purely commer-
cial enterprise would favor its sharehold-
ers rather than all the stakeholders —
cluding the customers — and the military
folk might be worse off if AAFES were dis-
banded. The more cynical might have
thought that the real reason for the rejec-
tion had more to do with protecting senior
jobs at AAFES than ensuring that the cus-
tomers benefited from an efficient service.

've learned some AAFES “shopping
rules” during 25 years or so on various as-
signments in Europe, including “If you see
it, buy it — it won't be here next time” and
“If you don’t like our prices, go on the econ-
omy and see if you like theirs.” Neither
has much to do with providing customer
satisfaction. While in Europe, customers
are stuck with AAFES, but how many shop
at AAFES when they return to the States?

The discussion of gasoline prices awak-
ens old memories. AAFES claims that it
ties the price of gasoline in Germany to
that in the United States. The writer of
“Gas pricing policy flawed” (June 12) high-
lighted some of the ridiculous claims
made by AAFES. “It costs money to have
the gas coupons printed,” “... there’s not
really a lot AAFES can do about that be-
cause the prices have gone so high in the
States” and the old explanation “it helps us
to offset the price of diapers sold” are
some of the more feeble excuses.

Gasoline for U.S. forces in Belgium is
not provided by AAFES. We use gas cards
“charged” with 200 liters that work in ma-
chines at Total Fina gas stations. Printing
gas coupons does indeed cost money, but
the gas cards aren’t free and Total Fina is
not a charitable institution; the price of the
card is included in the price of the gas —
which is considerably lower than AAFES
price. The price we pay is the price of the
gas in Belgium, without Belgian taxes.
Prices rose earlier this year, but when Bel-
gian prices fell, the price of gas cards fell.
On the day prices fell in Belgium, AAFES
put up the prices (yet again) in Germany.

The argument that gas prices are high to
subsidize the price of other items is be-
yond belief. Any commercial organization
in either the United States or in Europe
that tried that argument may as well close
its doors. Customers would stop coming.
“Robbing Peter to pay Paul” does not sit
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Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. We reserve the
tight to edit letters for length, taste and clarity

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211

Via fax: [Cmmlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8:

64345 Griesheim

E-mail: estripes.osd.mil

10 percent so that the cost of this “benefit”
is borne by those who avail themselves of
it and not the entire community.

I know I can take my business else-
where if T am not happy with AAFES, and
I do. The fact that gas is available on the
economy is no excuse to charge outlandish
prices for a product we all depend on.
After all, AAFES is here to serve the entire
community, not just selected segments.

Stanley E. Andruszkiewicz
Bindlach, Germany

Re-employment blues

With all due respect to the active compo-
nent, the one problem that they do not
have to deal with is the re-employment
issue. I am a reservist who is on his fourth

well with the model of free-market enter-
prise with which we are accustomed.

If AAFES can’t compete with commer-
cial organizations — and the massive dis-
parity between Fina gas prices and those
of AAFES suggests it can’t — then perhaps
it’s time to revisit the question of the “suit-
ability” of AAFES. Perhaps the next round
of defense cuts could start in Dallas — the
home of AAFES — and go on to Virginia
Beach, Va., headquarters for the Navy Ex-
change (the government should be able to
get a few dollars for that white elephant.)

AAFES appears to be singing from a dif-
ferent sheet of music than that used by
commercial retailers, who know that if
they don’t satisfy customers they will go
out of business. If AAFES can’t sing a song
that appeals to its customers, perhaps it’s
time to “play it again, Sam.”

Paul D. Winder

Chievres, Belgium

The price of gas

1 am writing in response to the July S ar-
ticle “Military gas prices on the rise in Eu-
rope.” It mentioned that the price is in-
creased over that paid by AAFES in order
to cover operating costs, subsidies to keep
the prices of other staple products in its
stores lower and to cover payments to the
Morale, Welfare and Recreation fund.

T understand the need for operating
costs to be covered, as that is part of the
cost of doing business. I am interested in
the subsidies for other staple products.
Where in the AAFES charter does it state
that they shall use their monopoly to
gouge the vast majority of their customers
for the benefit of the few?

Tunderstand the need to help young fam-
ith certain items that they need
for their children and so forth, but I fail to
see where AAFES needs to steal from the
rest of the community to do this. If shop-
pers are buying staples through AAFES in-
stead of the commissary, where they are
much cheaper, then they need to learn to
comparison shop. If the money is being
used to support the 24-hour shoppettes,
then I suggest that the prices charged be-
tween 10 p.m. and 6 am. be increased by
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in seven years. On the previ-
ous deployments, I have had the misfor-
tune of being “terminated” from my job
and not offered re-employment upon re-
turn from the mission three times. The
first time ended with a legal settlement.
The second actually had to be filed in the
federal court system and along with the fi-
nancial settlement was the stipulation that
I cannot disclose the name of the employ-
er that the suit was filed with. But, since
the suit was filed in a court system, that in-
formation is public knowledge and can be
obtained by anyone.

This brings me to my current situation. I
was mobilized for 12 months after the
Sept. 11 attacks. Upon release from active
duty, I returned to my employer, the Ford
Motor Co. in St. Paul, Minn., and applied
for re-employment. I was refused and was
informed I had been terminated. For more
than three months, I was without an in-
come or insurance benefits for myself and
my family. I had to request to be remobi-
lized just to have an income and did anoth-
er year on Operation Enduring Freedom
orders.

Upon return from that year of service,
Ford did rehire me. However, it has been
1%, years and I am still pursuing the three
months of pay that they owe for not rehir-
ing me, plus some additional benefits they
had offered such as pay comp for six
months for making less money on active
duty than I made at the Ford plant. Ford
has yet to respond to my attorney, and at
this point this case will be filed in federal
court in the next few weeks.

At this time, all I can say is “please do
not purchase a Ford vehicle, and if you see
my UAW representatives, tell them they
are worthless.”

Chief Warrant Officer 3 M.G. Minnaert

Camp Victory, Iraq

Democracy in Iraq

So, the government of Iraq is bringing
back executions. And the prime minister
is thmkmg about postponing elections and
imposing martial law. I guess democracy
is in the eye of the beholder. At least this
version of democracy is better than what
Saddam Hussein offered.

Chuck Mann
Greensboro, N.C.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

For Stewart, humility is never in fashion

BY SHERYL MCCARTHY
Newsday

NEW YORK
or a woman as smart and talented
as Martha Stewart, it's unfortu-
nate that she never learned the
value of being able to admit when

she’s been wrong, to apologize and walk

away.

Instead, after Judge Miriam Goldman
Cedarbaum sentenced her to five months
in prison and five months under house ar-
rest following her obstruction-of-justice
trial, Stewart reacted with righteous indig-
nation.

“This is a shameful day,” she said out-
side the courthouse afterward. “Shameful
for me and my family and my beloved com-
pany and all its employees and partners.
What was a small, personal matter became
an almost-fatal circus event of unprece-
dented proportions.”

In other words, shame on the people who
prosecuted her, and on the journalists who
said nasty things about her, but no shame
on herself for thinking she could lie to fed-
eral investigators about a stock sale, and
get away with it.

“I have been choked and almost suffocat-
ed during that time,” Stewart continued,
professing that, through it all, she was
more concerned about the others who
were hurt by the scandal than she was
about herself.

If I were Stewart, I would have admitted
my unfortunate lapse in judgment, apolo-

gized for the misery I caused, and gone qui-
etly off to prison. She could have been
home by Christmas and about to start serv-
ing her five months of cushy house arrest
in her mansion.

Instead, she has vowed to fight her con-
viction. As one Court TV reporter pointed
out, even if she wins her appeal, she’ll have
to stand trial all over again. And because
there’s ample evidence that she did what
she was convicted of, she will have wasted
a lot more time and money. Better to just
suck it up.

Stewart was right to say that the public
latched onto her legal troubles with un-
seemly glee. But she was wrong to dismiss
her offense as only “a small personal mat-
ter.” It was her own hubris in believing she
could get away with concocting a ridiculous
alibi that led to the huge financial setbacks
to Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia and
resulted in the layoffs of 200 employees.

Given Stewart’s refusal to take responsi-
bility, I was glad Judge Cedarbaum didn’t
yield to the suggestion that, instead of
going to prison, Stewart be allowed to do
community service at a women’s center in
the Bronx, where low-income women
make curtains and other household prod-
ucts. Because Stewart can do that kind of
thing with her eyes closed, what kind of
punishment would that have been?

Stewart’s stockbroker, Peter Bacanovic,
drew an identical term for conspiring with
her. Which leaves Douglas Faneuil, the
young broker’s assistant who wound up
being a pawn in the conspiracy between
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the two of them. One of the biggest scan-
dals of this case was how Stewart and Ba-
canovic tried to pin the responsibility for
lheir actions onto this young man, who be-

me the prosecution’s chief witness
agams! them.

Barred for life from ever again working
in the financial services industry, Faneuil
deserves nothing harsher than probation.

Stewart vowed that she’ll “be back.” She
urged people not to shun her company’s
products because of what happened to her.

And, in fact, after the sentencing, her stock
rose 37 percent. I glanced at a stack of
“Martha Stewart Living” magazines on a
colleague’s desk. Sure enough, they were
fabulous, filled with photographs of magnif-
icent home furnishings and table settings
and food that looked so good I wanted to
eat it off the pages.

“Our magazines are great,” Stewart had
pleaded. “Our products are great. They de-
serve your support.”

They were the truest words she said that
day.

Ambassador bears no good will toward president

oseph C. Wilson IV’s shattered credi-
bility illustrates much of what is
wrong with the CIA, and with “main-
ream” journalism.
‘Wilson’s 15 minutes of fame began July 6,
2003, when he accused
President Bush of twist-
ing the truth when he
said in his State of the
‘Union address that Janu-
ary: “The British govern-
ment has learned that
Saddam [Hussein] re-
cently sought significant
quantities of uranium in
Africa.”

Wilson, a former am-
bassador to Gabon, said
he knew this wasn’t true
because in February
2002, the CIA had sent him to Niger to deter-
mine whether that African country had sold

“yellowcake” (lightly enriched uranium ore)
to Iraq. After spending eight days “drinking
sweet mint tea and talking with dozens of
people,” he concluded that Niger had not.

Wilson’s fame soared when columnist
Robert Novak disclosed that a Bush adminis-
tration official told him that Wilson had been
selected for the Niger mission at the recom-
mendation of his wife, CIA officer Valerie
Plame. He was a frequent guest on televi-
sion news shows; the subject of a fawning
profile in Vanity Fair magazine; awarded a
Iucrative book deal, and became an (unpaid)
foreign policy adviser to Sen. John Kerry.
On July 9, the Senate Select Committee on
Intelligence issued its report on the CIA’S
pre-war intelligence on Iraq. The SSCI con-
cluded that:

W Wilson lied when he denied his wife had
gotten him the Niger assignment. “Inter-
views and documents provided to the Com-
mittee indicate that his wife ... suggested his
name for the trip.”

M Wilson lied when he said his report “de-
bunked” Bush’s charge that Saddam Hus-

Jack Kelly

sein was seeking uranium from Africa. “For
most analysts, the information in [Wilson’s]
report lent more credibility to the original
CIA reports on the uranium deal.”

W Wilson lied when he told The Washing-
ton Post he knew the Niger intelligence had
been based on documents that had been
forged. The CIA didn’t obtain the document
alleged to be a forgery until eight months
after Wilson had returned from Niger. “Com-
mittee staff asked how the former ambassa-
dor could have come to the conclusion that
‘the dates were wrong and the names were
wrong’ when he had never seen the CIA re-
ports and had no knowledge of what names
and dates were in the reports.”

On July 14, the Butler Commission issued
its report on Britain’s pre-war intelligence.
It concluded there was ample evidence that
Saddam tried to buy uranium from Niger
and other African countries, and that Bush’s
statement to that effect in his State of the
Union address was “well-founded.”

Wilson’s charges against President Bush

last year were big news. But the fact that gov-
ernment investigations in two countries
have concluded that it was Wilson who was
lying apparently isn’t news at all.

NBC had Wilson on its “Meet the Press”
and “Today” programs half a dozen times
when he was accusing President Bush of
lying but, as of this writing, have done no sto-
ries at all since the Senate Inlelhgence Com-

tion, the CIA itself made little effort to gath-
er information on this potentially critical
topic. When the Navy received a report from
an African businessman that uranium from
Niger was being stored in a warehouse in Co-
toneau, Benin, the CIA didn’t bother to
check it out.

Some in the CIA may have been more in-
terested in dismissing reports of an

mittee and the Blair C have is-
sued their reports. Same for ABC and CBS,
according to the Media Research Center.
Wilson graced the cover of Time maga-
zine’s Oct. 13, 2003, issue, but Time man-
aged to write a story on the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee report without ever men-
u'omng how it had savaged Wilson’s credibili-

The Senzte Intelligence Committee criti-

than in finding out if
they were true. Valerie Plame told Senate in-
vestigators she told her husband “there’s
this crazy report” on a purported deal for
Niger m sell uranium to Iraq.

If we're to win the war on terror, we need
a CIA that is more interested in finding out
what is going on than in reinforcing the prej-
udices of some analysts, and a news media
that is more interested in finding the facts
than in shilling for the Democratic Party.

cized the CIA’s sloppy work in i
the Saddam/Africa/uranium connection. All
of its information came from foreign intelli-
gence services.

Aside from Wilson's tea-drinking expedi-

Jack Kelly is the national affairs writer for the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and the Toledo (Ohio)
Blade. A former Marine and Green Beret, he was a
deputy assistant secretary of the Air Force in the

an administration. His column appears weekly
in Stars and Stripes.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Test-driving your fridge

Retailers reach out to shoppers with in-store testing

By MICHAEL BARBARO
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Falling in
love with the new Jenn-Air con-
vection oven but unsure whether
it can handle a 25-pound turkey?
Maytag Corp. has a novel idea:
Bring in the bird and cook it.

As part of a new program, the
company is encouraging consum-
ers to test-drive appliances before
buying them. Shoppers can throw
in a load of laundry, wash dirty
dishes and bake their favorite din-
ners. There’s even a package of
cookie dough on hand in case peo-
ple forget to bring their own.

“Try it before you buy it” used
to apply to cars, clothes and sport-
ing goods.

Now it's weaving its way into
such major household purchases
as refrigerators and TiVo. Nation-
al retailers, fighting low-priced
discounters and the Internet, say
the strategy is giving them a
‘much-needed edge.

It's proving a powerful tool in
selling appliances and electron-
ICS complex gadgets whose tech-

lives than hearing a salesman tick
off its bells and whistles, execu-
tives said.

Maytag has opened 41 stores
with the new format and plans 50
more this year. “You don’t buy
anything else at that price with-
out testing it out, and we don’t
think an appliance should be any
different,” said Jill Spiekerman, a
company spokeswoman.

Best Buy Co. is rolling out
stores featuring mock rooms,
each filled with chairs, lamps,
rugs and thousands of dollars
worth of electronics. Salespeople
encourage shoppers to kick off
their shoes and watch satellite TV
on wide-screen plasma monitors.

James Damian, a senior vice
president at Best Buy, said multi-
ple product and service sales
have risen sharply in stores with
the mock rooms. “It’s kind of like
going to the Ralph Lauren Polo
store,” Damian said. “They are
selling you a wardrobe, not just a
shirt. Before now, big box retail-
ers have never done this.”

Retailers say interaction sells.
At Whirlpool Corp.’s

ing distinctions — hlgher resolu-
tion, extra gigabytes, more pixels
— can easily be lost on consum-
ers.

One major target of the effort:
women. They make the most
household purchases but are
more interested in understanding
how a product will fit into their

MONDAY’S MAR

12,00 foot studio store in
Aﬂanla 'shoppers spend an aver-
age of two hours each turning
knobs and pushing buttons. After-

ard, 90 percent of them buy a
Whirlpool appliance, the compa-
ny said.

“I think we are going to see a
lot more of this,” said Raymond
Burke, a professor at Indiana Uni-

KET SUMMARY

versity’s Kelley School of Busi-
ness, who predicts the trend will
help consumers sift through a
crush of nearly identical device:
“This is an overdue way to com-
municate what makes a product
unique.”

In a study of 1,000 consumers,
the Retail Industry Leaders Asso-
ciation_recently found that be-
tween 75 and 80 percent leave a
store without making a purchase
because of an inability to find
products or differentiate between
them.

Some high-end boutiques, such
as Bang & Olufson, have been en-
couraging consumers to
test-drive their goods, but execu-
tives credit the success of Ikea,
the Swedish purveyor of trendy
assemble-your-own rooms, with
generating the current interest in
this approach. The company de-
votes about 25 percent of its floor
space to fully furnished — and,
where electricity is required,
functioning — rooms showcasing
Ikea products and some non-Ikea
appliances. The so-called vi-
gnettes encourage sales not only
of single products, the company
says, but also of entire collec-

ns.
To  sell
ultra-quiet

latest
Brian

Maytag’s
appliance,

Baumgarten, who owns a Maytag
Store in Sterling, Va., used to
launch into an elaborate explana-
tion of its sound insulation pack-
age. Now he just turns it on.

“Isn’t that quiet?” he said as he
passed one of them.
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Watching movies
on PC big screen

. We just bought a new PC
with Windows XP Home Edi-
tion and, for the life of me, I can-
not get it to display any of my
home movie files as full-screen
showings.

When I click on the command
for full screen, the videos are
displayed in a window
that takes up the whole
screen, but it also has
silver bars for com-
mands on the top and
bottom. Surely, I am
missing something.

— Sharon Easton
(@aol.com

Surely, you are
missing something,
Ms. E. It's a buried
command in Windows
Media Player that in
new machines often
isn't properly selected
for showing raw movie
format like AVI, MPG and so on.

Open the Media Player, go to
the Tools item and then select
the Options command in the
menu that appears. Next, in the
box_this summons, select the
Performance tab. Open it and
click on the Advanced button. In
the display this creates, remove
the check from the two boxes on
the right-hand side dealing with
“full screen” in the title.

1 can speculate that Microsoft
programmers left that silver com-
mand bar on the bottom because
it gets used in playing blockbust-
er-type DVDs that have their
own full-screen and letterbox set-
tings. Surely, they goofed.

Q. To get to the spyware re-
pair site that I need to use, you
must start the address with a
tilde. How do you create one on
the computer keyboard? Rich-

Ask Jim

Jim Coates

ard J. Ross @comcast.net
A. Irecommend holding down
the Shift key and then tapping
the tilde key (~), which is locat-
ed on the key next to the numer-
al 1 just above the alphabet on
standard keyboards.
You are far from alone in this
confusing situation, Mr.

The tilde amounts to a
punctuation mark that
is used commonly in lan-
guages including Span-
ish and Portuguese, but
hardly ever employed in
English. When it is used

Engl
llke
~correct,” 0
mean that the statement
is approximate rather
B than certain. People in
the sciences use it, as do
mathematicians, to con-
note things like ~10 grams or
~750 milliliters.

Precisely because it is rare,
the tilde was adopted by the writ-
ers of the original Unix hypertext
markup language that creates
Web sites as a way to reserve
part of a larger site to a sub-

Toup.
Many Internet service provid-
ers used the tilde to designate a
customer’s private site, as in
www.serviceprovider.com/
~johndoe.
. But too many Web authors use
it in the address of subheadings
on sites designed for the public,
creating no end of confusion.
Contact Jim Coates via e-mail at:
icoates@tribune.com o via snail mail
at the Chicago Tribune, Room 400, 435
N. Michigan Ave., Chicago IL 60611.
Questions can bé answered only
through this column. Add your point
of view at:
agotribune.com/askjim

Money tip of the day

Finding financial planners

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — As your retire-
ment accounts and savings
grow, take care to choose the
right financial planner.

The American Association of
Retired Persons reports that re-
tirees are often prime targets for
self-styled financial planners
who are more like salesmen and
may not always be working to
protect investors and their capi-
tal.

The d Exch:

B What will you be able to rec-
ommend?

W How are you paid for your
services? What is your usual
hourly rate, flat fee or commis-
sion:

W Have you ever been disci-
plined by any government regu-
lator for unethical or improper
conduct, or been sued by a cli-

nt?

The AARP also recommends
that you interview at least three
planners, and ask each to pro-

vide — clients that

Commission recommends you
ask the following questions
when interviewing a financial
planner:

W What experience do_you
have, especially with people in
my circumstances?

W Where did you go to school?

B What is your recent employ-
ment history?

W What licenses do you hold?

W What financial products
and services do you offer?

he or she has worked with for at
least three years. Make sure to
speak with several of them.

Also be ready to research
your broker and his or her firm
before _handing over
money. You shotld ook into the
firm’s history, registration and li-
cense status, and whether any
complaints have been filed
against it. To check out your cur-
rent broker or firm, call the NAS-
D’s toll-free_BrokerCheck hot
line at 1-800-289-9999.
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Diamond heist

MIAMI — Ten,

masked gunmen
beat and robbed two Israeli
salesmen of more 2
$800,000 in diamonds dur-
ing a well-organized day-
time robbery at a Miami
gas station, police said.

The salesmen had fin-
ished pumping gas into
their car Thursday
morning when their
exit was blocked by a Ford Mus-
tang, a pickup and a van. Ten men
climbed out of the vehicles holding
weapons and wearing masks and
surrounded the salesmen’s car,
Miami police said.

The gunmen took several items,
including the cache of diamonds,
before escaping.

The New York-based salesmen,
identified as Efrain Sade, 39, and
Shai Barbi, 30, were traveling
around Florida delivering dia-
monds to businesses.

Official pleads innocent

HONOLULU — A city

wastewater  official has
pleaded innocent to theft and brib-
ery charges for allegedly ordering
city workers to do work at a pri-
vate residence on city time and
using city resources.

Harry Hauck III and Jay Gon-
salves were indicted for an inci-
dent between July and August
2001. Both are supervisors at the
Kailua Wastewater —Treatment
Plant.

Hauck pleaded not guilty on
Thursday.

Several employees from the
Kailua plant alleged they were or-
dered to install or repair a water
sprinkler system on two consecu-
tive weekend at the Kailua home of
Gonsalves’ mother while on city
overtime and using supplies from
the city storeroom.

Machete attack charges

BOSTON — An East Bos-

ton man was ordered held
on $2,000 bail on Friday after
pleading innocent at his arraign-
ment to striking another man sev-
eral times with a machete, severe-
ly cutting the victim’s head.

Mario Cruz, 46, was arraigned
on charges of assault and battery
with a dangerous weapon, assault
with a dangerous weapon and leav-
ing the scene of an accident for his
alleged role in Thursday night’s in-
cident.

Police responding to a report of
an assault in progress found the
victim covered in blood with cuts
to his head. He was taken to Massa-
chusetts General Hospital.

The victim’s name has not been
released.

A witness told police that the sus-
pect hit the victim several times in
the head with a machete, then used
a baseball bat to threaten two peo-
ple trying to help the victim, ac-
cording to the Suffolk district attor-
ney’s office.

Glitch means free drugs

MINNEAPOLIS — A

health maintenance organi-

zation is still trying to calculate its

losses after a computer program-

ming glitch told pharmacists to

give thousands of Minnesota retir-
ees free generic prescriptions.

Retirees accepted the freebie for

several days before a retired

\—“

[
| [
Y 4
AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

school librarian pointed out the
error.

The problem started when Medi-
ca Health Plans gave a one-time
offer to any of the 3,501 seniors en-
rolled in its Medicare-supplement
insurance plan, Medica Prime So-
lution, who also had purchased a
prescription drug rider. Starting
July 1, Medica agreed to pay for
those switching from 21 brand-
name drugs to generics.

But with the retirees, a comput-
er programming error mistakenly
assured pharmacists that all
28,261 enrollees in Prime Solution
qualified for the free generic

s.

Not really obscene

CLEBURNE — An obsceni-

ty charge has been dropped
against a woman who received na-
tionwide attention when she was
arrested for selling two sex toys to
undercover police officers posing
as a couple.

A judge dismissed the case
against Joanne Webb, Johnson
County Attorney Bill Moore said
Friday in a statement. He said he
asked the judge for the dismissal to
prevent wasting county resources,
but didn’t say when the dismissal
occurred.

Webb, a former fifth-grade

teacher, started selling erotic toys
and other adult products last year.

The Passion Parties Inc. consult-
ant hosts what she calls Tupper-
ware-type parties for suburban

it

More the terrier

Robert Skipworth of El Paso,
Texas, walks the family dogs, from
left, Mollie, Gordon, Mazzie, Mag-
gie and Chelsea. Skipworth says he
walks the bunch every Sunday
morning. The white dogs are West
Highland terriers and the black
ones are Scottish terriers.

housewives who feel

)/° more  comfortable
buying marital aids in

¥ a private home than at
an adult bookstore or on

(7Y
=%

the Internet.

Webb was arrested Nov.
13, about a month after the
undercover officers ap-
proached her at her hus-
band’s business in Burleson,
about 10 miles south of Fort

Worth, and bought two prod-
“ ucts. Had she been convicted
of violating Texas’ obscenity law,
she could have been sentenced to a
year in jail.

Clearly not an accident

TOWN OF WAUKESHA —

A prankster tightly wound
plastic wrap around traffic poles
across a two-lane road, causing a
motorcycle accident that injured
two peaple.

Daniel Buckel and his girl-
friend, Theresa Brzykcy, were
riding south of Waukesha on Tues-
day when their motorcycle
crashed into the plastic wrap set
up about 3 feet to 4 feet above the
road — wound thickly from traffic
poles on opposite sides.

Buckel, 22, was within 10 feet
when he saw the makeshift barri-
cade and hit the brakes.

Buckel was cut above his eye
and broke his finger. Brzykcy also
suffered scrapes and bruises.

Buckel is offering a $1,000 re-
ward for information leading to a
conviction.

Felonious flowers

CLIFTON — Police said

they uncovered a ring of
heroin smugglers who saturated
cardboard flower boxes with $1
million worth of a liquid form of
the drug.

After flying the rose-packed
boxes into Kennedy International
Airport, the smuggler would have
extracted the heroin from the card-
board and sold it, authorities said.

“How suspicious are you going
to be of boxed flowers?” police De-
tective Sgt. Patrick Ciser said
Thursday.

Two New Jersey men from Co-
lombia, Juan Cortez Arias and
John Rivera, were arrested Tues-
day and charged with drug offens-
es. They were being held without
bail. Federal authorities were still
investigating.

The flowers were shipped from
Ecuador; the heroin may have
come from Colombia, said Capt.
Robert Rowan.

Kindness not repaid

CONCORD  —  Justo
Ramirez had a soft spot for
the needy.

According to friends, the former
San Francisco garbage man was
particularly generous with a drift-
er he allowed to live at his apart-
‘ment complex and eat at his small
taqueria across the street in ex-
change for doing odd jobs.

But police said that Ramirez, 53,
was stabbed to death by the man
he had helped, 38-year-old Aurelio
Diaz, after refusing to give him a
small amount of money.

Ramirez died on the floor of his
newly opened restaurant, Don
Justo, as his girlfriend screamed
for help. Diaz fled but was soon ar-
rested, police said.

Friends said the dispute was
over $25.

Paul English Azul's dragon balloon sails over
Angel Fire, N.M., on Saturday during the
Wings Over Angel Fire Balloon and Air Show.

A lightning bolt dances across the
sky over West Normandy Baptist
Church in Jacksonville, Fla., on Friday. The church was not struck by the
bolt as a storm moved through the area.

Divine protection
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Th call me Baby Driver

i Patsy Elder, 2, swims in the
Fun‘lre Olynlplan 5-and-under girls heat of the
25-yard freestyle race at a meet at Mountain Brook Swim and Tennis in
Irondale, Ala. Patsy swims competitively for the Mountain Brook Swim
and Tennis swim team, which is coached by her father, Cal Elder. Patsy
swam the 25-yard freestyle in 1:31.60 to take third place in her heat.

Cameron Smllh 10, drives hls remote control H2 Hummer
past classic cars at the Fort Bragg Custom Car and Motorcycle
show at Smith Lake on Saturday in Fayetteville, N.C.

What a load of bull

MADISON — Are Nebras-
kans ready for bull fries?

Jackie Williams, of Valentine, is
the proprietor of the portable Pota-
to Hut at this year’s Madison Coun-
ty Fair and Rodeo. She says even
when people find out what the fries
really are — bulls’ testicles — nine
out of 10 fair-goers still want to do
ataste test.

True bull-fry lovers can go for a
whopping half-pound, 10-piece
serving of bull fries included on
the menu of the Potato Hut, which
Williams co-owns and runs with
her husband, Dustin.

And there’s more than just novel-
ty to the fries, according to Will-
iams.

“Bull fries are all beef and one of
the leanest meats on the market,”
Williams said. “They’re 100 per-
cent cholesterol-free.”

Sheepish about selling

CHAMPAIGN — It’s a little

smelly after 89 years of hous-
ing sheep, but for anyone intrigued
by turning old barns into stylish
homes, the Umversnty of Illinois
has a f-a-kind offer.

Moving day

A two-story Victorian house in
Hartford, Conn., was moved Sun-
day to make way for a new parking
lot for insurance giant Aetna. The
company helped defray the
$50,000 moving cost and donated
the house to a group that promotes
home ownership in the city. The
house will be restored and sold as
a single-family home.

A winery and thou

An unidentified couple lunches at the Millbrook Vineyard & Winery in
Millbrook, N.Y. The winery attracts 15,000 to 20,000 tourists a year

The school is moving its South
Farms agricultural facilities, but it
won't be taking along the 1915
sheep barn with its unique gam-
brel roof.

Rather than demolish it, the uni-
versity and the Illinois Historic
Preservation Agency are offering
to donate the barn to someone will-
ing to move and rebuild it.

The 90-foot-by-35-foot barn has
housed only sheep since 1915, so it
stinks a little, admitted Kevin Duff
a Ul planner. But it is in good struc-
tural shape, and the gambrel roof
makes the building an architectur-
al wonder.

The university is taking propos-
als until Aug. 11 from anyone will-
ing to take the barn down by
mid-September and move it to an-
other location, Duff said.

Don’t blame the cooks

LEXINGTON — Barbecue

apparently is not to blame
for the polluted air in Davidson
County.

Local officials complained after
the county was found not to be
meeting federal standards for fine
particle pollution, saying the loca-
tion of a monitoring device near a
barbecue restaurant and railroad
crossing could be to blame.

The state added two air quality
monitoring devices in other loca-
Mather, spokesman for
jon of Air Quality, said Fri-
dav that initial readings show even
air that is far away from barbecue
joints is too di

Mather said particulate matter
in the air could be from a large rail-
road switchyard in a neighboring
county and large power plants in
surrounding counties. He also said
the area could be getting pollution
from Charlotte on prevailing south-
west winds.

Cremation mystery

VT BRATTLEBORO — Thirty
years after Ray Smith’s re-
mains were cremated in Massachu-
setts, his ashes have shown up at a
local cemetery.
“We're just trying to find out
where Ray’s been for the past 30
years,” said Brattleboro Police
Capt. Steven Rowell.
The ashes were found Thursday

when officials unlocked the ceme-
tery gate. They were in a card-
board box; inside was a death cer-
tificate for Smith, who was born in
Dover and whose family had a plot
at the cemetery.

Smith died in 1974 at the age of
86. Following his death, a service
for Smith was held at the now-de-
funct Allen Funeral Home in
Malden, Mass.,, said Rowell.
Smith’s body was then taken to the
Woodlawn Crematorium in Ever-
ett, Mass. His remains were later
picked up by an unidentified party.

Investigators don’t know where
Smith’s remains went after his cre-
mation, Rowell said.

Wrong blood type used

SARASOTA — A patient

died after receiving the
‘wrong blood type during a transfu-
sion, but hospital officials said it
has not been determined whether
the mistake killed her.

“It was a medical error, but we
don’t know if it was the cause of
death,” said Dr. Duncan Finlay,
chief executive of Sarasota Memo-
rial Hospital. He blamed the mis-
take on a mislabeled blood sample.

The woman died late last month,
about a day after the transfusion,
but the hospital has not released
her name, age or her condition.

Hospital spokesman Mike Viz-
vary said an internal investigation
was continuing, but administrators
have not taken action against any-
one involved. The state also will in-
vestigate.

Ticket scam uncovered

NY NEW YORK — A federal
airport screener has been
charged with stealing more than
$55,000 in a ticketing scheme by
charging passengers adult fares
but reporting them as lower infant
prices and pocketing the differ-
ence, prosecutors said.

Laura Chico-Moreira, 37, of
Ozone Park, Queens, allegedly op-
erated the scheme while working
as an independent travel agent for
XLJE Tours. Chico-Moreira is also
an agent for the Transportation Se-
curity Administration.

She was charged with grand lar-
ceny and falsifying the business
records of Grupo Taca Airlines, a
Miami-based airline that serves
South and Central America, be-
tween December 2002 and June
2003, Queens District Attorney Ri-
chard Brown said Thursday.

Brown said Chico-Moreira sold
dozens of full-fare adult tickets to
her customers but reported to the
airline that the tickets had been
booked for infants.

Pit bull kills infant

NACOGDOCHES — An
8-month-old boy was at-
tacked and killed Thursday by his
grandmother’s pit bull, police said.
Jordan Lee Parker died of mas-
sive head injuries at the family’s
home, said Nacogdoches County
Sheriff Thomas Kerss.

The pit bull, which had no histo-
ry of aggressive behavior, had
been tussling with another pet, a
smaller terrier, when it attacked
the boy, Kerss said.

He said the boy’s grandmother
‘was trying to separate the animals
‘when the dog grabbed the child by
the head. Kerss said the dog freed
the child within seconds, but Jor-
dan was dead by the time authori-
ties arrived.

Photos and stories from wire services
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Rapper
Jadakiss, seen
here at the
2002 BiII-

R&B/an-llop
Awards, is
slamming
President
Bush for the
Sept. 11,
2001, attacks
in his new
song “Why?”

AP

Jadakiss blames
Bush for 9/11

BY NEKESA MUMBI MOODY
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Over the years, the rapper Jadakiss has
depicted a world of drug dealing, murder and other as-
sorted mayhem without raising many eyebrows.

But seven words in his new song “Why” — “Why did
Bush knock down the towers?” — has gotten Jadakiss the
‘most mainstream attention, and criticism, of his career.

“It caught the ear of white America,” he said proudly

Updated sports lis
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during a phone interview with The A d Press. “It's
a good thing. No matter what you

do, S
going to like it, but for the most part, most people love the
song.”

Not everyone loves it. Bill O'Reilly called Jadakiss a
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version.

“smear merchant” this week, and some radio stations Judge Judy
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[out],” he says.

Jadakiss doesn’t really believe Bush ordered the tow-
ers destroyed — he says the line is a metaphor, and that
Bush should take the blame for the terrorist attack be-
cause his administration didn’t do enough to stop it.

“They didn’t follow up on a lot of things properly,” says
Jadakiss. “It’s the president of the United States. The
buck stops with him.”

The controversy doesn’t appear to be hurting Jadakiss
— his new album, “Kiss of Death,” released last month, is
nearing 500,000 copies sold. However, his song “Why?”
has stalled at No. 16 on Billboard’s Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Sin-
gles chart.

tadt booed for ‘Fahrenheit 9/11’ plug
LAS VEGAS — Singer Linda Ronstadt not only got

[ESPNews

[60 Minutes 11 [Women's Soccer Aus- [One Tree Hill The Search

booed, she got the boot after praising Michael
Moore and his new movie “Fahrenheit 9/11” during a per-
formance.

Before singing “Desperado” for an encore Saturday
night, Ronstadt called Moore a “great American palnot"

nd “someone who is spreading the truth.” She also en-
couraged the audience at the Aladdin hotel-casino to see
the documentary about President Bush.

Ronstadt’s comments drew loud boos, and some of the
4,500 people in attendance stormed out of the theater.
People also tore down concert posters and tossed cock-
tails into the air.

“Tt was a very ugly scene,” Aladdin President Bill Tim-
mins told The Associated Press. Timmins, who is British
and was watching the show, said he didn’t allow Ronstadt
back in her luxury suite afterward and she was escorted
off the property.

onstad’s antics “spoiled a wonderful evening for our
guests and we had to do something about it,” Timmins
said. Ronstadt, 58, had been booked to play the Aladdin
for only one show.
From wire reports

[General Hospital [Advisory Block |iraia vs. United States. [for Something More” [Pacific Report
[Feadiine News [Everybody-Raymond |The O Reilly Factor (Ta”éda)‘a‘”ev Minn. The West Wing ‘Inau-_|Everybody-Raymond
[Judge Judy rubs P lquration” (Part 10f2)  [Serubs
[Today Watt Damon; _[Carol Burneft: Le's _|Good Morning Amerr- [SportsCenter (Dominick Dunne: Pow- |Carol Burnett: Let's
Halle Berry; It Cojo-(Bump Up the Lights |ca er, Privilege & Justice |Bump Up the Lights
i [ER“Just a Touc TILB Baseball Teams |Journeys o the Ends |ER ‘Just a Touch”
o Be Announced. |of the Earth
G [Aaahh! Real Report Feadiine News Tovie “Ispector Morse: [Pacific Report
[Hey Amold! [The Tonight Show [World News 1990, [The Tonight Show
[ [Yu-GI-OR! [The Early Show m‘:v’yfhﬂ\; Thaw,
[Jackie Chan Tate Show Tate Show
[Jeopardy! SportsCenter [The Wild Thornberrys
4 Readline News [Access Hollywood _ [SpongeBob [Rccess Hollywood
4 [Destinations Wovie % %% % In the [FOX News [The Simpsons Movie %% % * *In the
K [AFN Evening News _|Heat of the Night” [Baseball Tonight [Happy Days Heat of the Night”
[Everybody-Raymond |(1967. Wystery) Sidney (g gingtes LB Basebal Teams [One Tree Rl The Search| ooy by Sidney
Scrubs oitier, Rod Steiger. Jto Be Announced. (Live)|for Something More” oitier, teiger.
(Carol Burneft: Let's _[Vovie * % % % “Kramer |FOX News [The West Wing “Inau- [Movie % “Kramer
Bump Up the Lights _v. Kramer 1979, D quration” (Part 1 of 2)  |vs. Kramer” (1979, Drame)
ER“Justa Touch’ [e) Dustin Hoffman, Menl ez giine News [Dominick Dunne: Pow- enf
: Steep usin Henry. - HeCcle Tow o Prviege & Justce. |10 Jsin Hey
:00_|Headiine News [The Hot List [The Hot List Journeys to the Ends [The Hot List
[22: The Tonight Show | Headline News [Army Newswatch he Hot List of the Earth Headline News
[ Today all Damon; Fle._|Lester Holt [Around the Horn [ Vovie “Inspector Worse: | Today Matl Damon Flle
[23:30 |Late Show Beny;Its Cojotime.” [Fardon the Infrrptn | Infernal Serpent” Beny,Its Cojoime.

Read Stripes online at

WWW-Stripes-com

Your Stripes. Your Story. Get it Daily.

STARSw# STRIPES.




July 21, 2004

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 21

FACES "N’ PLACES

BY PHIL VILLARREAL
Arizona Daily Star

W Studio makes actor give interview to promote film.

M Actor breaks from drab-answer mold and unspools
honest thought.

W Press cuts honest thought up into embarrassing
sound bite.

W Sound bite zips around the world and makes actor
come off as self-aggrandizing buffoon.

elcome to the world of Ethan Hawke.
Hawke, open and earnest in a phone inter-
view in support of “Before Sunset,” groaned
when a reporter brought up his comments
from the March issue of Details magazine:

“Martin Luther King Jr. suffered from infidelity; so
did John F. Kennedy. You're more likely to find great
leadership coming from a man who likes to have sex
with a lot of women than one who’s monogamous.”

The quote became a gossip-column highlight. Even
more negative press was heaped on Hawke, who was al-
ready suffering in the media because of accusations of
infidelity and news of his divorce with Uma Thurman,
his wife of six years.

“It was taken out of context, like I was comparing my-
self to the people I mentioned. MLK and Jack Kennedy,
Clinton, all kept their marriages together, for crying out
loud,” Hawke said. “I know my place. I'm an actor. 'm
not comparing myself to these guys. These are cool
men, and the idea that we should judge a leader on fideli-
ty is irritating.”

Hawke, 33, is a thinker and a talker, and sometimes
the talking gets him in trouble.

The talking, though, makes Hawke what he is as an
actor. A master at relaying intellectual curiosity and sup-
pressed emotion through the spoken word, Hawke
tends to end up in films that feature conversation at the
forefront. At the extreme, his movies involve almost all
talking and little to no action.

The romantic paragon “Before Sunrise” (1994) fea-
tures Hawke as Jesse, an American who spends one
night getting to know Celine (Julie Delpy), a French stu-
dent, and begins a spontaneous conversational love af-
fair. The similarly talky “Before Sunset,” just out, is a
real-time sequel to that film, set nine years later, in
which Jesse and Celine have a chance reunion and walk
the streets of Paris together for a little more than an
hour.

Now that Hawke’s divorcing, he’s moved into an apart-
ment in New York’s art-fueled Chelsea neighborhood.

The misunderstood
world of Ethan Hawke .

‘Before Sunset’ actor speaks candidly, and pays for it

“It's an attempt for me to reconnect with myself, I
think,” Hawke said.

Reconnecting, Hawke said, also means spending time
with some of his best friends, including Delpy and direc-
tor Richard Linklater. Hawke co-wrote the screenplay
for “Before Sunset” with both of them.

Linklater, who lives in Hawke’s birthplace of Austin,
Texas, has directed him five times. Hawke needed no
persuading to hook up with his favorite director again to
make “Before Sunset.”

“The movie felt so personal to me. I love Rick and
Julie so much, and it felt like a real gift to be able to
make it. I tried not to take one moment for granted,”
he said.

Hawke critiques other fellow members of the
“Austin Mafia” — indie filmmakers, including
himself, Linklater, Quentin Tarantino and Robert
Rodriguez, who have roots there.

“Ilike those guys perfectly well. If you compare
Rick and Robert Rodriguez, they’re all in the same
generation. ‘El Mariachi,’ ‘Slacker’ and
‘Reservoir Dogs’ all came out within two years of
each other. What Rick is interested in and what
Quentin and Robert are interested in are polar
opposites.

“I know Quentin pretty well. My wife of five
years had a collaboration with him, with ‘Kill Bill,
that was incomparable.”

The “Kill Bill” reference leads to uncomfortable
territory, because it was during the makmg of
that project that rumors of Hawke’s marriage deteriorat-
ing started to arise. British tabloids and American
rumor columns reported that Hawke believed Thurman
was romantically involved with Tarantino on the set of
“Kill Bill” in China, while Hawke’s alleged infidelity
‘with model Jen Perzow took place while he was filming
“Taking Lives” in Canada.

If Hawke’s affair happened — and Hawke has denied
that it did — he’s got to answer a burning question: Why
wait until your wife has undergone extensive samurai
sword training to sleep around?

“It’s a funny joke and you can use it in your story,”
Hawke said in a shaky voice, “but that’s assuming one
thing — that I committed infidelity. ... You probably
don’t know what you’re talking about.

“T will say,” Hawke continued with a chuckle, “that
Uma is a formidable and powertul human being, wheth-
er or not she had sword training.”

Trump fired as golfer?

Donald Trump may be a billionaire real
estate developer with a hot TV show, but
lhal doesn’t make him master of the golf
cor

Trump finished S6th in his debut Sunday

at the $500,000 Ameri-
can Century celebrity
golf championship at
Lake Tahoe in Neva-
da. The mogul said he
didn’t expect the com-
petition to be so
strong.

Trump, star of “The
Apprentice,”  was
joined at the tourna-
‘ment by other celebri-
ties including former

Trump basketball star Micha-

el Jordan, TV person-

alities Maury Povich and Ahmad Rashad,

actor Kevin Sorbo, and tennis great Pete
Sampras.

Former NHL star Dan Quinn’s birdie on
the final hole helped him win the contest.

Springsteen jams at Asbury

Two days after a tribute concert was
held for Bruce Springsteen, The Boss
showed up in Asbury Park, N.J., to offer an
authentic taste of his
music.

Springsteen joined
rocker Joe Grushecky
onstage for an hour
and a half; Grushecky
played some of Spring-
steen’s songs earlier
in the week.

This time, the two
played more than a
dozen songs, includ-
ing “Johnny 99.” Most
featured extended
jams that included
blistering solos by Springsteen.

After the concert at the Stone Pony club,
where Springsteen is known to occasional-
ly drop in for spontaneous gigs, The Boss
spoke briefly about an exhibit featuring
him at the Newark (N.J.) Museum.

Springsteen said he did not feel any awk-

Springsteen

wardness in being the subject of a museum
exhibit.
“Itake it as it comes,” he said.

Female aviator honored

Aerobatic champion Patty Wagstaff was
inducted into the National Aviation Hall of
Fame in Dayton, Ohio, happy to have wit-
nessed women’s increased role in aviation.

“I didn’t know any women pilots, so I
looked up to entertainers like Peggy Lee,”
said Wagstaff, the first woman to win the
U.S. National Aerobatic Championships.
“Now it's wide open” for women in avia-
tion.

In Saturday night’s induction ceremony,
Wagstaff joined three others as new induct-
ees: former Apollo astronaut William
Anders, who circled the moon in 1968; the
late Harriet Quimby, the first American
woman to receive a pilot's license; and the
late Jack Ridley, who was flight test engi-
neer for Chuck Yeager’s record-setting su-
personic flight in 1947.

Damon times 2 — times 2

Matt Damon didn’t plan to do a movie se-

el — much less two
back-to-back.

The actor, who has
already begun work
opposite Brad Pitt
and George Clooney
on “Ocean’s Twelve,”
also stars in “The
Bourne Supremacy.”

The 33-year-old
Academy Award win-
P ner hopes both new
Damon movies  solidify his
Hollywood stature.

“Right before ‘The Bourne Identity”
came out, I hadn’t been offered a movie In
a year because ‘The Legend of Bagger
Vance’ had come out and bombed, and ‘All

e orses’ had come out and
bombed,” he said.

“The performance at the box office at
the end of the day is the controlling factor
of whether you're working or not as a lead-
ing man in high-end movies,” he said.
Stories and photos from wire services
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Horoscope

It's the last full day of the sun's
journey through Cancer.

Hopefully, all the cocooning of the
past few weeks has been
rejuvenating. Home never
felt so cozy. Spend some
time there, gratefully accept-
ing all those belongings in
our surroundings that simu-
late security and comfort. Of
course, the real comfort
comes from inside.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(July 21). Your accomplish-
ments are impressive this
year. If you keep working
steadily, you'll have your
debts paid by October.
August features public acknowledg-
ment. Education is part of the fall,
and singles will meet a dream part-
ner in a schook-like setting. Love
starts tenderly but gets wildly pas-
sionate as winter rolls near. Lucky
love signs are Capricom and Virgo.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You're sure of who you are, and
everyone wants to be near someone
like that! Numerous offers have you
feeling like the most popular person
on Earth. But at some point, it's
more hectic than fun. Plan some
time to slow down.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Though you're not usually one to
follow any subject considered to
many to be frivolous, new interests
will surprise you and shake up your
usual sensibility. Loved ones bond
by venturing into strange teritory
together.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You're not only in a loving mood;
you're in an adoring mood that
Verges on co-dependency. This is a
good day to reinforce to yourself that
your future happiness is not hinging
on one particular person. Exert your
independence.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). It's
a day of contradictions. You'll be
chuckling inwardly, and your amuse-
ment seems to give the world more
dimension and life. What you see is
probably not what you get, but in
time, what you get could prove more
useful.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The
colors of your world may seem to be
repeating in an endless bland pat-
tem. It's definitely time to change

Joyce Jillson

things. If you've been considering
travel, now is the time to do it.

You'll find kindred spirits along
your path.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You're tempted to take a leisurely
pace, but cementing business alli-
ances before noon will
produce a happy bank
account! Exercise! The
hardest part is the first 10
minutes. Get past that,
and you're on your way.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). You're
} feeling open minded and
not tied to seeing things
one way or the other.
This is a perfect day to
look at art or listen to
music — you may have
an epiphany! Financially, this is a
powerful day when results are imme-
diate.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Celebrate your friendships and all
they bring 1o your life. Your tight
bonds may produce predictable
outcomes, but it's never boring.
Open communication brings new
trust. Tonight, pen diary notes and
random musings.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You magnetize what you want,
though you might not consciously
know what that is. Do some soul
searching! Sagittarius people tradi-
tionally want what they can't have,
s0 try to be more realistic and hon-
st.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Reality sets in soon enough,
so indulge yourself in the creative
fluff around the edges of real life.

At work, you may feel you're
navigating a political obstacle course
and having to use your most diplo-
matic instincts as a guide.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
After a bout of waning motivation,
you're ready to kick into a higher
productivity bracket. Social participa-
tion will be key to getting your drive
back. You are marvelous at enter-
taining, and your talents are in high
demand.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
It may be easier for you to focus on
your fantasies and projections than
your reality. When memory clouds
and the details fall away, all that
remains is a feeling. Its truly a time
when you can re-write history.

Creators Syndicate

2

Peanuts

BEETHOVEN

NEVER LIOULD
HAVE MADE 1T
IN NASHVILLE!

WHAT DID
ou sAY?

0\
N o~
X (e
= e
Py S

Calvin and Hobbes

Jump Start

Cathy

Hi and Lois

Beetle Bailey

Red and Rover

Better or Worse

IH omG O
SLOW, TM MOVING

BACKWARD !
TM WINNING ¢

its not §

+he sign says
sanitaty

Yo ghower before
getting in thefe.
Oid \{au shower?

I¢ T TAKE THE TEAL

C
[ s s Soron,
T REALLY SHOULD TRKE
HE TEAL SHots, SRATER,

e

¥ T T e Y [ 3 i e T o
SHOKET T AAVE T TAKE | DS A PURGE T HAVE
THE FLUUERED SINDRESS
T s R
TR e e
SMNDRES& T NEED THE 1 0 BLAS
TAN SANDALS AND PURSE __| i T0 TAKE THE EMCK PRNTS
I BLACK SHORTS  BLACK
SKIRT, BLACK, SH Es AND
AACK !

1
DAD HAS A GOLF

CANE AND CRIP'S

?LANN\N@ T
WASH THE

/ ITSURE KAS
BEEN DRY/

CAR !

HECK! HE
HAS TROUBLE

YESTERDAY’S
TECHNOLOGY.!

THE GENERAL HAS
TROLUBLE WITHTOPAY 'S
TECHNOLOGY

MY LIGHTBULB
su RNED our’!

EL ECTR)CIAN 4

'mﬂ

Ty TO SEE IF TUE GROUMS
TSR MR Sk

INTO TG (e vrniG AL Te.
RS ANG POTATO
BUGE KHOW 1T TiE.
To SATIER.

0

Guo
"é’wun

SHAWNA-MAIES Boy-
FRIEND GAVE Me. HIS
TACKET AN PANTS -LEATHER
PROTEC @OM THE

"

o P
WIND AN THE RAIN,




Wednesday, July 21, 2004 STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 23

WHY DON'T You
USE THIS HALF-
TEASPOON MEASURE.

INSTEAD!

THAT'S 2.5 cen®. THIS

THIS COOKIE RECIPE.
CALLS FOR A HALF-
TEASPOON OF
BAKING SODA.

\

oM, DO You HAVE
A PRECISION METRIC

10906 g/em?. 50
NEED 2.7265 GRAMS OF
BAKING SoDA.

Foxtrot

TEACHER | MAre
JORNNY SToF

/‘WHAT‘S He

DOING, SALLY

SKOOL.

WINT D0 20 iy ) oz Dede Sence:
PON OUT OF BEDPEOMS 1/ &
=) |
O . g

WELL, WE WAVENT TALKED ABOUT IT
FORMALLY, BUT ] DOUBT T0aT WA
BND T WiLe HAVE ANY MORE ¥IDS.

Baby Blues

NOT WHILE YOu's
et
COSTUMED, NUT 15

A CHASING YOu.

WHY AW T NOT
HAPPY ABOUT
SITUATIONZ
O

Spider Man

[ WHAT DID MR DITHERS NOTHING!
35y SAY ABOUT T2y s our
o OF TOWNJ X

=
£
5
Z|
i
3
i
Al G0
$
]
$
b
8
8
b
o
3|

WO SOLID KOS TOOR AN |
e e ey &

Blondie

< 2
1 HIRED A FERAL 8| HE'S INEXPENSIVE e
1| EMPLOYEE. 2| Becaust HE'S TOTALLY  [5| B3 TARME KROWS
| H z| 130w TO EAT rooD
E| UNTRAINED. 5| AND RUNALAY
g
£
£
T 2
2 H
= H
a
W eLop sovs i oy
LRSI s THE A //;{

s
B0
]
=

DARNEW, GAPRE:IELP! g THEAJ; QUITE ARE W0u
WHEN 1 5 , 2 N
PAR ATTENTION! B MAD T

7 i QUIT NOW?

UGH
0 Q

i
H
H

lEmvans 721

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across 59 Shaving-cream 26 Whatever
1 Freeway additive number
27 Syrian city
5 grnnobo‘ze? * Down 29 Speed
8 Throws into 1 Figurine 31 Satchel
the mix material 32 Loud call
12 Settled down 2 Winglike 34 1/8 fluid
13 Lemieux milieu 3 “La Boheme” ounce
14 Mother of the heroine 38 Poser
Titans 4 Sturdy 40 Dispatch
15 His fate hung 5 Goose egg 42 LGA info
by a thread 6 Expert 43 Wise one
17 “ for All 7 Nuisance 44 Piccadilly
Seasons” 8 One more time statue
18 Author Segal 9 Lessened 45 Vortex
19 —sec morale 47 Jessica of
(orange liqueur) 10 Transaction “7th Heaven”
21 Close friends 11 Logical 48 — uncertain
24 Inseparable 16 Tai — terms
25 Tramp's love 20 Reddish steed 49 Malaria
28 Storytelling 22 Bangkok native symptom
dance 23 Rounded 52 Sailor's
“ . protuberances assent
3 ,,Z'fﬁ; 25 Carry with effort 53 Bumped into

33 Actress Merkel
34 Pythias’ pal

Answer to Pre

vious Puzzle

35 Listening device

36 Workout venue
37 Sartorial woes

38 Nervous
39 “Eurekal”
41 Witnessed
43 Opening

remark?

46 Leg bone

50 Curves

51 Injurious
54 Joint ailment
55 Turn red?

56 Options list

57 Existence
(Lat.)

58

7-21
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A PILOT EJECTS
HIMSELF FROM HIS JET PLANE, I GUESS HE’S
USING THE FLIER ESCAPE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals D

CRYPTOQUIP
P R G
S WIJFH

YFUI?

N R G Q
rJysswy
YIEERFH

PLJJHIJFH!
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Psychologist just trying to help JUM/ELE

Dear Abby: 1 have been see-
ing a psychologist for three years
about anxiety and the trauma of
my parents’ divorce.

Every session has been about
how school is and whatnot.

About a year ago, I had my
first real relationship. We
are still involved.

In a recent session, my
psychologist asked me
how my sex life is. Mind
you, 'm only 18. 1 felt
Very embarrassed and
told him it was none of
his business.

‘Was this appropriate,
or do you think he was
coming on to me? I look
back and realize the
position I was in if he
was making advances.
There is no receptionist in the
office — only he and I in the
whole place. I'm concerned
about going back. Can you give
me some insight?

— Concerned in Massachusetts

Dear Concerned: Considering
the fact that you have been in an

Dear

exclusive relationship for about a
year, I'd say the question was
legitimate. After three years of
therapy, I would assume that by
now you had established enough
trust to confide just about any-
thing,
Your therapist needs to know
that you felt his ques-
tion was out of line and
made you uncomfort-
able. So, consider tell-
ing him that you might
feel more at ease if he
referred you to a fe-
male therapist. Also,
your sessions should
have gone far beyond
'making small talk
about “school and
whatnot.”

Dear Abby

Dear Abby: Some
friends and I gather for dinner
and fellowship about twice a
month. The problem is, one
woman is a very finicky eater,
and she turns up her nose when
something is served and makes
comments like, “That doesn’t
even look good — what's in it?”

The one we have heard all too
often is, “That doesn’t even

sound good.”
Most of the time we try to HICCK
please her by me-

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Amold and Mike Argirion
Tho 8001900 pos. have been DISCONTINUED.

Unscramble these four Jumbles,

one letter o each square, N Pl Eziu

to form four ordinary words. - 7

thing she likes, ke hot dogs or
fried chicken.

Frankly, 'm sick of it. Would it
be rude to prepare

2004 Tibune Media
Al Rights Reserved.

ervices. Inc

scrumptious like coconut shrimp
with orange sauce knowing that
she won't eat it, but everyone
else will, and tell her there are
hot dogs in the fridge and buns
in the breadbox and to just help
herself?

— Had it in Nashville

Dear Had it: No more rude
than what she’s doing to you. The
alternative would be to tell her in
advance what you will be serving
so she can opt out or bring her
own food if she chooses.

P.S. What's your address? If
I'm in the neighborhood, I'd love
to sample the cuisine.

Letters for this column — with your
umber — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Workplace bullies unacceptable

Dear Annie: 1just
left my job of 16 years
after being bullied by
two female coworkers for
two years. I had items
thrown at me, dOOrS
slammed in my fac
shoulders * accldenlally
smacked into mine as
they walked by, and all
my personal items rear-
ranged while I was sick
at home.

The leader of these
bullies is in her late 50s,
and the other one is over 40. T
cannot understand why anyone
would want to make the work-
place so miserable. I tried turn-
ing the other cheek, but when my
blood pressure became danger-
ously elevated, and my blood
sugar dropped me into uncon-
sciousness on several occasions,
I decided I'd had enough and
retired — much sooner than I
had planned.

I gave up a nice pension in
order to get out with my health
and sanity intact. There were at
least two written cﬂmplamts filed
and countless verbal complaints
made to management, with no

Annie’s Mailbox

results.
T have found new
employment, thank
goodness, but my ques-
tion is, how do I recov-
er emotionally from
this bullying, an
should I go after this
large bureaucracy
legally for ignoring my
pleas for intervention?
I am not sure that I am
strong enough emotion-
ally for a long, legal
battle, but I hate to see
them get away with this abuse.
— Ex-Law Enforcement Civilian
in Sacramento, Calif.
Dear Sacramento: Are these
Jjuvenile women still in grade
‘school? Ask your doctor to refer
you to a counselor who will help
manage your stress levels, and
then talk to a lawyer. Even if you
are unable to handle a legal
battle, the mere threat of a law-
suit is often enough to get results.

Dear Annie: A few months
ago, I celebrated my 19th birth-
day by inviting a dozen or so
people out to dinner. I discussed
it with a few close friends, and

we decided that everyone would
buy their own meal.

I chose a nicer restaurant than
we would usually go to, but it
wasn't terribly expensive.

1 enjoy your column and know
that you feel it is inappropriate to
invite people out and then hand
them a check. And I agree. But
we are all college students, and
none of us can afford to treat the
others. I bought everyone appetiz-
ers and supplied the dessert at
the end of the evening, but I still
wonder if it was enough.

Was I an inconsiderate host-
ess, or was it appropriate given
the age group and casualness?

— Seeking Your Approval
in Dallas

Dear Dallas: Here’s the way it
works — you don’t surprise your
guests with an invoice. If they
know beforehand that they each
will be picking up their own tab,
and they agree with the venue, it
is perfectly OK to split the bill.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.

anniesmailbox@comcast.
to: Annie’s Mailbox, /o Creators
syndicate, 5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite
700, Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate
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Dennis the Menace

SPoNT WORRY, DEANS, THGRE ARE NO BEARS
WITHIN MILES OF THIS TLACE.”
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Print answer here: A

e jumble com

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon

2
(Answers tomorrow)

Vesterday's | Jumbles: OCTET ~SUAVE FACTOR  MALADY
nswer: Why she splurged on the shoes — A SALE
WAS AFOOT

Family Circus

“Wish they had somethlng like this
between our house and the school.”
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US. Attorney at Law
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FTioubora . aroa. — call| witer ires. 36k mics S30k o | whadowe. | sioouna. iopang, 406 mi Sik. call - Cnrs " Gponaaiy | iork) 0811-705-5160. Provide
5177 Sb1osks Con 06374601260 ¢ 0805 350654

Automotive

FMGC Faber VOIvD

for life

militarysalesv@fmc-wuerzburg.de

Tel.: (0931) 784 3247 Wuerzburg
(09721) 946069 Schweinfurt
(0951) 9622817 Bamberg

www.amccarsales.com

e

Premium, Climate Pkg
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

Jobs Offered 63

Jobs Offered 63

EPS Global Services is currently
looking for a full-time administrative
assistant. Must be a U.S. ID card
holder. Email your resume to
Cheryl.cornelius@epscorp.com, fax to
0621-41166, or phone 0621-418900.

Career .

Transition Trainers
ynamic U, 5. Gov't Contractar is
seeking PIT Carear Tmn:u ion

Trainers &t various

rrmughmu\

M bl
ul II pF“nrr‘\ 2-3 seminarsfmo, frai ining
military personnel to enter the civilian
work force. Exc. opportunity for spouses
of Miiitary or DOD personnel, Mus
Know. of U.S, putlic and private sector
ioy. practices & exp. in job search

s exp in Training, Gareer
Counseling, or HR desirable. Military
axp, strongly desired
Tonic de: skill assessmant, career
making, resume prep, interview
techniques, job saarch strategies, atc.

Fax Aesuma to {703} 821-3650
o email lo ssauntry@namsine org. EOF

Jobs Offered 630

ManTech

Telecommunications and Information
Europe Systems Corporation

Put your Military experience to work
for you with
ManTech International

ManTech Europe Systems
Corporation a recognized leader pro-
viding quality engineering and main-
tenance services worldwide are cur-
rently seeking candidates for Part
Time On Call (PTOC) position in
Europe. Prior military experience,
both operational and technical, is
required.

Positions include:
Training and Data Maintenance
IT Specialist (Networking and INFOSEC)

Contracting Officer

Active Secret Security Clearance Required

Send resume to Peter Wood at

Peterwood @mantech.com

Relonon Guide
in Saturday's

STARSWSTRPES

Scheduled to PCS2

Jobs Offered 630

JOIN THE
STARSK#STRIPES
TEAM TODAY!

EUROPE BLR[ \ CHIEF
Sabary: 545,000
Openg D 1

an

R AT LARGE
it

DISTRICT MANAGH
e

i e 04
ADVERTISING SALES ASSISTANT
R ol

b
LABORER

8851 por bour

How To Apply
gl hsarvss vyl
Risame. vl srpesot
e fan Stary d SHrign,

SAF Persmnel Olfice

Uit 35455, ARG AF. 00411
48 () GASS-HIA2H (Civlia)

o

T Persen tors & Siripes:

Flughealeumeasse Geb, 431

el Germany

STARS AND STRIPES IS S QUAL QPFORTLAII EPOVER
S ARE PROVIDED 10

AT TN BRSARLATIES

e 011 449 (0115800141157

Jobs Offered 630

Project Coordinator

ewatiaual Coutracting Fiem seeks project
coeerdisatir for incal offic in Okinawe, Condidates
st Rt e liors stegres with o baciground in

meretal hewlth, tenching, or veliled hmman sarvices
Jistel, Miat b ictaenctaret aml setailead arismbed.

Japanase speaking o phis.

Moke Sipes
Your Home Pge

Www.stripes.com

Plesss farward reaumes o Rackel Jones st
rjanesE steclingme dessp.com
o i fax (313) 9844309,

STARSYESTRIPES

[l STERLING MEDICAL

War Is Tough
on Families

Military life has enough challenges without worrying
about how your loved ones will contact you... especially
during times of conflict. I know, because I grew up in a
military family and served as a Navy Admiral.

You can count on the American Red Cross to help you
‘wherever you go. Whether you're at sea, or on an
installation, we can help your loved ones back home
get messages to you, or from you, in case of emergency.
We can also help you through counseling and other
needed assistance.

The Red Cross was there for my family, and we'll be
there for yours. In fact, we support thousands of
military families each year.

For more information, or to learn how you can
help, please contact your local Red Cross or visit
www.redcross.org. Thank you.

7@%«4@/

Marsha Evans
President and CEO, American Red Cross
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy (Ret.)

American
Red Cross

Together, we can save a life
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15. Gilberto Simon, Italy, Saeco, 2:13. Lila Osterloh, United States, def. Saori  course, Men's open distance Is 6357 vards:  68. Alex Celka Ger 19

AFN schedule 16. Georg Totschnig, Austria, Gerolsteiner, ~ Obata, Japa men's seniors’ is 5,517 yards and women’sis  69. Geoff Ogilvy s 194
same time. aihate & y‘ ance, def. Conchita Mar- 5,151 yards: avid Howel

e Nathalle Dechy: France, . Conchita Mar- 5181 yard: id Howell 92

(All times Central European.

ARSI PRSP Pacmc/Korea, sp :
did: dela

SOminite cut-down, Lstngs are atest avall

able from AFRTS and subject to change with-

out notice.)

Television

Baseball — Los Angeles at Houston, noon
Wesnesday (i), P, Cncinnstl at Chicago

s, 81 Wednesday,
ey, 7! w
st. Louis, 2 a.m. Thursday, AFN:
at’san Francisco, 4 a. hursmay i
eim at Texas, Thuesday o, <r:

Tampa Bay at Minnesota, 7 p.m. Thursday,
$P;Chicago Wit Sox 2t Clbiiand. Lam
Frid: akland at Seattle, 4 a.m. Fi

Ul - WNBA, Minnesota at Con-

ing ~ 2004 oY G France: tage 15,9
ednesday (dld). SPT; Stage 16,9 am.

d), SPT.
[ — ESPN Great Outdoor Games V:
7 am. Thursday (o). SPT.

Radio
(Listings are feeds from AFN in California.
Some jht not air in all ar

aseball — Tampa Bay at Minnesota, 2
am. Thirsday; Milwaukee at St Louis, 2

be, geached at DS

AfE
75:4444 or Gorman civ /15685444 Com;

mema\ liers o outside &
rop ihe initial zera aiter maung counW
AP Atlantc's 5

e it AFNs parem o7
janization, AFRTS at March Reserve AFB,
alif, can be reached at DSN (312) 348-1319

G commercial (609) 413-2319. It Web site s

Pro soccer

Major League Soccer

W L TPts GF GA
Metrostars 6652 29 2
Uni 5662 23 2
55520 16 17
Chicago 2671918 20
New England 48517 20 2
Western Conference
Los Angeles 95523 2%
Kansas City 94431 % 14
Colorado 55721 17
Dallas 3 2
San Josi
Norz Three points for victory,one point
day's games
Columbus atColorado
Chicago at Metrostars
B.C. United at Dali
LOS Angeles at Kansas City
iew England at San Jose
inesday, July 28
Dallas at Columl
Netiostars 2 Kansas city
Chicago at Colorad

aturday, July 31
Al Star Game ot Wadhgton

Pro basketball

WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
indiana 1 5
Charlotte 0% Tn
Connecticut i 11 50 1
Detroit 10 11 476 1%
New Yorl 1011 476 1%
Washington 11450 2

'WESTERN CONFERENCE
Los Angeles 768 -
Seattle 137 650 1
Minnesota 9 571 om
sacramento 1 A%
Houston 10 12 45 5
Phoenix 12 40 6
san Antonio 286 84

Monday's game
Los Angeles 82, Indiana 51
sday’s game

day's games
Connecticult at Betro!

an Antonio at Phoenix
Washington at Los Angeles

Tour de France

Tuesday
At Villard-:g‘e-l.ans, France

16-
Lance rmstrong, At post-
al- Eerry Fioor, conds.
e Bastor Ral. Tealm €3G, Sais time,
3. Jan Uilrich, Germany, T-Mobile Team, 3
seconds behind,
Andreas Kloden, Germany, T-Mobile
Team 6 b
Salevt Leipheimer, United States, Ra-

boban
Quick
Denmark, Ra-

"Richard Vigenaue,
SteD pavitamon, 8
@el Rasmussen,
bopank, &

o Rsevedo, Portugal,Us postal-Berry
loor, 53.
P2 voigt, Germany, Team CSC, 1
minute, 4 seconds
i Carlos Sastre, L Team csc, 124 be-
ind.
11, Laurent Brochard, France, AG2R Prevoy-
ance,
3 Marius Sabaliauskas, Lithuania, Saeco,

3. oscar pereiro o, Spain, Phonak Hear-
m? Systems, 2:
4 christophe Moreau, France, Credit Agri-

France,

17 Francisco Mancebo, spain, lles Bale-
ars-b. santander, same tine.
Caucchioli, aly, Alessio-Bian-

chi, same tim:
15 Marcos Serrano, Spain, Liberty Seg-
uros, same time.
30 er Camatio, SDam Euskaltel-Euskadi,

21, Jose Luis Rublére, Spain, Us Post-
alBeriy Floor, same tim

Fincapie. United States, US
Postal Berry o

Landls, United States, US Post-

alBerry Hodr i
32, Bobby Julich, United States, Team CSC,
37, Manuel Beltran, Spain, US Postal-Berry
Floor, same tim
7. Chrstian vandeveme United States,
Liberty Sequros,
! hveladhos,Czech Repubic, US Post-
al-Berry Floor,
86, Roberto Heras, Spain, Liberty Seguros,

95. Viatceslav EKimov, Russia, US Post:
al-Berry Floor, same tim:

Sages)
 ance Armsiron, UntedStes, Us post-
a\ EEFW Floor, 67 hours, 1:

Hian Basso, taly, Team CSC, 1 minute, 25
seconds behi

O Arens Kioden, Germany, T-Mobile
Team, 3:22 behind.

rancisco Mancebo, Spain, llles Bale-
ars-B. Santander, 5:39.

Jan Uilrich, 'Germany, T-Mobile Team,

. Jose Azevedo, Portugal, US Postal-Berry
Flgor, 7:34.
7. Georg Totschnig, Austria, Gerolste

8. Thomas
2

\oeckler, France, Brioches La

langere, 9:28.
. Pietro Calicchioll, Italy, Alessio-Bianchi,

0. Levi Leipheimer, United States, Ra-
bobank, 10:58.

1. Carios Sastre. Spain, Team CSC, 11:25.
 Italy, Saeco, 1
3. Oscar Perelrc Yo Shain, Shonak Hear-

ing Systems,

Kool Rasmussen, Denmark, Ra-

15. Christophe Moreau, France, Credit Agri-
cole, I

ose Luis RublEre, Spain, Us Post-
Gerry Foor, To16.

. Roberto Heras, Spain, Liberty Seguros,
George_Hincapie, United States, US

Postal-Berry Floor, 34:03.
Foyd Landis, United States, US Post-

al-Berry Fi
by b trited States, Team CSC,

‘Manuel Beltran, Spain, US Postal-Berry
v, 1 hour, 2 minutes, 24 Seconds behind.
63.Christian Vandevelde, United States,
Lierty Seguros, i
in 'Noval Gonzalez, Spain, US
Postal-Berry Floor, 126114,
Pavel Padrnos, Czech Republic, US Post-
Floor, 1:33:05.
fatcesfav_Ekimov, Russia, US Post-
al-Berry Floor, 1:38:06.

ennis

RCA Champmnshlps

i

Atmelndllav:ial)
indianap
Purse: $600,000 (Intl, Series)
Surface; Hard-Ouidoor
4 o
| First found

Thie . France, def. Jeff Salzen-

stem, Umled States, 1

ennis Center

United States, def. Wesley
n o A, 67 00 53,16 &

Pet Rasedskr Biltain, et Thomas Jo-
hansebn, Sweden, 76 (o 6.1 (), 64,

P Morgan chase Open

At The Nnme DEWI Center
P
Surface: Nar Bllld

st
Anne Kremer, Luxembourg, def. Laura
Granvile, United States, 6.3, 5
Fna Fanik, Sovenia: el Barbora stryco-
va, Czech Republic, 4-6, 6-4
Akiko Morigam, Jagan, ef. Silvia Farina
iz (12 tay,
Riarion sario rance, ,Jet Tamarine Tana-
sugar, Thajand, 26,6
Jessica _Kirklan Um!ed States, det.
Tathiana Garbin, - South Afr
“Ashiey Harkderoad, Uniteq. Sla(es det. shi-
nobu Asagoe, Japan, 63, 6.2

tinez, Spain,
e Kot
Sucha,s\uvzkm 756 ), 45,
Anca Barr sermny def. Fabiola Zulua-

" chiavine Ly, det.

Shenay Perry. L s
S RUbin 4y umea SIates def.
MG Ay Unitgd States, ().
@ Parra " def. Jii

v n
Craybas, United Slales‘ 76 (77 7 6 Q).
Generali Open

uesday
er Tenis club
pugse: sns,sas (ImL Gold-
;Clay-Outdoor
Singles |
66l Marc Lopez,
def.

At

Firs
Potitg starace, Tl
spai, 16 (1.6
Radek Stepane,_czech Republic, de
Daniel Gimeno-Traver, Spain, 6-7 (2), 7

Stefan Koubek, Austria, def. Marc Rosset,
Switzerland, 6-

ndreas Sepp
Czech Revuhhpc‘

ita\{ def. Michal Tabara,

S o
Luis Hora 73 Pcru 2ot Rlegandro raila,
Colombla, 76 G 16 )

Albert Costa (11). Spain, def. Werner Es-
chatier AR,

Juar Monaco Rrdenting,det: David Ferrer
(w{

Florian Ma{/er(s) Germany, def. Peter Luz-
cak, Ausiralia, 6-2, &4,
Monday

Ale) anﬁrg Falla, omeiac et Adrian Gar-
i
hui

i Russia, def, Johannes Ager,
e

branco Squl\lansArgenhna,del Paul-Henri
ie e, 64,
Frantisek Coriak Caoch Republc, det.vo
Heuberger, Switzeriand, 7-6 (0),
ner Eschaer, Alstle. det. Thomas

“Vartin Vasallo Arouell, Galy,def. Nicolas
omann, France, ¢-4, -7 )

=]

antiago Vel Spain, def. stefano
Pescosoldo, ial, 16 (3

Peter Luczak, Australia, def. Alexander
Peya. Austria, 62, 7:6 (&)

juan Monaco, Argentina, def. Juan-Pablo
Guzman, Argentina, 7-5,

Osgar Hermnandez, Spain, def. Albert Por-

epublic, def. Galo Blan-
co S s BT £

Dick Norma,' Beigium, def. Alessio DI
Mauro, Italy, 3-6, 6-3,

Croatia Open

Monday.
At The International Tennis Center
imag, Croatia_
Purse: $492,705 (Intl, Series)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

und
Florent Serra, France, def, Bohdan Ui
hrach, Czech Republic, 6
Kristof Ve cgen, Balgtum, det Ofvier Mutis,
France, 6:0, 6-2.

Zeljko Krajan, Croatia, def. Jiri Vanek,

Czech Republic, 60, 3+
Nicolas Amaro, Spin, def. Tomas Be-
hrend, Germ:

uillermo Gartia-| LuDez Spain, def. Victor
Hanescu, Romania,
Oliier Rochus, el
®), S\uvakm‘ 62,
Lertanto Jlcente.Spain, def Sasa Tuksar,
Croatia, 67 (5. 6-4,6-

Palermo Internatiunal

im, def. Karol Kucera

At Colmll’)‘ YI;‘!E";}IIII)
purse: suo.a'm (Tier v)
utdoor

ermany,

Vulia Beyaelzimer, Ukraine; def. Adriana
Serra zanetti, Italy, 4-6,6-2, 6

tarina Srebotmk(t) 5\ovema. def. Sofia
Arvidsson, Sweden, 6-

e Mecina Garriaues @), Spain, def.
Julla Vakulenko, Ukraine, 75, 3.

Army-Europe

golf championsl
JOFTERSHEIM, Germany — Resu\ls Tuesday
after ‘the first round of hole,
medal-play Army-E EumDE ﬂ;ﬂ( chzmvlon
ships on the par-T: erg Golf Club

if THeY-THEY eoT ouT
BY THEMEELVES!
HONDREDS OF THEM!

FORGET THE POLLS!
OUR DESIGNATED HITTER
15 MISSING! HE WAS LAST

SEEN IN HERE,
BATTING
B

, N THE
CAGE.

Men's open
Jeffrey Hallauer

ler Jose

ichael Stanley
Jeffrey Woodward
Kevin Sickinger
Guadalupe Vasquez
Shaun Walz
Ray Leist
Christopher Barti
Ronald Black
Timothy Arett
William Joiner
Brian Prokes
Robert Rasmussen
Edward Wider

ong

St era

Lary Baricuatro
in Kauffm:

Joe Estores.
Women
Ingrid Estores

World ranking

Through July 18
iger Woods

Emecls

. Vijay Si

BT 0n

Davis Love il

Retief Goosen

;’adra\g Harrington
im

e
- Colin Monlgomene

: Doren Reberts

42—

75
8

44-46-90

92
92
51
fern 51
ernhard Langer 89

Monday’s transactions

BASEBALL
American League

BALTIMORE ‘ORIOLES— Tratied RHP Mike

Delean to the New York Mets for OF Karim

MINNESOTA TWINS—Placed C Joe Mauer

on the 15.day DL Recalled C Rob Bowen

ATHLETI d C Landon

powall OF Richie Ramett and RHP Jacon

Windsor and assigned them to Vancouver of

the Northwest League.

RANGERS Activated RHP R.A. Dick-
day DL.

ed OF Jason Conti and INF Manny
Alexander for assignment.

National League
CcuBSUREANAESTE Arex conza-

S Hon e 15ga ay
Designated 5" Rey “Ordonez for assign-

me
GNcINNATI REDS —Signed RHP Homer
and assigned him to Sarasota of the
League, placed 38 Brandon Lar-
sonn the Jo-day DL retroactive to July 8.
col ROCKIES—Called RH
Traws Tkl froos Coloradt Springg Dﬂhe
L. Placed RHP Denny Stark on the 15-day
c3ignatod RHP Turk Wenden for aseign.

ent.
 MONTREAL EXPOS —Recalled OF Ron Callo-
{from Edmenton of the PCL,
—Placed RHP Jose Parra
onthe 18

DL.
munmvuu PHILLIES—Signed C Jason
ara
SAN \DRES—Acquired SS Rich Au—

GO P
o Seati e Tor  playbr o be named o
cash,

e-signed F Gordan Giricek to
afours xear contra:t
Basketball Association
ranied an expansion franchise to
WA 101 316 S008.06 Season
IAMI—Announced team nickname will
be Sunblazzers. Named Alvin Mallard chief
executive o
‘Women's National Baskethall Association
PHOENIX MERCURY—Acquired F Gu
ackson from San Antonio for ¥ farian Wi

ationa) Foutball League
BUFFALO BILLS —Agreed to terms with LB
Jason Gildon on a one-: éear contract.

ed WR Keary

Taimed 18 Tyreo
Harrison on waivers from Philadel

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS—Signed T
sonto fouryear Contract

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS—Signed NT
Vince Wilfork to a six-year contract.

TENNESSEE TTANS Agreed o terms with
DT Jared Clauss ang TE Sean McHu

Kois wil-

EW
Papincal to a one-year contra

o TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING ioned c craig
.

ALBION—Named “Sre Koskl _assistant
trainer "n R Sehadel Sffendhe e

LEY—Named Pat Durgin men’s assis-
tant Rk tbal] cosch
ETROIT—Announced
e discontin
moted M

its baseball pro-

pro ke Cragg to associate
mrmor of athletics, usines:
manager and David Almodova £ assistant
dlrncmroluromomns Named Bart Smith di-
rector of promotior

FRANCIS MARION—Announced the resigna-
tion of Jack” Byeriey.  women's  softball

HOBART—Named TW. Johnson men's as-
ST ag ot

ILLINOIS—Named Derek Neal assistant
sports information director and Andrew Zy-
wickiassistant ticket manager forcustorner

senic
MES MADISON—Named .. Price assis-
tam {oothallcoach.

TATE—Named Scott Stricklin base-

bafConch:
KEYSTONE - Announced the resignation of
monica Thomas, women's basketballcoach.
o MANDER-Naried o enhame
assistant basketball c

©MISSISSIPPI- Suspended sophomore RE
Jamal Pittman and senior L8 Ken Bournes in-
efinitely.

NICHOLLS STATE—Announced the resigna-
tion of” Phyllis Guedry,” softball coach,
Named Jenny ~ Parsons " interim - softbali

A SOUTHEASTERN—Named Michelle
Desamls women's voleyballcoac
DOMINION—Named  Jerry  Meyers
bagehal coach
EACH ATLANTIC—Named Ben
Comn iniehe rainer.
d Ken Baker assis-
tant sporte mmmauon Girector.
—N; Brian Brecht men's la-
crosse coact
Named Garrett Quinn assistant
baseball coach ,and Cheryl Carlson wormen's

vollevball<

NoVACNamed ordon Finch assis-
ot athicics dlre:mr r for compliance Brian

dire etine

ARG coordinator of e,
rals and recreation and 81l Lacey assitant
football ¢ Rob Hagan t0.asso-
O Gt
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Seattle Mariners’ Bret Boone (29) is greeted at home after hitting a grand slam agai

it the Boston Red Sox

in the 11th inning in Seattle on Monday. The Mariners, who trailed 4-2 in the ninth inning, won 8-4.

Another Boone burns Red Sox

Aaron’s brother Bret hits grand slam in 11th for Seattle

BY JIM COUR
The Associated Press

SEATTLE — The Boston Red
Sox had a chance to gain ground
on the New York Yankees in the
AL East. Instead, they were beat-
en by another Boone.

Bret Boone hit a grand slam in
the 11th inning, lifting the Seattle
Mariners to an 8-4 victory over
the Red Sox on Monday night.
Last season, his brother, Aaron
Boone, homered in the 11th in-
ning against Boston in Game 7 of
the AL championship series to
put the Yankees in the World Se-
ries.

The Mariners tied it with one
out in the ninth behind consecu-
tive home runs from Miguel Olivo
and Edgar Martinez.

“It’s the worst game we've
played all year,” the Red Sox’s
Johnny Damon said.

The Red Sox remained seven
games behind the Yankees, 9-7
losers in Tampa Bay, in the AL
East.

“This is a bad feeling,” Damon
said. “We shouldn’t have been in
this situation. We were just awful.
There isn’t much more you can

say about it. Every game is impor-
tant for us. We had a chance to
pick up a game on the Yankees
today and let it slip through our
fingers.”

Boone hit his fifth career grand
slam on an 0-1 count from Curtis
Leskanic (1-5), the fifth Boston
pitcher, a 392-foot shot into the Se-
attle bullpen in left field. The Mar-
iners loaded the bases on a single
by Olivo and walks to Dave Hans-
en and Randy Winn.

Winn’s walk was intentional.

Boone, hitting a paltry 233
when the day began, was 2-for-6
with six RBIs. His grand slam
was the Mariners’ first of the sea-
son.

The last-place Mariners won
their second straight game, but
are 21 games under .500 and are
17, games out of first place in
the AL West. They've divested
themselves of veterans John Oler-
ud and Rich Aurilia this month.

Boone didn’t fault the Red Sox
for walking Winn intentionally to
try to get him to hit into a double
play.

“With the struggles I've had
this season, you can’t blame

them,” he said. “It was a great
win.”

Mike Myers (4-1), the fifth Seat-
tle pitcher, got the final out of the
11th.

The Red Sox were 44-0 in
games in which they led after the
eighth.

The Mariners sent the game
info extra innings in the ninth
when Olivo and Edgar Martinez
homered off closer Keith Foulke
with one out in the ninth. Foulke
blew his fifth save in 19 opportuni-
ties and his fourth save in his last
six chances since June 12.

Olivo’s homer to left was his
first in five games with the Mari-
ners since being acquired in a
trade with the Chicago White Sox
for Freddy Garcia June 27. The
pinch-hitting Martinez homered
395 feet to center.

Jason Varitek went 2-for-4 with
four RBIs, including a tiebreak-
ing three-run homer in the eighth
that put the Red Sox ahead 4-1.

Bronson Arroyo gave up one
run and struck out a season-high
12 in eight innings for Boston.

Ron Villone pitched six strong
innings, but the Red Sox came
back against the Mariners’ bull-
pen.

Everett provides spark
White Sox were lacking

The Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Texas — Carl
Everett showed how comfortable
he feels in a Chicago White Sox
uniform.

Everett went 2-for-5 with a
home run, leading Chicago to a
12-6 victory over the Texas Rang-
ers on Monday night — a day
after he rejoined the White Sox in
atrade.

Everett was the designated hit-
ter and fit nicely into the fifth slot
in a White Sox lineup that started
the night averaging .186 in July.

e played for
the Rangers
and White Sox
last  season,
then  began
this  season
with Montreal
before he was traded for minor
leaguers Jon Rauch and Gary Ma-

AL

Roundup

Jjew:

“Hupefully that's just the begin-
ning,” Everett said. “That’s what
T'm here for, to help the team out.
It was a good first game.”

Mark Teixeira homered in his
fifth straight game, hitting a solo
shot in the ninth to tie a club
record. Hank Blalock also hom-
ered in the ninth for Texas, which
had a four-game winning streak
snapped.

Aaron Rowand tied a career
high with four hits and Carlos Lee
homered and drove in three runs
for the White Sox, who had lost
eight of 13 and three of four to
start their eight-game road trip.

White Sox starter Scott Schoe-
neweis (6-7) had a 7-0 lead follow-
ing three innings after getting a
total of one run in support in his
previous four starts. He snapped
a five-start losing streak, holding
the Rangers to four runs on five
hits over 5*/5 innings.

He struck out four and didn’t
walk a batter as he earned his
first victory since May 30.

Devil Rays 9, Yankees 7:
Aubrey Huff and Robert Fick
drove in two runs each, and
Tampa Bay hung on for a win at
Tropicana Field after taking a
five-run lead in the first.

Geoff Blum’s RBI single off
Tanyon Sturtze (3-2) snapped a
S-all tie in the sixth.

Lance Carter (3-2) got the win,
and Danys Baez got four outs for
his 19th save.

Twins 3, Tigers 1: Pinch-hitter
Jose Offerman’s two-run single in

AP

The Indians’ Travis Hafner hits a
three-run homer in the 10th in-
ning against the Anaheim Angels.

the seventh led visiting Minneso-
ta to its second win in eight

games.

Terry Mulholland (2-3) gave up
one run on four hits in 6%/s in-
nings, improving to 2-0 in three
starts since moving into the rota-
tion earlier this month.

Mulholland joined the New
York Mets’ Al Leiter and the Yan-
kees’ Kevin Brown as the only
pitchers to beat all 30 teams.

Jason Johnson (7-8) allowed
three runs on seven hits in
eight-plus innings, eight days
after pitching a five-hit shutout in
Minnesota.

Orioles 7, Royals 4: Sidney
Ponson (4-12) gave up two runs in
six innings to end his nine-game
losing streak with a win at Kansas
City.

Javy Lopez had three hits and
two RBIs for the Orioles, and
Miguel Tejada hit his 16th homer,
a two-run shot.

Brian Anderson (1-9) lost his
ninth straight start, a Royals’ club
record set by Jeff Suppan in 2002.

Indians 8, Angels 5 (10):
Travis Hafner hit his second
homer of the game — a three-run
shot in the 10th inning — and
drove in a career-high five runs
to lead Cleveland at Angel Sta-
duim.

David Eckstein’s two-out error
on a routine grounder by Matt
Lawton set the stage for Hafner’s
game-winning homer off Troy
Percival (2-2).

Indians reliever David Riske
(5-2) got the win despite allowing
two runs in the ninth.

Jays’ Towers reaches new heights in win at Oakland

The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — Josh Towers put on
another good performance for his family.

Pitching in front of relatives who made
the drive from Port Hueneme, he worked
into the eighth inning Monday night to help
Toronto to a 5-3 victory over the A’s.

It was his second win over Oakland at
the Coliseum this season, where the Jays
are 0-3 in games he doesn’t start.

“Every team seems to have a pitcher
they struggle against and ours seems to be
Towers,” Oakland manager Ken Macha
said. “He pitched well agamsl us the last
time they were here, to0.”

Towers (4-3) pitched Toronto to a 6-1
win in Oakland on June

“I can't really explain why I pitch so well
here,” Towers said. “This is a pitcher’s
park with a lot of foul territory. And maybe
it’s because my family was here.”

Towers’ family drives to games he works
in California, even the approximately
six-hour one to Oakland. In front of them
Monday night, he gave up two runs in the
third inning, then shut down the A’s as the
Blue Jays snapped their season-high
six-game losing streak. He was replaced
by Kerry Ligtenberg after allowing a
one-out double to Eric Chavez in the
eighth.

Towers gave up seven hits and struck
out five. He also hit two batters in winning
his second straight start.

Jason Frasor allowed a leadoff homer in
the ninth to Erubiel Durazo before finish-
ing for his 10th save.

The Blue Jays scored four runs in the
fourth inning off Kirk Saarloos, who hadn’t
allowed an earned run in his other two
starts this season and had a streak of 14%/3
scoreless innings until Toronto broke
loose.

Vernon Wells led off the fourth with his
10th homer. One out later, Gregg Zaun dou-
bled. After Alexis Rios singled, Chris
Gomez had a run-scoring hit to tie it 2-2. Or-

lando Hudson and Reed Johnson each
added RBI singles to make it 4-2. Saarloos
was removed after Johnson’s hit.

“I felt like I was one p\(ch away from get-
ting out of the inning,” Saarloos said. “I
just left too many balls over the plate.”

Saarloos (1-1) allowed eight hits and
four runs in 3%s innings. Macha said he
was “95 percent sure,” Saarloos would
make his next scheduled start while wait-
ing for Tim Hudson’s pulled stomach mus-
cle to heal.

Carlos Delgado led off the eighth with
his 11th homer of the season, a shot to right
off Ricardo Rincon, the third of five A’s
pitchers. It was the 997th RBI of Delgado’s
career.
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Braves
return to
a familiar
place

Atlanta tops Philly
to move into first

BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The Atlanta
Braves have finally made it back
to a familiar position.

‘Winners of 12 straight division
titles, the Braves gained sole pos-
session of first place in the NL
East for the first time this season
with a 4-2 victory over the Phila-
delphia Phillies on Monday night.

Mike Hampton gave up two
runs and five hits in seven innings,
and Atlanta’s defense made sever-
al spectacular plays, including
shortstop Rafael Furcal’s leaping
catch of David Bell’s liner to end
the game. Bell slung away his bat
in frustration, nearly hitting home
plate umpire Tim Timmons.

The Braves won for the 16th
time in 20 games, breaking a tie
with the Phillies for the top spot.

“They smell blood every time
they take the field,” said Philadel-
phia manager Larry Bowa, his
team falling out of the division
lead for the first time since June
27. “They don’t win by accident.”

Despite their impressive pedi-
gree, it’s a little surprising to find
the Braves in this position. After
all, they went through a major sal-

Atlanta’s Marcus Giles gets hold of Philadelphi:

KRT

shortstop Jimmy Rollins on Monday night to try to prevent a

double play. The Phillies fell out of first place in the NL East for the first time in nearly a month.

ary purge during the offseason,
losing Gary Sheffield, Greg Mad-
dux and Vinny Castilla.

The Phillies and World Series
champion Florida Marlins were
supposed to be the new powers in
the East, but it appears that first
in this division still goes through
a familiar place — Atlanta.

“The goal is to be in first when
the whole season is completed,”
manager Bobby Cox said. “We’ll
try to stay there.”

Adam  LaRoche, Andruw
Jones, Charles Thomas and Chip-
per Jones drove in runs for the
Braves, while Hampton (5-8) won
for the fourth time in five starts.

Jimmy Rollins led off the game
with a double and scored on
Bobby Abreu’s groundout.

Hampton has given up 19 runs
in the first — more than any other
inning — but he quickly settled
down. The Phillies managed only
one hit the next five innings, a
stretch of domination that ended
with Jim Thome’s monstrous

homer over the center-field fence
leading off the seventh.

The Phillies threatened to get
back in the game when Jason
Michaels walked and Bell fol-
lowed with a single, putting run-
ners at first and second with one
out. But Mike Lieberthal hit into
an inning-ending double play,
which began with Chipper Jones
fielding a tricky hop at third base.

On the mound, Hampton
pumped his fist and let out a yell
as he watched the ball go around
the horn.

“I was real excited about it,”
Hampton said. “It gave me a lot
of confidence for Bobby [Cox] to
stay with me in that position.”

John Smoltz went the rest of
the way for his second two-inning
save of the season. He struck out
four and had to get the final out
twice — Ricky Ledee struck out
but reached on a passed ball, put-
ting runners at first and third in
the ninth.

Bell hit a liner that appeared
headed for left field, but Furcal

stretched out to make a leaping
catch that ended the game.
Smoltz kneeled on the mound and
pumped his fist, savoring his 18th
save in 20 chances.

“I thought it was a base hit,” he
said. “He really made solid con-

Phillies starter Paul Abbott last-
ed only 4%: innings and dropped
to 0-4 since joining Philadelphia.
He started the season with
Tampa Bay, going 2-5 before his
release on June 3.

“Itis definitely frustrating,” Ab-
bott said. “How can it not be?”

In what is becoming a daily oc-
currence, Thomas made another
spectacular play in the field, too.
The left fielder made a diving
catch on Rollins’ soft flyball in the
sixth, continuing his brilliant play
since being called up from the mi-
nors on June 23.

Andruw Jones chipped in with
a belly flopper of his own to end
the eighth.

“The team was outstanding,”
Hampton said. “All the guys be-
hind me deserve the credit.”

Dodgers power to 13-1 in past 14 games

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Milton Bradley and Shawn
Green hit back-to-back home runs in_the
eighth inning to lift Los Angeles to a 7-6 victo-
ry over the Houston Astros on Monday night,
the Dodgers seventh straight victory.

hit his career-high 24th
homer for the Dodgers, who

have won 13 of 14 games.
N L Winning pitcher Giovanni
Carrera (2-0) allowed two
Roundup runs and two hits in 1'/s in-
nings, and Eric Gagne threw
just eight pitches in a perfect ninth for his 26th

save in 27 opportunities.

“It was a great victory,” manager Jim
Tracy said. “It was back-and-forth and we had
some big step-up at-bats in the late innings by
Milton and Shawn. ... We made a couple of
mistakes early, but it was because we were ag-
gressive. You can’t fault that.”

Dan Miceli (3-5) gave up the back-to-back
homers to Bradley and Green and took the
loss, which dropped new manager Phil Gar-
ner’s record to 1-3 since taking over from
Jimy Williams after the All-Star break.

“We didn’t play well,” Garner said.“We had
the game in the palm of our hands and we let
it get away. ... It's frustrating because we put
runs on the board. We just couldn’t throw the
ball over the plate. A pair of late home runs,
that is going to happen sometimes, but you
have got to throw strikes to win games.”

In the eighth, Bradley homered to right on

Milton Bradley
(21) hit a solo
homer in the
eighth to tie it,
and Shawn
Green followed
with a homer
that was the
difference in
the Dodgers’

| 7-6 victory on
& Monday night.
P

Miceli’s first pitch.

Green followed with a homer to right on a
0-2 pitch to give the Dodgers a 7-6 lead. Green
hit .412 (7-for-17) in the first five games of this
road trip.

The Dodgers scored four runs in the sixth
inning, with three unearned because of two As-
tros errors.

In other NL games on Monday:

Expos 6, Pirates 2: Terrmel Sledge drove
in two runs with a ground ball Just past first
base during a four-run seventh inning and
Montreal halted Pittsburgh’s 10- -game home
winning streak, the Pirates’ longest since win-
ning 24 straight in 1978.

Marlins 6, Mets 5: Pinch-hitter Lenny Har-
ris delivered a go-ahead single in the bottom of
the ninth, spoiling Scott Erickson’s bid for his

first major league victory in nearly two years.

Miguel Cabrera tied it with an RBI single
off closer Braden Looper (2-2), who gave up
four straight hits in the ninth.

Shane Spencer hit a three-run homer for
the Mets.

Cardinals 5, Cubs 4: At Wrigley Field,
Scott Rolen hit a tieb: homer in
eighth inning off Carlos Zambrano to lead St.
Louis to its 12th win in 14 games.

Zambrano (9-5) was ejected in the eighth in-
ning after hitting Jim Edmonds with a pitch
right after Rolen’s two-run shot — the second
time Zambrano hit Edmonds

Chris Carpenter (10-4) got his 10th victory
and fourth of the season against the Cubs.

Reds 8, Brewers 4: Wily Mo Pena hit his
sixth homer in eight games, and also had a
run-scoring single and a double.

Right-hander Aaron Harang (6-2) won his
second straight start against the visiting
Brewers, and the Reds batted around in the
first inning for four runs off right-hander Ben
Hendrickson (0-2).

Padres 13, Rockies 6: Ismael Valdez
pitched five-plus innings and hit a two-run dou-
ble, Mark Loretta had four hits and three
RBISs, and visiting San Diego set a season high
for runs and matched its season high of 18 hits.

Giants 6, Diamondbacks 1: In Phoenix,
Brett Tomko (5-5) pitched into the eighth in-
ning, and San Francisco won without Barry
Bonds, who sat out after having a root canal
Monday morning.

Arizona’s
Gonzalez
out for
season

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Arizona slugger
Luis Gonzalez will have sea-
son-ending ligament replacement
surgery in early August, but is ex-
pected to return to the Diamond-
backs next spring.

The left fielder will fail to drive
in 100 runs in six consecutive sea-

sons. He has

played all year

MLB with a partially

torn ulnar collat-

eral ligament in

his right elbow,

feeling pain on every throw. The

ligament connects bones in the
upper and lower arm.

Head trainer Paul Lessard said
it was possible for position play-
ers to recover from the operation
within four to six months, com-
pared with 12 to 16 for pitchers.

Jays' Halladay shut down

OAKLAND, Calif. — Toronto
Blue Jays right-hander Roy Halla-
day will miss four to six weeks be-
cause of a tired arm.

The American League Cy
Young winner was examined
Monday by Dr. James Andrews.
Toronto General Manager J.P.
Ricciardi said Monday there was
no structural damage to Halla-
day’s shoulder. He said Halladay
(7-7,4.35 ERA) would be re-evalu-
ated in two weeks.

briefs

Twins’ Mauer returns to DL

MINNEAPOLIS — Minnesota
Twins catcher Joe Mauer was
placed on the 15-day disabled list
Monday with a sore left knee, his
second trip to the DL this season.

Mauer, eligible to be activated
on July 31,missed seven weeks
after tearing knee cartilage in the
second game of the season.

Padres acquire IF Aurilia

SEATTLE — The San Diego Pa-
dres added some infield depth,
getting Rich Aurilia from the Seat-
tle Mariners on Monday for a
player to be named or cash.

Signed as a free agent in Janu-
ary, Aurilia, 32, hit .241 with four
home runs and 28 RBIs in his
first year in the AL.

Reds put Larson on DL

CINCINNATI — Brandon Lar-
son went on the 15-day disabled
list with a strained hamstring on
Monday, the third time that the
Cincinnati Reds’ third baseman
has been hurt this season.

Larson pulled his left ham-
string while running on Saturday.

Astros demote Duckworth

HOUSTON — The Houston As-
tros sent right-handed pitcher
Brandon Duckworth to Class
AAA New Orleans on Tuesday on
the heels of his latest ineffective
start and summoned pitcher
Chad Qualls to take his place.

Mets trade Garcia to 0’s

NEW YORK — Hoping to bol-
ster their bullpen, the New York
Mets traded outfielder Karim Gar-
cia to the Baltimore Orioles for re-
liever Mike DeJean on Monday.
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George, Tennessee
parting company

Titans’ career rushing leader asks for
his release after rejecting contract offer

BY TERESA M. WALKER
The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Eddie
George insists he isn't being
greedy — he just wants to be paid
close to what he’s worth.

Tennessee’s career leading
rusher rejected the team’s latest
contract offer Monday and asked
the Titans to release him so he
can join another team before
training camp.

“Change may be good,” George
told The Associ-
ated Press on
Monday night. “T
hate to sever the
ties here. My
first and only op-
tion was to finish
a Tennessee
Titan under fair

&k hate to sever
the ties here.
My first and
only option

er said they hoped a deal could be

George is only the second NFL.
running back to rush for 10,000
yards while never missing a start,
joining Jim Brown. Only Walter
Payton (170) has started more
consecutive regular-season
games than George’s 128.

Last December, George be-
came the 17th running back to top
10,000 yards. He has 10,009 yards
and 64 touchdowns for the fran-
chise that drafted the 1995 Heis-
‘man Trophy win-
ner 14th overall
in 1996. His best
season was in
2000, with full-

ack Lorenzo
Neal, when he

carried
nmes for 1, 509
ards.

circumstances. pe o

Unfortunately, was to finish a Genrge is
that’s not how I pecpp TG under  contract
perceive it at Tenmessee Titan e ot
this point. I look under fair was to make
to move forward $4.25 million this

in a new situa-

circumstances. 9y

season. The Ti-

tion.” . tans asked him in
The  Titans Eddie George o ary to re-
again declined Titans R york his contract

day on the runmng back’s re-
quest.

George’s agent, Lamont Smith,
said team officials told him they
wanted to “kick it around” and
get back to them.

But Titans owner Bud Adams
said in May he was “pessimistic”
about George returning to the
team, even as General Manager
Floyd Reese and coach Jeff Fish-

and paid him a
$1 million roster bonus in March.
But the salary cap-strapped Ti-
tans, whose woes are expected to
worsen in 2005, need to clear
space to sign 13 draft picks before
training camp starts July 31.
Smith said they gave the Titans
a counter offer two to three
months ago that would have
shaved $3 million from their sala-
ry cap, only to see team officials

Eddie George is one of 17 NFL players to run for 10,000 yards. With
10,009, he has eclipsed Earl Campbell’s club record by nearly 1,500.

stick close to a proposal of approx-
imately $1.5 million this season
with less money each year
through 2006.

“In essence, the deal we had on
the table doesn’t assure me of any-
thing but a one-year deal,”
George said. “I don’t plan on retir-
ing after next year.”

The Titans have evolved into a
pass-first offense behind Steve Mc-
Nair, the NFL’s co-MVP last sea-
son after leading the league with a
quarterback rating of 100.4.

George has been known
throughout his eight NFL seasons
for his work ethic, which includes
regular yoga sessions to maxi-
mize his ﬂexlblhty He had one of
his best games in a couple sea-
sons last January during a playoff

victory at Baltimore when he ran
for 88 yards despite dislocating
his left shoulder.

He attended the team’s offsea-

Pats sign
first-round
pick Wilfork

The Associated Press

FOXBORO, Mass. — The New
England Patriots on Monday
signed nose tackle Vince Wilfork,
the 21st overall pick in the draft,
to a six-year contract that could

be worth more than $18 million.
Wilfork is _the second
first-round pick

to sign. He will

be guaranteed
$6.575 million

million signing bonus and his sala-
ry for 2005-06.

Wilfork, who is listed at 325
pounds, had seven sacks in 2002
and six in 2003 at Miami. He joins
a team that allowed the fewest
points in the NFL last season
(238) and will contend for a start-
ing spot in the defensive line va-
cated by the departure of veteran
Ted Washington.

Jason Babin, who was taken by
Houston with the 27th overall
pick, is the only other first-round
pick who has signed.

Bills reach oral agreement

with LB Gildon

BUFFALO, N.Y. — The Buffalo

Bills have reached an oral agree-
ment with li Jason Gild-

son as he

from operations on his right knee
and left ankle. But NFL teams
start opening camps during the
next two weeks.

George, who turns 31 in Sep-
tember, spoke of Tampa Bay, Phil-
adelphia and Dallas as potential
options and said he wants to join a
team with a chance of winning a
Super Bowl.

If the Titans release George, it
would leave them with sec-
ond-year rusher Chris Brown, vet-
eran Robert Holcombe and rook-
ies Troy Fleming, Vick King and
Jarrett Payton at running back.

Earnhardt Jr. released
from hospital after wreck

The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Dale Earnhardt
Jr. was released from the hospital on Monday,
one day after being burned on the face and
legs in a crash during a war-
mup for an American Le
Mans Series race.

The NASCAR star was
flown to the University of
California-Davis ~ Medical
Center on Sunday after the car he was driving
crashed and turned into a fireball at the Infine-
on Raceway in Sonoma.

Earnhardt was treated for second-degree
burns on the insides of both legs and on his
chin, according to a statement from the hospi-
tal. The burns covered about 6 percent of his
body.

The temfymg accident came at the begin-
ning of a morning practice, when Earnhardt
lost control of his Chevrolet Corvette CS-R.
The car spun and slid into a concrete barrier.

The crash broke the fuel filler neck, where
gas is poured into the fuel tank, and sparked
the fire. Earnhardt was able to get out of the
car on his own.

While Earnhardt’s injuries weren’t serious,

Racing

briefs

any wreck he is involved in always brings up
‘memories of the last-lap crash in the 2001 Day-
tona 500 that killed his father, easily the most
popular driver of his era.

Steve Crisp, a spokesman for Dale Earn-
hardt Inc., said the younger Earnhardt will
compete in next weekend’s Nextel Cup race at
New E i i

Earnhardt, second in the Cup standings be-
hind Jimmie Johnson, was supposed to be en-
joying a weekend off from his regular series.

Stewart, Foyt crash during
practice session at Indianapolis

INDIANAPOLIS — NASCAR drivers Tony
Stewart and Larry Foyt crashed Tuesday —
but neither was hurt — during testing at India-
napolis Motor Speedway for next month’s
Brickyard 400.

Stewart returned to the track in a different
car. Stewart, fourth in the Nextel Cup driver
standings, damaged the right rear of his car
when he hit the wall in the second turn.

Foyt hit the wall in the first turn, damaging
the car’s right side. He did not return to the
track because his team brought only one car
for the session leading to the Aug. 8 race.

Burns covered about 6 percent of Dale Earn-
hradt Jr.’s body, but the NASCAR star is
expected to compete in this weekend's race at
New Hampshire International Speedway.

Nemechek signed to replace
Nadeau through 2005

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Joe Nemechek
signed a one-year extension Tuesday with
MB2 Motorsports to drive the No. 01 Chevro-
let through 2005.

Nemechek joined the team with four races
left last season, replacing Jerry Nadeau, who
suffered a head injury in a crash at Richmond
International Speedway.

MB2 General Manager Jay Frye said there
is no timetable for Nadeu’s return to competi-
tion.

on, who was let go by the Pitts-
burgh Steelers last month.

The one-year deal is believed to
be worth between $1 million and
$1.5 million, and includes a sign-
ing bonus of $500,000, according
to The Buffalo News.

Gildon, a three-time Pro
Bowler with 77 career sacks, is ex-
pected to be used as a pass rush-
er. He will be 32 on July 31.

Tagliabue agrees to new deal
NEW YORK — Paul Tagliabue

will remain as NFL commission-

er through the end of the 2007 sea-

son.

Tagliabue has officially agreed
to the new deal, announced last
March, to extend his current con-
tract that would have expired
after next season, league officials
said Monday.

Tagliabue will be 67 when the
contract expires — he would have
retired at 65 had he stuck to his
current deal. The new one is ex-
pected to pay him around $8 mil-
lion a year, putting him on a level
with NBA Commissioner David
Stern as the highest paid chief ex-
ecutives in professional sports.

The deal has been approved
unanimously by the 32 owners.

Tagliabue’s ability to generate
television revenues and get cities
to build or renovate stadiums, has
made him popular with everyone
— in the 15 years he’s been com-
missioner, 21 of the 32 teams ei-
ther have built new facilities or
renovated older ones and the
$17.6 billion television contract
that expires after next season is
the biggest in sports history.

Chiefs sign second-round pick

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Tight
end Kris Wilson, a second-round
draft choice of the Kansas City
Chiefs, has signed a four-year con-
tract with the team.

No contract terms were an-
nounced Monday.
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Divac returns to Lakers with two-year deal

The Associated Press

EL SEGUNDO, Calif. — Vlade
Divac has come full circle to re-
join the Los Angeles Lakers.

The Lakers called an afternoon

news _confer-
ence Tuesday

NBA to  announce
. the signing of
LTI EM Divac,  who
played the

ast six sea-

sons for the Sacramento Kings.

The 36-year-old center will fill
the spot left vacant when Shaqui-
lle O'Neal was traded to Miami
last week. Brian Grant, acquired
along with Lamar Odom and
Caron Butler in that deal, will
share duties at center.

The Lakers took Divac with the
26th pick in the 1989 NBA Draft
and he spent seven years with

Los Angeles before the Lakers

traded him to Charlotte in 1996
for the draft rights to Kobe Bry-
ant.

Divac, an unrestricted free
agent, still has a home in Los An-
geles. He has agreed to a
two-year deal that reportedly will
pay him $4.9 million for next sea-

Earlier, he said Sacramento did
not show interest in keeping him.
The Kings apparently wanted to
avoid paying the luxury tax, and
did not match the Lakers’ offer.

The 7-foot-1 Divac averaged
9.9 points, 5.7 assists and 5.3 as-
sists for Sacramento last season.

The revamped Lakers could
have a starting lineup of Divac at
center, Bryant and Gary Payton
at guard, Odom at small forward
and — if he decides to return for

another year — Karl Malone at
power forward.

Nuggets welcome Martin

DENVER — Kenyon Martin
helped turn the New Jersey Nets
from one of the NBA’s worst
teams into two-time Eastern Con-
ference champions.

Now he’s hoping to take the
Denver Nuggets — one of the
league’s worst teams just two
years ago — to another level.

“It’s an honor being here,” Mar-
tin said Monday, three days after
being sent to Denver in a
sign-and-trade deal. “It was a
great run in Jersey, but it was
time for a change. I'm glad to be a
part of this.”

Denver tied for the league’s
worst record at 17-65 two years
ago before turning it around last

season behind a revamped roster
and rookie sensation Carmelo An-
thony.

Combined with Anthony, Mar-
cus Camby and Nene,
should give Denver one of Lhe
Western Conference’s best front-
courts.

Giriceck re-signs with Jazz

SALT LAKE CITY — Gordan
Giricek re-signed with the Utah
Jazz on Monday, returning to the
team that picked him up at the
trading deadline last season.

A Jazz spokeswoman said she
could not disclose details of the
contract, widely reported to be
worth $16 million over four years.

Giricek played in 25 games for
the Jazz last season after coming
over from Orlando in a deal for
DeShawn Stevenson. Giricek av-

eraged 13.5 points for Utah and
started 18 games at shooting
guard.

Rapper Nelly latest to join
Bohcats ownership group

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Rapper
Nelly is a part-owner of the
NBA'’s expansion Charlotte Bob-
cats.

“This is a great opportunity for
both the Bobcats and Nelly,” Rob-
ert L. Johnson, the team’s majori-
ty owner and the founder of Black
Entertainment Television, said
Monday in a news release.

Nelly, whose real name is Cor-
nell Haynes Jr., joins an owner-
ship group that includes former
NBA player and executive M.L.
Carr; Felix Sabates, owner of
NASCAR racing teams, and
Hugh McColl Jr., former CEO of
Bank of America.

For embattled sport, Devers brath of clean air

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Her curly,
3-inch fingernails painted gold and her pat-
ter as breathless as her pace on the track,
Gail Devers is headed for her fifth Olym-
pics.

Once, in her early 20s, she was days
away from having her feet amputated be-
cause of a rare disease affecting her im-
mune system.

Now Devers is 37, tak-
ing her last shot at the
one gold that has elud-
ed her in an event that
has defined her career
and, metaphorically,
her life — the hurdles.

“I'm_ecstatic. I feel
blessed,” Devers said
as the U.S. Olympic
track and field trials
ended on a 110-degree
Sunday that was a fit-
ting preview of the sear-
ing heat expected in

Steve Wilstein

Athens.

“I've been there, done that before, but
each time is like a new experience for me.
1 try to look at it as if it’s my first time
going to the Olympic Games.”

Maybe this time she will clear those hur-
dles cleanly, run the perfect race she has
pursued so long and missed heartbreaking-
Iy on the biggest occasions. Three world
championships in the 100-meter hurdles
tell her she can do it, no matter the date on
her birth certificate.

“If you had asked me in 1988 how long I
would be here, I would have told you I
thought I was done in '88,” she said. “The
key to it for me, for all these years, is still
having fun. The challenge for me has been

coaching myself. You have to look for chal-
lenges to keep yourself motivated.”

From Seoul to Barcelona to Atlanta, Syd-
ney and now Athens, this devoutly reli-
gious daughter of a Baptist preacher has
been a burst of sunshine in a sport too
often consumed by the darkness of doping.
She embraces the roles of ambassador of
track and big sister to the budding young
stars who surround her on the U.S. team.

By chance, a doping case might give De-
vers the opportunity to race again in the
100 sprint, which she won in 1992 and ’96.
She finished fourth in the trials behind
Torri Edwards, who faces a two-year ban if
found guilty of using a banned stimulant.

Edwards took her case to an arbitration
panel Monday, but the odds of her winning
are poor. She may very well have taken the
stimulant inadvertently, as she says, as an
additive in a glucose mixture her doctor
gave her in Martinique in April. But the
bottom line, as the World Anti-Doping
Agency keeps telling athletes, is they are
responsible for anything found in their
body.

If Devers is the beneficiary of Edwards
blunder and chooses to run in the 100, she
would have to compete five days in a row.
That could compromise her chances to
win, finally, in the 100 hurdles.

“P've never made a hasty decision,” De-
vers said. “I'm not going to start.”

She said she will do what she always
does when she has to make a big decision:

pray.

If Devers passes on the 100, it would
open up a spot in the race for Marion
Jones, the defending Olympic champion
who finished fifth in the trials. That would
be one more twist in the never-ending dop-

Gail Devers will try to win Olympic gold in
her signature event, the 110 hurdles, for
the first time this summer in Athens.

ing stories of the Games, because Jones is
under scrutiny by the U.S. Anti-Doping
Agency because of her links to the Bay
Area Laboratory Co-Operative, accused
dopester and boyfriend Tim Montgomery
and former husband C.J. Hunter, who was
banned for using a steroid.

These are grim days in the sport. Fair-
ness is a slippery commodity and athletes
with integrity, like Devers, are too few.

Track and field’s goveming body recom-
mended Sunday that the U.S. 1,600 relay
team, led by Michael Johnson, be stripped
of its gold medal from the Sydney Olym-
pics as part of Jerome Young’s doping
case.

The International Olympic Committee is
expected to endorse the recommendation.

USA Track & Field said it “regrets” the de-
cision and will try to fight it.

'he recommendation came 2> weeks
after the Swiss-based Court of Arbitration
for Sport ruled Young, the 400 world cham-
pion who ran in the relay’s opening and
semifinal rounds, should be stripped of his
gold because of a positive test for the ste-
roid nandrolone on June 26, 1999.

Young, who has denied taking a prohibit-
ed substance, was exonerated by a USATF
doping appeals board on July 10, 2000.

If the whole U.S. 1,600 relay team is pun-
ished, the IOC ought to start looking deep-
er into Olympic history and correct more
blatant injustices. Open up the whole rot-
ten Pandora’s box.

Go back to 1976 and give American
swimmer Shirley Babashoff the golds she
was denied when she finished behind East
Germans pumped up on steroids. Take a
look at the East German marathoner who
came out of nowhere to beat Frank Short-
er. Examine the medical records and inter-
view the East German women with bulg-
ing muscles and husky voices who won
golds in 1988.

When the Berlin Wall fell, the East Ger-
man sports secrets started leaking out.
Manfred Hoppner, the deputy director of
East Germany’s sports medicine machine,
revealed documents that detailed the coun-
try’s cheating. In 2000, Lothar Kipke, the
chief doctor of the East German Swim-
ming Federation from 1975 to 1985, was
convicted of causing bodily harm to S8
swimmers with various concoctions.

Does the 1I0C, so eager to come down
hard on the U.S. team, have the guts to
probe the seamy side of the Olympics over
the past three decades?

Steve Wilstein is a national sports columnist for The
Associated Press. Write to him at swilstein@ap.org

Two Mississippi football players suspended following arrest

Stripes and wire reports

JACKSON, Miss. — Running
back Jamal Pittman and lineback-
er Ken Bournes have been sus-
pended indefinitely from Missis-
sippi’s football team following a
weekend arrest, Rebels coach
David Cutcliffe said in a state-
ment released Monday.

“We are gathering information
surrounding the events regarding
the arrest of Jamal Pittman and
Ken Bournes in Memphis, Tenn.,
over the weekend,” Cutcliffe said.

Sports briefs

“At this time, they are suspended
indefinitely from all football relat-
ed activities.”

The statement, which was sent
to media outlets and posted on the
school’s Web site, did not say why
the two were arrested.

A Web site for the Shelby Coun-
ty Jail in Memphis listed a Jamal

Pittman from Columbia, Miss.
being booked early Sunday morn-
ing on charges of “reckless endan-
germent-deadly weapon” and “re-
sisting official detention.” He was
being held on a $50,000 bond with
a court date set for Wednesday at
9am.

Pittman, a sophomore running
back, played in five games last
season, gaining 214 yards on 42
carries. He ran for a touchdown
against Louisiana-Monroe.

Bournes, a senior, was expect-

ed to start at linebacker after a
strong performance in  spring
drills.

Big Leaguers 2-0 in tourney

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger-
many — Eric Murray picked up
the victory Tuesday as the Ram-
stein Americans clubbed Roma-
nia 17-3 to improve to 2-0 in the
round-robin portion of the Euro-
pean Big League Europe, Middle
East and Africa Regional base-
ball tournament for players 16-19
years of age.

The victory followed Ram-
stein’s 12-2 victory over Austria
on Monday behind the one-hit
pitching of Dotson Linger.

The Americans take on the
Netherlands at noon Wednesday
in the final round-robin game,
which will determine seedings
for Thursday’s semifinals.

e championship game is
scheduled for Friday, with the
winner advancing to Little
League Baseball's Big League
World Series July 30-Aug. 2 in Ea-
sley, S.C.
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American Olympians growing old gracefully

Bhardwaj, Hatch prove women’s gymnastics not just for teens anymore

BY EDDIE PELLS
The Associated Press

NEW WAVERLY, Texas — One woman
likes Led Zeppelin, has been through col-
lege and spent her time before the Olym-
pics worrying as much about bills as tum-
bling and twirling.

Another is coached by her husband, has
lived in two countries and is well into the
second phase of her career after a
five-year retirement.

They are 25-year-old Mohini Bhardwaj
and 26-year-old Annia Hatch, hardly typi-
cal Olympic gymnasts. They were chosen
for the American team Sunday, capping
comebacks after refusing to buy into the
widely held notion that female gymnasts
are washed up by age 20.

“I hope we've inspired some more peo-
ple to come in and do this,” sald Bhardwaj,
who listed “Led Zeppelin III,” an album
that came out in 1970, as the CD she’d most
like to have with her if she were stranded
on a desert island.

Time will determine the impact these
women have, but their presence on a team
expected to contend for the gold in Athens
is a sign that things are changing signifi-
cantly in women’s gymnastics, especially
in the United States.

The worldwide shift toward a teen-domi-
nated sport began in 1976, when
14-year-old Nadia Comaneci put up a hand-
ful of perfect 10s in the Montreal Games.

Her coach was Bela Karolyi. And while
Comaneci invigorated the sport, many gym-
nasts who followed didn’t offer up such
pretty pictures.

The image of painfully young, skinny
girls prancing around the mat became com-
mon over the next 10 to 20 years. It’s still
common today, and conspiracy theories
abound about certain countries that are
willing to fudge on birth certificates to get
underaged athletes — their bodies more
flexible and explosive — into big-time in-
ternational events.

The sport developed a reputation for
chewing up and spitting out its athletes be-
fore they reached college, or often even be-
fore they hit puberty. Bhardwaj quit for a
time when she was a teen, feeling she was
tumbling more for her family and coaches
than for herself.

“I felt a bit guilty, because in 1976, I

|

AP

Mohini Bhardwaj, 25, received $25,000
from actress Pamela Anderson to help with
expenses in her bid to make the U.S. team.

turned women’s gymnastics into kids’ gym-
nastics,” Karolyi said. “But I realized this
is not just a kids’ sport. It's a beautiful
sport where full-grown women will have a
place to shine.”

Karolyi and his wife, Martha, the U.S.
team coordinator, have probably done
more to shape American gymnastics than
any two people over the past 20 years.

Tt was in 1988, four years after Mary Lou
Retton won gold in the all-around and the
American team won silver, that the Karo-
lyis looked around and realized they had
no experienced athletes left.

The ’88 Olympic team didn’t have a hold-
over from ’84, and Phoebe Mills, who won

bronze on the balance beam, saved the
Americans from a medal shutout.

Annia Hatch, 26, who qualified for Cuba's
gymnastics team in 1996 but didn't attend
the Games, took five years off to get mar-
ried and become a U.S. citizen.

Thus began a trend toward giving more
opportunities to older gymnasts. While
leaders of U.S. programs didn’t seek out
girls in their 20s, they started building pro-
grams with room for the older athletes who
had before been shown the door at 18.

Bhardwaj said the disappearance of the
older gymnast in the mid-1970s wasn’t just
an institutional phenomena. It was also a
cultural reality. Most high school girls who
dominate the sport in America live at home
or get support from their parents.

Most women Bhardwaj’s age have to pay
bills.

“Financially, it’s lmpossﬂ)le once you're
done with college,” she “It’s the
amount of training mquned for the sport.

It’s a lot of hours. You can’t have a regular
job. And if you do, you don’t have time to
train.”

Bhardwaj believes financial consider-
ations are a bigger drag on the hopes of
many 20-something gymnasts physi-
cal ones, and she insists she wouldn’t be
here if not for the $25,000 she received
from former “Baywatch” star Pamela
Anderson.

On the physical side, Bhardwaj and
Hatch credit a much different approach to
training, along with significant layoffs they
had in earlier years, as the reasons they've
been able to stay competitive with girls up
to 10 years younger.

Bhardwaj abandoned her gym-rat ten-
dencies when she went to UCLA, and
NCAA rules required she spend no more
than 20 hours in practice and meetings.

“You just learn how to spend your time
more wisely,” she said.

Like Bhardwaj, Hatch doesn’t overdo it
in training anymore.

She’s a vault specialist but doesn’t work
on the event as much as most girls do, if
only to save herself from enduring the kind
of pounding she took when she was train-
ing and living in Cuba in the 1990s.

“I've been there, done that,” Hatch said.

“This is just another type of fraining that’s
working. You have to take into consider-
ation that you are older, and you take long-
er to recuperate. It doesn’t make you any
less of an athlete because you keep your
body healthy.”

Hatch says she wasn't hurt by the
five-year layoff she took after leaving Cuba
to get married and become an American
citizen.

While living in Cuba in 1996, she quali-
fied for the Olympics, but the
cash-strapped government didn’t send her
to Atlanta.

“I thought my career was over,” she
said. “I didn’t think I was going to have a
chance to be in another Olympics.”

Eight years later, she made it. And she’s
got good company for the trip to Athens.

“If you look at any pro sport, the athletes
are between 18 and 29 or 30,” Bhardwaj
said. “That’s when you peak, mentally and
physically, and that’s how it should be for
gymnastics. I'm not saying cut the younger
ones out. I'm just saying the life span
should be longer. And we're showing it’s
possible.”

Young track talent brings fresh face to troubled sport

BY BOB BAUM
The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — The
United States will send a track
and field team loaded with young
talent to the Athens Olympics,
fresh faces sorely needed by a
troubled sport.

Thirty-two athletes under the
age of 25 are on the tentative ros-
ter turned over to the U.S. Olym-
pic Committee on Monday by
USA Track & Field, the sport's
governing federation.

Nine of them won events in the
U.S. Olympic track and field tri-
als, which ended on Sunday with
avictory by the youngest of all —
18-year-old Allyson Felix — in
the women’s 200 meters.

“It’s just great to have so many
young people on this Olympic
team,” said Felix, whose time of
22.18 seconds was the second-fast-
est in the world this year. “I'm in

Sanya Richards is one of two
teens on the U.S. track team.

great company. There’s so many
of us, and we're all excited, pas-
sionate and we're just ready to
o
The team’s other teenager is
19-year-old Sanya Richards, who
left the University of Texas in
June to concentrate on her run-
ning carcer — and, like Felix,
sign a lucrative athletic shoe con”

Richards broke her American
Jjunior record — and ran under 50
seconds for the first time in her
career — in finishing second in
the women’s 400.

“Iam thrilled to be a part of the
new era of athletes,” Richards
said. “I think it's great for our
sport. The United States has al-
ways been the forerunner in
track and field, and this has prov-
en we're going to continue to do
that — and I'm excited to be a
part of it.”

Several of the youngsters have
opportunities to win medals, in-
cluding 22-year-old Justin Gatlin,
the former NCAA champion at
Tennessee who made the team in
the 100 and 200 meters.

Alan Webb, 21, faces a tough
challenge against the powerhouse
runners of Africa and Europe in
the 1,500 meters, but he repre-
sents a legitimate hope for the
United States, which hasn’t won a

medal in the event since Jim
Ryun’s silver in the 1968 Mexico
City Games.

Webb knows what the infusion
of young talent can do to help
track’s image after this year’s ste-
roid scandal.

“This is a great sport. There’s
been a lot of negative press going
around track and field, but I real-
ly believe the people who should
be up in the spotlight will be
there, the people who have done
things the right way,” he said.

Among other youthful perform-
ers to watch in Athens:

M Sheena Johnson, 21, wmner
of the N title for UC
month ago, ran the fastest 400 e
dles in the world this year (52.95
seconds) in the trials. The top

ree had the world’s top three
times, with 25-year-old Brenda
Taylor second (53.36) and
21-year-old Lashinda Demus, of
South Carolina, third (53.36).

W Jeremy Wariner, 20, a jun-

ior- m -be at Baylor, won the men’s

.37 seconds, the fastest
time in the world this year. His
Baylor teammate Harold William-
son, 21, is in the 1,600 relay pool
The runner-up to Warren at
mals Rickey Harris, is 22.

W Bryan Clay, 24, upset world
champion Tom Pappas in the de-
cathlon with a personal best 8,660
points, third-best in the world 'this
year.

W DeeDee Trotter, 20, the
NCAA champion from Tennes-
see, finished third in the women’s
400 but already has beaten Rich-
ards this year.

W Muna Lee, 22, the LSU stand-
out, was second to Felix in the 200
at 22.36, fourth-fastest in the
world this year.

W Lauryn Williams, 20, who
Jjust left Miami to turn pro after
winning the NCAA title as a jun-
ior, was third in the 100 at the tri-
als, and has the second-fastest
time in the world this year at
10.97 seconds.
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Peak: Armstrong’s sprint to finish
might have locked up sixth Tour

PEAK, FROM BACK PAGE

Armstrong earned bonus sec-
onds for winning the stage, ex-
tending his lead on second-place
Basso to 1 minute, 25 seconds. If
he can hold that advantage for
two more days in the Alps and in
a time trial on Saturday, Arm-
strong will pedal into the history
books when the three-week cy-
cling marathon ends on the
crowd-packed Champs-Elysees
in Paris on Sunday.

Armstrong said his team man-
ager, Johan Bruyneel, was yelling
into his radio-linked earpiece that
he had to beat Basso.

“Johan was screaming in my
ear that I had to win because of
the time bonuses,” Armstrong
said. “Every second counts.”

Kloden is third overall, 3:22 off
Armstrong’s  pace.  Voeckler
dmpped to eighth, 9:28 behind
Armstros

As overall leader, Armstrong
will get the privilege of starting
last for Wednesday’s time trial,
For the first time, the race against
the clock is on the brutal ascent to
the L’Alpe d’Huez ski station, a
Mecca of cycling with 21
rhythm-destroying hairpin
bends.

Starting last is the equivalent of
pole position, allowing Armstrong
to see how other riders — notably
Basso — fare on the ascent.

AP

Actor Robin Williams, right, jokes with Armstrong during his visit to the
team bus prior to the 15th stage of the Tour de France on Tuesday.

“There was still a part of me
that wanted to ride a legendary
mountain like L’Alpe d’Huez in
the vellow jersey,” Armstrong
said, who added that he expects
Basso will be “tough to beat” on
the ascent. But “I have the good
fortune of starting behind him, so
T'll know his time splits all the
way up, which is a big advan-
tage,” Armstrong said.

Fans have been camping out
for days along the Alpine climb.
The town, which usually has a
population of 1,500 people, is ex-
pecting up to 1 million to con-
verge on the mountain for the cy-
cling spectacle.

Pentagon

CHANNEL

More star power

A million people bunched to-
gether? That's more like Wood-
stock than a cycle race.

“Oh God! It's Bikestock” actor
Robin Williams said, comparing
it to the legendary Woodstock
rock concert of 1969 — which at-
tracted hundreds of thousands of
music fans.

Williams, star of “Good Will
Hunting,” “Good Morning Viet-
nam” and other movies, joins
rock star Sheryl Crow, and
Prince Albert of Monaco as the
latest celebrity guest invited by

91st TOUR DE FRANCE

Racing the clock
Bourg-d'Oisans to L'Alpe d'Huez
mountain stage is a short
individual time trial with a grade
of 7.9 percent.
Stage 16
Wednesday, July 21

0_100mi
—
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0 Start
© Finish

L'Alpe d'Huez
5544

3 961
Alpe-dHuez - ™
5544

SOURCE: Tour de France A

Lance Armstrong during the
three-week race.

Speaking after Armstrong won
Tuesday’s 15th stage, Williams
could not hide his excitement
about L’Alpe d’Huez.

“An uphill time trial, the
crowds are wild,” he said. Asked
if he’d like to ride the stage him-
self, Williams added: “I'd love to
... if I could find a bike.”

Stage winners

Prologue, Liege, Belgium to
uae lnmvmuan metrial, 79 mies (Fa-
bian 'Cancellara, Switzeriand; Cancel-
lara)

July 4 — Stage 1, Liege, Belgium to
m, {255 Uaan Kiripuu.

Estonia; cancel\ara

July 5 — Stage 2, Charlerol, Belgium to
Namur, B E| ium, 122.42 (Robbie MCE-
i it “Thor Hushovd, Norway)

July 6 — Stage 3, Waterloo, Belgium to
‘Wasquehal, France, 130.49 (Jean-Patrick
Nazon, France; McEwen)

July 7 — Stage 4, Cambrai to Arras,
team time trial, 40,08 (US. Postal Ser.
v\:e. Lance Armslmng‘ United States)

5\« je 5, Amiens to Chartres,
124.59 AS(uarl OGrady Australia; Tho-
mas Voeckler France)

July 9. stage & Bonneval 0 Angers,
121 S(Tam Boonen, Belgium; Voeckler)

July 10 — Stage 7, Chateaubriant to
Saint IEHEUC. 127.08 (Filippo Pozzato,
lta\y Voeckler)

Stage 8, Lamballe to
Quiper. 10440 (Heshoves Voeckien
luly u — Rest dzy in leuges

saint-Le

onartac Nob\at 1 eret 0035 ek
= Voe

10, Limoges t

P Flnur, 14727 Grichard Virenaue,
France

ly saint-Flour to

Flgeac‘ 101 13555 Noncautie Fance,

tage 12, Castelsaasin to
e, 5575 (i Basas, Havivo.

— Stage 13, Lannemezan to Pla-
‘ieau e saile 57170 Cammatrong: Votek.
July 18 — Stage 14, Carcassonne to
Nimes,110:2 Aifor Gonzelez, Spain; Vo-
%
luly 19 Rest day in Nimes
July Stage 15, Valreas to Vil-
tardhetans, 1856 Canmstrong: A

July 21 - Stage 16, Baurg-g 0sans to
LAIDe G S iy
tage 17, Bourg e o
L8R8 Bornane, 13
July 23 — Stage Y —
Lons: e-Saumer 10346
Jul e 19, Besancon toBesan-
conl dlvldua\ ﬂme trial, 3
S o B @
ot Champs-Eysecs 10199

HOMEPORTING 2004

Friday, July 23

Watch the Pentagon Channel for hourly reports and
live coverage of the day's events from San Diego.

USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76)

pentagonchannel.mil
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SPORTS

a Center Divac returns to Lakers
aﬂer six seasons with Kings, Page 33

Lance Armstrong crosses the finish line ahead of Italian Ivan Basso, left, to win the 15th stage of the Tour de France between Valreas, southern
France, and Villard-de-Lans, French Alps, on Tuesday. Armstrong is five stages from hecoming the first to win the Tour six times.

Peak performance

Armstrong takes overall lead in Alps, sets up No. 6

BY JOHN LEICESTER
The Associated Press

VILLARD-DE-LANS, France
— Lance Armstrong retook the
overall lead in the Tour de France
on Tuesday, outsprinting his top
two challengers to win the first
stage in the Alps and close in on a
record sixth straight title.

Armstrong moved past Ivan
Basso and 1997 Tour champion
Jan Ullrich in the curves before
the closing stretch to claim his
second stage victory in the 2004
Tour and the 18th of his illustri-
ous career. He also has won two
team time trials.

“There’s something special in
winning in a sprint,” Armstrong
said. “To win in a sprint for me is
much more intense than being
alone.”

The Texan earned his 61st yel-
low jersey as overall leader,
meaning he will overtake Miguel
Indurain for third place when he
wears his jersey during Wednes-

N\‘

day’s stage. Armstrong also wore
yellow for one day after the team
time trial July 7, but he ceded the
lead to Frenchman Thomas Vo-
eckler the next day.

“It’s exciting to take the yellow
jersey, even if it’s number 61 or
however many It’s still a thrill,”
Armstrong said.

Voeckler held on until Tues-
day, having bravely and narrowly
defended his advantage in the
Pyrenees. Armstrong entered
those mountains trailing by nine
minutes and whittled that down
to 22 seconds heading to the Alps.

Five-time Tour runner-up Ull-

rich’s bid to dethrone Armstrong
was hurt in the Pyrenees, buf
Basso appeared to still have a
shot after two weeks of punishing
racing.

Neither Ullrich nor Basso,
though, had the strength to stay
with Armstrong at the end of
Tuesday’s 112-mile ride from Val-
reas to Villard-de-Lans, including
seven climbs, in heat topping 85
degrees.

Having pulled ahead of the rest
of the riders, that trio — plus Ull-
rich’s teammate Andreas Kloden

— jockeyed for an edge during
the closing yards, trading leads of
abicycle length or so.

In the end, Armstrong had a lit-
tle extra, flashing past Basso on a
late turn and pumping his legs to
carry himself across the finish
line first, pumping his fists.

Basso was credited with the
same finishing time, with Ullrich
three seconds behind, and
Kloden six seconds back in fourth
place.

SEE PEAK ON PAGE 35

Frenchman Thomas Voeckler,
above, held the overall lead for
nine stages after taking it July 8.

Red Sox done in
by another Boone
blast in 11th

Page 29

Braves not ready
to relinquish
bragging rights
in NL East
Page 30

Titans RB George
rejects latest
offer, asks team
to release him
Page 32
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